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Objective The paper deals with certain critical questions relating to the 

processes and functions of democracy in India. The thematic deals 

with the key factors shaping the democratic debate and plurality of 

voices that inform them 

 

 

 
Content 

 
Unit 1: Contextualizing Indian Democracy-A. Pre-colonial 

democratic experiences. B. Democratic experiences under colonial 

rule. C. Constituent Assembly and the idea of democracy 

 
04 hours 

 
Unit 2: .Political Parties in Indian Democracy- A. Party system B. 

National Parties C. Regional Political Parties 

10 hours 

 
Unit 3: Democracy and Elections in India- A. Concerned Issues B. 

Electoral Reforms 

10 hours 

 
Unit 4: Debate on Secularism in India- A. The Concept of 

Secularism: The Indian Legacy B. Principal advocates of secularism C. 

Recent questions on secularism D. Alternative conception of 

secularism. 

 

10 hours 

 
Unit 5: People’s Movements and Civil Society in India- A. Evolution 

of the idea of voluntary service in India B. Interface between the 

state and people’s movements before the introduction of New 

Economic Policy C. Ideas and approaches of new social movements. 

 

10 hours 

 
Unit 6: Interface between Democracy and Economic Development 

in India- A. Problems of underdevelopment. B. Need for balance 

development C. Development Strategy: Break with the Past in the 

1990s 

 
 
 

06 hours 

 
Unit 7: Question of identity and political participation-Caste, 

Religion, Language, Ethnicity and Gender in Indian politics 

 

10 hours 

Pedagogy Lectures/ tutorials/assignments/self-study (dialogic and 

participatory collective learning and teaching) 
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Learning 

Outcomes: 

1. Students demonstrate the ability of critical analysis of democratic 

process. 

2. Students become more analytical in textual and contextual 

understanding of debates on democracy. 

3. Students will be able to understand the importance of debate and 

discussion in nation building. 

4. Students will be able to understand the interface between claims 

and realities. 
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