Programme: M. A (Women'’s Studies)

Course Code: WSC-114

Title of the Course: DOING FEMINIST RESEARCH

Number of Credits: 4

Effective from Academic Year: 2018-19

Prerequisites for the
course:

Students registered for the M.A. Women'’s Studies
Programme and as per GU Ordinance

Objective:

This course will aim at equipping students with
knowledge of research methods and techniques. The
student will be introduced to the nature and purpose
of doing feminist research, the politics of knowledge
and knowledge creation and the different ways of
knowing. They will be taken through the theoretical
foundations of feminist research and a critique of
conventional research. Feminist research positions
both epistemological and methodological will be
discussed.

Content:

Module 1: What is research ? A critique of conventional
research, limitations of methodology of social science,
feminist empiricism vs positivism (qualitative vs
quantitative  research), feminist  ethnography,
standpoint feminism, situated knowledge, narratives,
oral history, discourse analysis, participatory and
action research, focus group discussions, grounded
theory, self-reflexivity, etc. Reviewing literature on a
selected topic.

Module 2: Using unconventional data sources.
Research designs and methods (case studies, survey,
exploratory studies, diagnostic, experimental and
action research). Proposal writing, conducting a pilot
study and writing a report.

24 hours

24 hours

Pedagogy:

lectures/assignments/self-study/ documentaries and
discussion/  group readings and  discussions/
presentations
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Learning Outcomes

Students at the end of the course will understand the

research process and will develop skills in:

1. Doing a review of literature and

2. Developing a research proposal which will be
implemented in the following semester.

3. Conducting a pilot study.
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