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Prerequisites
for the course:

Students registered for the M.A. Women’s Studies
Programme and as per GU Ordinance

Objective:

The course will discuss identity politics, exclusion and state
affirmative action/initiatives for inclusion. Theories of
power politics and collective action. Students will be given
an exposure to the work of Ambedkar, Phule as well as the
lesser heard voices of women in history and contemporary
Dalit feminist writings. The course covers the canvas of
cultural oppression, ethnic conflict and violence, class
exploitation, poverty and disabled persons rights from a
gendered lens.

Content:

Module 1: Class and Religion: Identity politics, Recognition
vs Redistribution. Women factory workers, Domestic Labour:
Issues, challenges and lacunae in the law (Domestic Labour
Act 2010), class exploitation, poverty and vulnerability, Case
studies of gender and religious conflicts in India, Women as
targets, Women as custodians of community identity and
honor. Politics of food.

Module 2: Intersectionality revisited. Caste and Tribes:
Historical roots of caste: Work of Ambedkar and Phule. Caste
and Gender. Contemporary Dalit voices. Issues of tribal
women, Forest and Wildlife Acts vs Livelihood. Field Trip.

Module 3: Sex: Transgender Rights, Hijra Community in
India, Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual Transgender, Queer, Inter-
sexed A-sexual (LGBTQIA): Recent debates and trends.
National Legal Services Authority of India (NALSA) Act.

Module 4: Disability and Senior Citizens: Contemporary
debates on rights, inclusion. Disability and gender, State
response to disabled persons issues, National Policy for
Persons with Disability 2006, Disability Act 2016, Senior
Citizen 2010.

12 hours

20 hours

6 hours

10 hours

Pedagogy:

lectures/assignments/self-study/ documentaries, films and
discussion/ group readings and discussions/ presentations/
field trip
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Learning
Qutcomes

The students will be introduced to theories on gender,
intersectionality and difference with a focus on marginalized
sections based on class, religion, caste, tribe, sex, age, and
disability in particular.

The field trip will sensitize students to the socio-economic
realities faced by marginalized people.
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