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Prerequisites for the
course

Open to all postgraduate students

Objectives

1. The course examines the origin of the idea of
democracy,and evolution of the concept and theories of
democracy.

2. The course also introduce students to the actual
workings of democracy in western and non-western
societies.

Contents

Unit 1: Idea of Democracy - Athenian Origin,
Protectiveand Developmental Democracy, Deliberative
democracy&Defenceof Public Realm

Unit 2: Key Concepts- Freedom & Autonomy,
Equality,MajorityRule,Citizenship

Unit3:Theories-

Liberal,Socialist,Representative,Participatory

Unit4:Critique- Marxist&Socialist,Elitist,Feminist

Unit 5: Contemporary Issues - Rational Choice
Nationalism,Multiculturalism, CivilSociety

Unit6:Democracyinnon-WesternWorld-Case studies from
Asia, Africa and Latin America

10 hours

10 hours

10 hours

10 hours

10 hours

10 hours

Pedagogy

Lectures, Groupdiscussion, assignments based on self-
study
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Learning Outcomes

After completing the course the students will be able
to:

1. Understand the basic concepts and theories of
democracy.

2. The course equipsthestudents to investigate
interface between theory and practice of
democracy.

3. Comprehend the cotemporary issues associated
with democracy.

4. Understand the working of democracy in

western and non-western societies.
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