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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the research proposal is to examine how the Hunter Trilogy by Chris 

Kuzneski skillfully combines elements of the thriller and historical fiction genres to 

create an engrossing story that appeals to readers on several levels. The study aims to 

explore the complexities of Kuzneski's storytelling through a variety of methods, 

including character analysis, evaluation of historical authenticity, investigation of 

narrative structure, identification of recurrent themes, investigation of writing style, and 

analysis of reader engagement. The research intends to provide light on how the 

combination of history and suspense adds to the trilogy's appeal and impact by 

exploring the characters, plot, historical setting, and reception of the trilogy. In the end, 

the study will offer insightful perspectives on how exciting narrative and historical 

accuracy interact in modern literature, giving readers a greater comprehension of 

Kuzneski's distinctive narrative approach. 
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CHAPTER 1 

1.​   INTRODUCTION 

1.1  IMPORTANCE AND REASONS OF THE PROPOSED RESEARCH 

This research paper will delve into the historical mysteries presented in the 

trilogy while also examining the action-adventure thriller elements that drive the plot. It 

will also explore how the author blends history and suspense to create a captivating 

narrative, as well as analyze the significance of the artifacts featured in the books and 

their historical context. Additionally, it will investigate how the characters' actions and 

decisions contribute to the overall thrill of the trilogy. The research will be done by 

applying some of the cultural theories. 

The historical thriller genre has always been fascinating, blending the allure of 

the past with the tension of the present. Chris Kuzneski is a notable author in this field, 

especially known for his Hunter Trilogy. This series masterfully blends history, mystery, 

and action, creating an intriguing adventure. In this exploration, we'll take an exciting 

journey through Kuzneski's trilogy, diving deep into the complex world of characters, 

artifacts, and historical events that shape these captivating stories. With a particular 

focus on the mysterious artifacts that are central to the trilogy, we'll examine how 

Kuzneski combines extensive historical research with heart-pounding excitement, 

keeping readers on the edge of their seats.  
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1.​ 2 SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE RESEARCH 

The scope of this research paper encompasses a comprehensive analysis of Chris 

Kuzneski's Hunter Trilogy, focusing on the intricate interplay between historical 

elements and thriller genre conventions. The examination will delve deeply into the 

ways in which Kuzneski seamlessly weaves historical mysteries and action-adventure 

thrills, dissecting the narrative structure, character dynamics, and reader engagement. 

This analysis will also extend to the significance and contextualization of the enigmatic 

artifacts featured in the trilogy.  

To achieve this, the research will apply selected cultural theories as a lens 

through which to interpret and understand the fusion of history and suspense in 

Kuzneski's work. The paper will not only aim to uncover the artistry of the author in 

creating a compelling narrative but also highlight the potential challenges of such an 

interdisciplinary approach. 

The research for this paper encounters certain inherent limitations. One primary 

challenge lies in the availability of academic sources and critical analyses related to 

Chris Kuzneski's Hunter Trilogy. As this genre may not have received extensive 

scholarly attention, there may be a scarcity of in-depth materials for reference. Another 

consideration is the relatively limited audience for this research, as it specifically targets 

readers with a distinct interest in both the works of Chris Kuzneski and the historical 

thriller genre, potentially reducing its broader appeal. Furthermore, the interdisciplinary 

nature of this study, which combines historical analysis with thriller literature analysis, 

introduces a layer of complexity. 

​
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1.​ RESEARCH PROBLEM/ QUESTION 

How does Chris Kuzneski's Hunter Trilogy blend elements of history and thriller 

genres, and what impact does this fusion have on the narrative structure and reader 

engagement?​

 

2.                  RELEVANCE AND NECESSITY OF THE PROPOSED RESEARCH  

2.1 NECESSITY IN THE FIELD OF LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE 

It contributes to the understanding and appreciation of the historical thriller 

genre, a genre that has long fascinated readers.  

The research bridges the gap between history and literature, exploring the fusion of 

historical contexts and storytelling. This interdisciplinary approach provides valuable 

insights into how historical events, artifacts, and settings are utilized to create a 

compelling narrative. 

Furthermore, this research is crucial for scholars and enthusiasts of language and 

literature as it addresses the challenges of studying relatively less explored niches 

within the literary world. It highlights the limitations and possibilities of conducting 

research in areas where academic sources may be scarce and the audience may be 

specialized. This serves as a valuable case study for researchers venturing into 

lesser-explored literary territories. 
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2. 2 RELEVANCE TO THE SOCIETY  

It contributes to the realm of literature and cultural studies by offering an 

in-depth analysis of a popular but underexplored genre, the historical thriller. By 

dissecting how Chris Kuzneski blends history and suspense in his work, this research 

sheds light on the artistry and craftsmanship of authors in this genre, potentially 

inspiring other writers and enriching the literary landscape. 

