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Prerequisites 

for the course 

Open to all postgraduate students  

Objectives The course intends: 

1. to introduce the students to the deeper understanding 

and contemporary debates of processes in International 

Relations, Regionalism and Multilateralism;and 

2. to examine the relevance of Regional Integration in the 

current world order and analyze the evolution, theories, 

functioning and significance of various regional groupings in 

the global political and economic domain. 

 

 
Contents 

 
Unit 1: Historical Development and Debates: Introduction to 

regional integration: historical perspectives of integration, 

comparative analysis of regional integration, Regionalism 

versus Globalism. 

 
10 hours 

 
Unit 2: Theories and Scope of Regional 

Integration:Theoretical understanding of Regionalism: 

Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism, scope of Regional 

Integration. 

10 hours 

  10 hours 

 Unit 3: Regional Integration in Europe: the EU as a role model 

for regional integration, the government and politics of the 

European Union, impact of BREXIT on European Integration. 

 

 
Unit 4: Regional Integration in North, South America, Asia 

and Sub-Saharan Africa: International Cooperations: 

MERCOSUR, North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), East Asian Regionalism (EAR), 

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). 

10 hours 

 
Unit 5: Regionalism and Multilateralism: bipolarity, 

unipolarity, multipolarity, international financial institutions- 

10 hours 



 GATT, World Trade Organisation (WTO), Group of 20 (G20), 

Group of 7 (G7), Brazil-Russia, India-China-South Africa 

(BRICS), Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 

 
Unit 6: Political and Economic Consequences of Regional 

Integration:power politics in international organisation, rise 

of supranational organisations, institutions trade blocs, trade 

flows, and international conflict. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 hours 

Pedagogy: Lectures, Assignments based on self-study  
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Learning 

Outcome: 

Students will be able to: 
 

1. understand the historical developments of the process 

of regionalism and regional integration. 

2. enhance the ability of the students to understand the 

emergence of discourse on Multilateralism and 

Regionalism in International Studies. 

3. analyse the significance of the process of Regional 

Integration and its impacts on the Global Polity and 

Economy. 

4. relate theories of regionalism to various regional 

groups and evaluate their relevance in the current 

world order. 
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