
 
 

Programme: M. A Women’s Studies 
Title of the Course: MAPPING THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT 
Course Code: WST501 
Number of Credits: 4 
Effective from Academic Year: 2022-2023 

Course prerequisite:  
 

Registration in any Masters Programme at Goa University 
Students from other disciplines may opt for this course as an 
Elective 

Objectives: This course will introduce students to the history of liberty, 
equality, freedom and justice and take the students through 
the trajectory of the women’s movement in the west and will 
focus on mapping the different phases of the Indian Women’s 
Movement (IWM). Beginning with the emergence of the 
women’s question in colonial India, to issues raised during the 
Independence movement and women’s involvement in the 
Nationalist struggle for independence, this course will take 
students through the journey of the IWM post-Independence 
to the birth of the Autonomous Women’s Movement from 
individual achievements of women to women’s issues and 
movements.  

Content: 
 
 

Module 1: Tracing the history of liberty, equality, 
freedom and justice. Waves of the Feminist 
Movement in west; (First Wave, Second Wave and 
Third Wave). 
 
Module 2: Women as beneficiaries and in need of 
protection. Women’s issues in colonial India: sati, 
bride price, child marriage and the concerns brought 
about with teenaged mothers, education, plight of 
widows, religious dedication and prostitution, etc. 
Social reform movement and women in colonial India 
(Abbaka Rani,  Rani of Jhansi, Anandi bai Joshi, 
Rasundari Devi, Rukmabai, Pandita Ramabai, Durgabai 
Deshmukh, Savitribai Phule, etc.)   
        
Module 3: Gender and the Nation. Gandhi and 
Women. Participation in Nationalist movement. 
Women leaders. Post-Independence and the birth of 
the Autonomous Women’s Movement. Women’s 
experience of social and political postcolonial 
movements in India Women’s issues, movements and 
growth of NGOisation. Dalit feminist movements and 
questions within feminist movements – navigating 
leadership and agenda of women’s movement. 
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Women’s movement and impact on policy and laws, 
Social media: movements and challenges. Student 
Protests, Sexuality, LGBTQ Movements, Menstrual 
Activism, Anti CAA protests, and other contemporary 
movements. 
     
Module 4: Goa: History of Women’s Movement in 
Goa: Issues and Concerns. Mapping the Contemporary 
women’s movements in Goa through news and social 
media.   
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Pedagogy: lectures/assignments/self-study/Role Play/poster and album 
making/presentations/ group readings and discussions 
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Course Outcomes: 1.The course will help students to understand the current 
scenario in India and to trace transitions within the Women’s 
Movement. 
2.Through the course, students will be enabled to develop a 
critical understanding of present society from a gendered lens 
and understand the growth of the women’s movement in India 
and Goa in particular. 
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