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Prerequisites 

for the course 

Basic understanding of Political Theory  

Objectives This course introduces the students to the methodologies of 

critical perspectives. It covers Utilitarian, Libertarian, 

Communitarian, Marxist, Feminist and Ambedkarite 

perspectives to help students develop a theoretical 

understanding to strengthen their critical aptitude. 

 

 
Contents 

 
Unit 1: Utilitarian Perspective - Jeremy Bentham, J.S. Mill 

 
Unit 2: Libertarian and Communitarian Perspective - Robert 

Nozick, John Rawls, Alasdair MacIntyre, Michael Sandel 

 
Unit 3: Marxist Perspective- Karl Marx, Antonio Gramsci, 

Hannah Arendt 

 
Unit 4: Feminist Perspective - Betty Friedan, Simone de 

Beauvoir, Anne Philips 

 
Unit 5: Biopolitics - Michael Foucault 

 
Unit 6: Ambedkarite Perspective - John Dewey’s Pragmatism 

and Ambedkar, Concept of Dhamma 
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10 hours 
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Pedagogy Lectures, Debates, Group Discussion Assignment based on self 

study 
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Learning 

Outcomes 

1. Students will be able to develop a broadunderstanding of 

the critical perspectives in politics. 

2. The Students are familiarised to various methodologies of 

the critical perspectives which will enable them to solve the 

difficult debates of the public policy. 

3. Students will be able to conduct critical inquiry in their 

subject of study using the approaches discussed in this 

course. 

4. Students will develop contextual reasoning. 
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