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Programme: M. A (Women’s Studies) 

Course Code: WSC-113                     

Title of the Course: GENDER, DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATE: ISSUES IN THE WORLD, INDIA 

AND GOA  

Number of Credits: 4 

Effective from Academic Year: 2018-19 

Prerequisites for the 
course: 

Students registered for the MA Women’s Studies 
Programme and as per GU Ordinance. 

 

Objective: This course will introduce students to development 
concepts and debates and the perspective of 
engendering development. Students will be introduced 
to the politics of development in India, gender analysis 
frameworks, (gender blind, gender neutral and gender 
redistributive policies), gender mainstreaming and 
gender budgeting. This course will also introduce the 
students to a critical understanding of gender issues in 
Goa in particular as well as the response of the state 
and women’s organisations to these issues. The course 
will also aim to develop in the students the capacity to 
identify linkages between social issues, needs, policies 
and programmes. Case studies of tourism and mining 
and other local development projects in Goa will be 
analysed.  

 

Content: 
 
 

Module 1: The 4th World Conference on Women held in 
Beijing, China in 1995, Platform for Action and the 
emergence of the empowerment approach to women’s 
development- Women in/and Development (WID and 
WAD), Gender and Development (GAD), Structural 
Adjustment Programme, Women Empowerment: 
Meaning, concepts and objectives of women 
empowerment. Theories of Development. 
Globalization and Women in India. National Policy for 
Women. 

                                                                                                                     
Module 2: Women and land rights, feminization of 
labour: formal and informal labour, issues of livelihood 
and gender, feminization of poverty, female headed 
household. MDGs, Gender and Sustainable 
Development Goals, and its critique. 

 
Module 3: Gender analysis frameworks, gender 
mainstreaming and gender budgeting. Analysing policy 
and programme: Gender blind, gender neutral and 
gender redistributive policies. Development Policy in 
India: Five year plans, NITI Aayog, National 
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Commission for Women, Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Mahila Shakti Kendra, State Policies and 
Programmes for Women. Women and micro-finance 
policies, Self-Help Groups - a critique.  
   
Module 4: Analysing Goa’s budget, Gender and 
Development Policy in Goa: Analysing tourism policy, 
mining, construction, casinos, alcohol, SEZ, Regional 
Plan, Nylon 66, Mopa airport, etc. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
12 hours 

Pedagogy: lectures/assignments/self-study/ group reading and 
discussions/ audio-visuals. 
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Learning Outcomes 1. Students will develop a critical perspective on 
development, understand Policy making and its impacts 
for women. 

2. Students will understand the politics of development 
issues in Goa and will develop skills to conduct gender 
analyses of policy and programme. 
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