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WOMEN’S STUDIES COURSE OUTLINES 

      CORE COURSES 

Programme: M. A (Women’s Studies) 

Course Code: WSC-111                     

Title of the Course: CORE CONCEPTS IN WOMEN’S STUDIES AND FEMINIST THOUGHT  

Number of Credits: 4 

Effective from Academic Year: 2018-19 

Prerequisites for the 
course: 

Students registered for the MA Women’s Studies 
Programme and as per GU Ordinance  

 

Objective: This course will introduce students to the discipline of 
Women’s Studies and its key concepts as well as the 
development of feminist thought around the world.  

 

Content: 
 
 

Module 1: About Women’s Studies: the history of the 
academic discipline of Women’s Studies, development 
of Women’s Studies and its significance in the Indian 
context - nomenclature of Women’s Studies /Gender 
Studies/ Family Studies, etc. 
Key Concepts: Nature/Nurture Debate, Sex and 
Gender, Stereotyping, Patriarchy, Feminism, Gender 
Essentialism, Equality and Equity, Intersectionality 

(caste, class, sexual orientation, disability, etc.), 
Power, Strategic needs vs. Practical needs of women, 
Access and Control, Levels of Gender Consciousness. 

            
Module 2: Early developments in feminist thought: 
Liberal, Radical, Socialist, Marxist feminism. Parallels 
and points of difference.  

            
Module 3: Contemporary developments in feminist 
thought:  Post-modern feminism, black feminist 
thought, dalit feminism and related areas of 
scholarship such as queer theory.    

20 hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14 hours 
 
 
 
14 hours 

 
 

Pedagogy: lectures/assignments/self-study/ games/ films and 
discussion/ group readings and discussions/ 
presentations 
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Learning Outcomes 1. Students will understand basic concepts in women’s 
studies. 

2. They will have an understanding of the relevance of 
women’s studies as an academic discipline. 

3. Students will understand feminism, feminist theories, 
recent developments in feminist thought and will explore 
the future of feminism. 
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