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Objective: This course will introduce students to the perspectives and challenges
around Panchayati Raj Institutions in India and will help students
understand the key determinants and barriers to women’s political
participation in India. The course will cover issues of women’s agency,
autonomy and political empowerment. The politics of reservation (the 73"
and 74" Constitutional Amendments) and current debates around the
Women’s Reservation Bill including the Quota Campaign. The course will
also introduce students to the role of civil society and the role women play
in governance through participation in social movements, activist groups
and NGOQO’s. The concept of leadership through women’s collective action
will be discussed. The Kerala Kudumbashree experience will be discussed.

Content: Module 1: Concept of Democracy. What is politics and political | 15
participation. Relationship between democracy and citizenship | hours
(historical  exploration). Women’s struggle for political
participation; women’s suffrage movement and importance of
women voters. Women in Indian Nationalist Movement.

Module 2: Indian Constitution and provisions for women. Women’s | 15
political participation and Indian democracy. A history of local self- | hours
government in India. Women in local self-government: Prospects
and challenges. Politics of Reservation. Quota campaign. Analytical
reflections on case studies of women in panchayats.

15
Module 3: Governance through civil society movements and | hours
organisations. The Kudumbashree experience in Kerala

15
Module 4: Women in politics in Goa. Experiences from the field. hours

Pedagogy: lectures/assignments/self-study/ documentaries and discussion/ group
readings and discussions/ presentations/ quiz/framing policies and
schemes/Interviews with women in politics
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Course
Outcome

Basic political awareness from a gendered perspective.
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