
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of the Programme: M. A. Economics 

Course Code:  ECO-600  Title of the Course: Research Methodology in Economics 

Number of Credits: 4  

Effective from AY: 2022-23 

Prerequisites 
for the 
course: 

Graduate in any discipline  
 
Hours 
Per 
Modul
e 

Objective: Expose students  
● to the methodological approaches to research 
● Techniques to formulate a research problem 
● To Scientific methods for sampling and data collection  
● Steps to Writing a research report/thesis/paper 

Content: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module 1 
Introduction to Research  
The meaning of research - types of research - importance of 
research- research and policy- Deductive and Inductive Reasoning – 
Steps of scientific methods in research – Qualitative and Quantitative 
Approach - Mixed Methods. 
 
Module 2  
Steps in Research  
The Research Process: Formulation of a Research problem – Guiding 
principles in the choice of a Research topic and Formulation of 
Research Questions –Writing a Proposal - Review of Literature and 
identification of research gap –Theoretical and Conceptual 
Framework-Formulation of Research Design – Hypothesis; concept, 
definition, formulation and testing. 
 
Module 3 
Survey-based research 
Sampling Techniques - field survey - Primary Data Collection - Tools – 
Observation, Schedule, Questionnaire – principles underlying 
construction of a questionnaire – data processing and Analysis – Use 
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of Statistical packages.  
                                       
Module 4  
Writing a Research Report 
Writing a Research report - research paper – Bibliography - reference 
styles - Ethics in Research - Plagiarism - Writing a thesis - Do’s and 
Dont’s.   
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Pedagogy: ● Chalk and talk aided by ICT enabled lectures  
● PC lab exercises  
● Assignments and presentations  
● Group activity  
● MOOC (or similar) Component 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, the students are expected to: 
• Develop the most appropriate methodology for the research 

 



studies in social sciences. 
• Familiarize and differentiate the use of various research methods 
and techniques. 
• Define a research problem and prepare the appropriate research 
design for the research problem. 
• Illustrate the data collection techniques and data analysis and 
presentation. 
• Demonstrate the sampling techniques and its fundamentals. 
• Familiarize the task of interpretation and the art of writing research 
reports. 
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Name of the Programme: M. A. Economics  

Course Code: ECO 601   Title of Course: Data Sources for the Indian Economy  

Number of Credits: 4    

Effective from AY: 2022-23 

Prerequisites 
for  the course: 

Graduate in any discipline  

Objective:  To learn the different sources of data available in the public 
domain both in India and globally. This will cover different 
domains of data requirements for economics research. 
Students would learn the extent and limitations of different 
data sources.  

Contact   
Hours per 
module 

Content: Module 1:  
 
Macroeconomic Data Source   
 
Sources of the Government of India – Ministry of Finance, 
Reserve Bank of India, Niti Ayog 
Sources of Multilateral agencies – World Bank, International 
Financial Statistics, United Nations  
Private Sources – CMIE, EPWRF  

 

Module 2: 

Microeconomic Data Sources (including Demography, 
Labour, Agriculture and Industry)  
 
Sources of the Government of India – National Sample 
Organisation (NSSO data), Ministries of GoI, Census of India, 
Annual Survey of Industries, NFHS 
Sources of Multilateral agencies – Living Standards  
Private Sources – CMIE, IHDS, NCAER, IIPS, EPWRF 
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