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LIS - 522: Preservation and Digitization 

(4 Credits/100 Marks) 

Course Description: The course offers the basics of preservation and digitization. 

Learning Objectives: To demonstrate the student the importance of preservation and 

digitization along with techniques and methods. 

 

Course Outline 

Unit – I: Preservation 10 hours 

Preservation: Concept, Meaning of terms, General approach to conservation and preservation, 

Artifacts and Image preservation, Measures and Challenges for Preservation. 

Unit –II: Preservation Methods 10 hours 

Preservation of different objects and its methods, Conservation of Museums, Library and 

Archival materials and Sound recordings. 

Methods of Preservation- Climatic, Humidity and Temperature control, Light, Insects, Fungus 

and Fire. 

Binding: Bookbinding, Classification of binding, Material used for casing and binding. 

Binding of different types of library material: Pamphlet, Books, Journals, Periodicals, Serials, 

Manuscript and Maps. 

 

 

Unit- III: Evolution of Library Materials 10 hours 

Evolution of Library materials – Stone, Metals, Clay tablets, Papyrus, Animal skin, Birch bark, 

Palm leaves, Paper – History, Production and Varieties of paper, Paper Measurement Units. 

Unit – III: Techniques for Antiquities 10 hours 

Preservation Techniques for antiquity, Salient features of antiquity, Storing environment, 

Causes and Nature of deterioration- Manuscript, Books, Periodicals, Newspapers and Pamphlets. 

External causes and Human causes of deterioration, Fumigation, Repair and maintenance. 

Creation of Metadata for rare materials. 

Unit – IV: Preservation of Non-Book Materials 10 hours 

Preservation of Non-Book Materials – Physical environment, Circulation Policy, Maintenance 

and upkeep of equipment, Storing and Handling, Film, Media, Magnetic and Plastic materials. 



18  

Unit – V: Digitization 10 hours 

Digitization – Meaning, Process, Digitization of print based documents, Video Digitization, 

Audio digitization, File format, Content criteria and Related software. 

Learning Outcomes: 

After completion of the course the student will know in detail the reasons for deterioration, 

preservation methods, strategies and digitization. 
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