The research extends its relevance to readers and fans of historical thrillers, as 

well as those interested in cultural theories. It offers them a deeper understanding of the 

genre, its historical context, and the elements that make it compelling, thereby 

enhancing their appreciation and enjoyment of such literature. The study's 

interdisciplinary approach, combining historical and literary analysis, contributes to the 

broader academic community. It showcases the potential for interdisciplinarity in 

research, encouraging scholars to explore connections between diverse fields and 

methodologies. This approach can be applicable to various areas of study, fostering a 

holistic understanding of complex subjects.​

 

3.                  OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

●​ To investigate the main characters in the trilogy, their development, and how 

they contribute to the overall thrill and historical context. 

●​ To assess the historical accuracy of the events and settings portrayed in the 

trilogy, and how they enhance the plot. 

●​ To analyse the narrative structure, including pacing, plot twists, and the balance 

between historical elements and the thriller aspect. 
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●​ To identify recurring themes and motifs in the trilogy, such as the pursuit of 

artifacts, historical mysteries, or character motivations. 

●​ To explore Chris Kuzneski's writing style and how it adds to the enigmatic 

atmosphere of the books. 

●​ To investigate how the trilogy engages readers emotionally and intellectually, 

keeping them on the edge of their seats. 

●​ To examine critical and reader reception of the trilogy and its impact on the 

thriller and historical fiction genres. 

​
​
4.                  LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

6.1 RESEARCHERS AND RESEARCH IN THE SELECTED FIELD  

Historical Fiction or Fictionalized History? Problems for Writers of Historical Novels 

for Young Adults By Joanne Brown published in the year 1998 

As reported in this article, historical fiction for young adults has gained 

popularity, with publishers promoting series in the genre. Defining historical fiction's 

temporal setting is challenging, often influenced by teachers' goals. It frequently 

features adolescent protagonists facing societal norms and displaying heroism. The 

question of "truth" in historical fiction involves interpreting history, shaping the 

narrative. Balancing a compelling narrative with historical accuracy is crucial, and 

language and dialogue authenticity pose challenges. The portrayal of gender roles 

reflects historical beliefs, sometimes conflicting with modern sensibilities. The issue of 

provenance sparks debates about authorial freedom and cultural appropriation. The 
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study of historical fiction requires critical thinking and exploring diverse perspectives 

on how the past is relevant to the present. 

  

More than Monsters: Dark Fantasy, the Mystery-Thriller and Horror’s Heterogeneous 

History by Matthew A. Killmeier published in 2013 

The text discusses the evolution of the thriller genre, which emphasizes 

sensations like fear, mystery, exhilaration, and excitement. It traces the genre's roots to 

three literary predecessors: the Eighteenth-century Gothic novel, the Victorian sensation 

novel, and the detective or mystery story. Thrillers emerge as a response to the 

disenchantment of the modern, industrialised world, seeking to re-enchant it. They 

typically take place in contemporary urban settings but introduce elements of mystery 

and adventure, creating a contrast between the ordinary and extraordinary. The genre 

infuses the mundane with the spirit of older, more marvellous realms, often 

incorporating exotic elements to captivate and thrill the audience. 

  

Artifact Study: A Proposed Model by E. McClung Fleming published in the year 1974 

A part of this article highlights the significance of material culture in 

understanding human civilization. It emphasizes the role of artifacts in shaping culture, 

from architecture to everyday objects. While disciplines like art history, archaeology, 

and history of technology focus on specific aspects of material culture, the broader field 

of cultural history lacks a systematic approach for analysing artifacts. Museums play a 

vital role in preserving and exhibiting artifacts but often focus more on physical 

properties and cataloging than on cultural analysis and interpretation. The text suggests 
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a need for a more comprehensive study of material culture to fully grasp its role in 

human development and society. 

  

Fictional History and Historical Fiction by Matt F. Oja published in 1988 

The text discusses the conceptual continuum between narrative history and 

narrative fiction, suggesting that they are not qualitatively distinct genres but rather 

different points along a spectrum. It acknowledges that both historical and fictional 

narratives involve some degree of subjectivity and storytelling. The text focuses on two 

specific works, Solzhenitsyn's "The Gulag Archipelago" and Kis "A Tomb for Boris 

Davidovich," which exemplify this spectrum. Solzhenitsyn's work is recognized as 

primarily historical but with a fictional quality due to its unique style, while Kis book, 

presented as historical truth, blurs the line between history and fiction, prompting 

readers to question the distinction between the two genres.​

 

5.                  FORMULATION OF HYPOTHESIS 

The Hunter Trilogy by Chris Kuzneski skillfully combines elements of history 

and thriller genres, intertwining historical enigmas and items with a contemporary 

suspenseful narrative. ​

 

6.                  RESEARCH METHODOLOGY FOR PROPOSED RESEARCH 

●​ This research will employ a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative 

and quantitative analysis. Qualitative methods such as textual analysis and 

thematic coding will be used to examine the narrative structure, character 

development, themes, and writing style.  
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●​ Historical accuracy will be assessed through comparative analysis with historical 

sources and expert consultation where necessary.  

●​ Reader engagement will be evaluated through surveys, focus group discussions, 

and analysis of online reviews. Critical reception will be explored through the 

review of scholarly articles, literary critiques, and interviews with literary 

scholars and critics. 

●​ The three primary texts from The Hunters trilogy i.e. "The Hunters," "The 

Forbidden Tomb," and "The Prisoner's Gold" will be read thoroughly to extract 

relevant information. 

