
 
 

Programme: M. A. Women’s Studies 
Title of the Course: GENDER AND EDUCATION 
Course Code: WST523 
Number of Credits: 4 
Effective from Academic Year: 2022 - 2023 

Course prerequisite: Registration in any Masters Programme at Goa University 
 

Objectives: Students will be exposed to Paulo Freire’s ideas on the 
inadequacies of the ‘banking system’ in education and his ideas 
on a non-formal system of learning and Bell hooks method of 
‘engaged pedagogy’. To give the students an opportunity to get 
a hands on experience with ‘connected teaching’, this course 
will be a project based course where students will be given an 
opportunity to experience what Mary Field Belenky calls 
‘connected’ learning and the Krishnamurthy philosophy of 
education. 
 

Content 
 
 

Module1: Women’s education in colonial period. 
Debates around importance of education and 
education as a SDG. Role of education and women’s 
status. Paulo Freire: NFE and ‘banking system’ in 
education. Bell hooks engaged pedagogy. The 
Belenky’s ‘connected teaching’ and the 
teaching/learning ideas of Krishnamurthy.  
     
Module 2: Critique of Government Programmes and 
Policies to improve Education for Women in India: 
Female literacy & non – formal education for women 
development, National Literacy Mission (NLM). Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan, Kasturba Gandhi Ballika Vidhyalaya, 
Mahila Samakya, NPEGEL,  District Primary Education 
Programme, NEP, RTE, NFE. Education in conflict 
affected areas. 
      
Module 3:Gender critique of education and gender 
audit of education in India: focus on Goa   Curriculum 
content, gender disparities in enrolment and 
dropouts. Women and STEM, selection of stream of 
education. 
Recent Trends in Women’s Education – Committees 
and Commissions on Education. Vocational education 
and skill development of women. Education during 
pandemic – pros and cons of online education. 
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Pedagogy: Lectures, assignments, self-study, documentaries and 
discussion, group readings and discussions, presentations, text 
interpretations, workshops and field projects 
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Course Outcomes 1. Students will be able to critique education and existing 

school curriculum from a gendered perspective. 

2. Students will be able to conduct workshops based on 

alternate pedagogical tools. 
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