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Prerequisites

for the

Students should have studied at undergraduate level in

Unit 4: State of Political Science Research
a) Big Issues in Political Science Research (Global
Political Economy, New Public Management,
Good Governance, Decline and Resurgence of
Political Theory)

Course social sciences and any other discipline having an interest
in the subject. It is assumed that students have a basic
knowledge of what is research and how socio-economic
and political issues are understood through exploration
and research
Objectives This paper intended to prepare the students to write a
dissertation in the final year of M.A by first introducing
them to the foundations of Political Science research.
No. of
Contents - - Hours
Unit 1: Foundations of Research
12 hours
a) What is Research? Pure and Applied
b) Nature of Social Science Research: Forms of
knowledge, laws, Explanation and interpretations in
study of social world
c) Problem of Objectivity in Social Research
Unit 2: Positivist Approaches
a) Institutional Analysis 12 hours
b) Behaviouralism
c) Rational-Choice Theory
Unit 3: Post- Positivist Approaches 12 hours
a) Feminist Research Approach
b) Marxist Approach
c) Postmodern Approach
12 hours




b) Research in the Subfield of Political Science

Unit 5:Research Ethics
a) The meaning of Research Ethics
b) Research with Human Subjects
c) Applying Ethics in Research Processes

12 hours

Pedagogy

Lectures, tutorials, assignments based on self-study, field
studies (dialogic and participatory collective learning and
teaching)
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Learning Outcomes

. Students will be able to understand the process of social
science research with the knowledge of basic tools and
techniques.

. Students will be able to apply research methods in their
future pursuit of research.

. Students will be able to explore the data related to
theoretical research.

. Students will be able to understand the importance of
theories in social research.




