
 
 

WOMEN’S STUDIES DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC ECECTIVE COURSES  

Programme: M. A Women’s Studies 
Title of the Course: GENDER AND CULTURE 
Course Code: WST521 
Number of Credits: 4 
Effective from Academic Year: 2022 - 2023 

Course prerequisite:  Registration in any MA Programme in Goa University 
 

Objectives: Students will be introduced to theoretical positions on the 
understanding of culture and the methods for a gender 
analysis of cultural practices. Students will traverse the canvas 
of a variety of dimensions within custom and tradition and 
community identity such as the gender politics of language, 
dress, beauty, practices around menstruation, folklore, 
entertainment and festivals etc. 

Content: 
 
 

Module1: What is Culture? Diverse understandings 
of culture. Raymond William’s uses of culture. 
Definitions of culture in Anthropology. Culture in 
conventional and critical theory. An Introduction to 
Cultural Theory: a) Socio-biological, b) 
Psychoanalytical and c) Sociological Theories.  

 
Module 2: Doing a gender analysis of culture: 
Understanding Culture from studying one’s own - 
Tradition, Cultural Practices and Gender. The politics 
of exclusion. Folklore, gender and culture.  
        
Module 3: Cultural Theory: Durkheim, Karl Marx, 
Max Weber, George Simmel – Action and Human 
Agency Theories on Culture. 

        
Module 4: Gender politics of language. Dress, 
Beauty, Sport, Entertainment, other gender 
discriminatory practices that continue around the 
world – a critical perspective.  
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Pedagogy: lectures/individual assignments/self-study/films and 
discussions/ group projects/public presentations and 
campaigns 
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Course Outcomes This course will enable the students to have a critical 
understanding of culture and will equip them with skills for the 
methodological analysis of cultural practices from a gendered 
perspective. 
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