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Prerequisites for the 

course 

 

Students are expected to have preliminary knowledge 

concerning basic concepts of archaeology.  

Number 

of Hours 

Objectives: 

 

This course aims to introduce the students to key 

concepts and approaches in archaeology, highlighting 

their applications in interpreting the human past. The 

definition, aims and scope of archaeology and its 

development as a discipline is introduced to the students. 

Legislation related to archaeology and the role of 

archaeology in heritage management is also discussed in 

this course. 

 

Content: 

 

I: Introduction to Archaeology  

a. Archaeology as the study of the past: Definition, 

Aims, Scope and Methods. 

b. Relationship with History and Anthropology. 

c. Developments in Archaeology from 19
th

 century 

till the present. 

d. A Review of Indian Archaeology.  

e. Archaeology of Post-Independence India: 

contribution of institutions and individuals. 

 

II: Archaeological Methods and theories 

i. General methods of archaeological field work 

a. Methods of data retrieval: Exploration and 

Excavations. 

b. Field discoveries: Traditional methods of 

explorations and site discoveries using textual 

sources, chance discoveries, map and satellite 

image studies and village to village surveys.  

c. Understanding dating in 

Archaeology/Chronology and dating 

methods. Relative and absolute dating 

methods.  

d. Importance of excavated remains for 

historical reconstruction. 

e. Sources used in the study of Archaeology. 

f.  Key Archaeological Findings and their 

significance. 

ii. Theories in Archaeology. 

a. Antiquarian period to Traditional 

Archaeology.  
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b.New Archaeology/ Processual Archaeology. 

c. Post-Processual Archaeology.  

 

III: Archaeology of Goa  

a. Prehistoric past. 

b. Sources of Archaeological remains for the study 

of past: Rock art, Rock-cut excavations, 

Sculptural remains, Architecture (Temples, Forts, 

Mosques, Churches, Memorials and Tanks), 

Epigraphic and Numismatic evidences. 

 

IV: Cultural resource management and public 

archaeology  

a. Cultural Heritage, Monuments and 

Archaeological Legislations/Treasure Trove Act. 

b. Public Archaeology. 
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Pedagogy: Lectures/guest lectures/ tutorials/ field work and visits 

(compulsory)/assignments. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

 

On the successful completion of this course, students will  

1. Acquire better understanding of archaeology  

2. Be able to analyse the theories and approaches 

concerning archaeology  

3. Be able to apply theories and concepts of 

archaeology in actual research situations.  

4. Understand the debates in the field of 

archaeology.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Vinod
Highlight