●​ An analysis of the genre will be done to identify specific instances where history 

is incorporated into the thriller narrative, along with its impact on the plot and 

character development.. 

●​ Narrative Structure will be analysed by focusing on how historical and thriller 

elements are woven together while considering the pacing, the balance between 

historical exposition and action, and the use of cliffhangers or plot twists. 

​
 
7.                  RESEARCH DESIGN  

7.1 CHAPTERIZATION 

Chapter I: Introduction 

Chapter II: Thriller Genre:An Evolution 

Chapter III: High-Stakes Pursuit 

Chapter IV: The Enigma Unveiled 
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Chapter V: Plot  Shapes Characters 

Chapter VI: Conclusion 
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CHAPTER 2  

THRILLER GENRE: AN EVOLUTION  

“Thrillers are like life, but with all the boring parts taken out.”- anonymous  

  

2.1  WHAT IS THRILLER? 

According to Merriam Webster, the thriller genre is one that thrills especially : a 

work of fiction or drama designed to hold the interest by the use of a high degree of 

intrigue, adventure, or suspense. (Merriam Webster) 

A book, play, or movie with an exciting story, especially one about crime or 

spying.(Oxford dictionary) 

Thriller is a genre of fiction with numerous, often overlapping, subgenres, 

including crime, horror, and detective fiction. Thrillers are characterised and defined by 

the moods they elicit, giving their audiences heightened feelings of suspense, 

excitement, surprise, anticipation and anxiety.(wiki) 

A thriller, distinct from a mystery though sharing similarities, is characterized by 

its high-intensity narrative, abundant action, and frequent moments of tension, anxiety, 

and fear. Unlike mysteries, which often delve deeply into clues and detective work, 

thrillers prioritize propelling the plot forward with twists and turns, providing just 

enough information to drive the characters towards action. While both genres revolve 

around the intrigue of uncovering secrets or solving crimes, thrillers focus on the 

urgency of saving the world or escaping danger, making them a subset of the broader 

mystery genre. 
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Daniel Gerhard Brown (born June 22, 1964) is an American author best known 

for his thriller novels, including the Robert Langdon novels Angels & Demons (2000), 

The Da Vinci Code (2003), The Lost Symbol (2009), Inferno (2013), and Origin (2017), 

tells us how to write a thriller. He says you should stick to three main things: making 

sure all questions are answered by the end (the contract), putting the hero in a tough 

spot with no easy way out (the crucible), and adding a sense of urgency with time 

pressure (the clock). When you mix these in surprising ways, you've got a thrilling 

story(Dan Brown) 

  

2.2 EVOLUTION AND IMPACT FROM HISTORY TO PRESENT OF THRILLER 

2.2.1 History of the Thriller 

Exploring life's mysteries and confronting the fears they evoke is a fundamental 

aspect of being human. It's no wonder that when we look back at the origins of thrillers, 

we find them in the earliest epic poems. Fast forward 2,500 years, and the Brothers 

Grimm are publishing thrilling retellings of ancient German folk tales. These stories 

feature brave heroes and heroines battling villains, risking their lives, and unraveling 

mysteries that keep readers glued to the edge of their seats. James Fenimore Cooper's 

"The Spy," published in 1821, is often hailed as the first literary thriller, following an 

American agent navigating British territory during the Revolutionary War. From ancient 

tales like Odysseus' adventures to classics like "Little Red Riding Hood" and "One 

Thousand and One Nights," to modern bestsellers like "The Silent Patient," the thriller 

genre has a rich and diverse history. 
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2.2.2 Evolution of Thriller 

When talking about the beginnings of thrillers, we have to go back to the very 

origins of storytelling. Even though people didn't use the word "thriller" back then, we 

can still see elements of what we now call thriller stories in old literature and tales 

passed down through spoken traditions. 

The oldest known piece of literature is from Sumeria, called The Epic of 

Gilgamesh, dating back to around 2100 B.C. It tells the tale of a king and his rival who 

become allies and embark on adventures to foreign lands, encountering various 

supernatural beings along the way. Ancient cultures like the Greeks and Mesopotamians 

also had stories filled with elements that we would find thrilling today. 

Greek mythology is full of stories about heroes facing dangerous trials, fighting 

monsters, and embarking on risky adventures. Homer's "Odyssey" and "Iliad" are prime 

examples of epic poems that include tense moments, surprising turns, and high-stakes 

conflicts. "The Odyssey," written around the 8th century B.C., tells the gripping tale of 

Odysseus' ten-year journey home to Ithaca, where he and his crew encounter both 

mortals and gods. Similarly, "One Thousand and One Nights," also known as Arabian 

Nights, is a collection of tales from the Middle East featuring murder mysteries, 

courtroom dramas, and eerie encounters in haunted houses. 

During the Middle Ages, stories about knights, quests, and adventure became 

popular in Europe. Works like "Le Morte d'Arthur" by Sir Thomas Malory and tales of 

King Arthur and his knights often had suspenseful and dangerous moments as 

characters went on heroic missions and encountered tough enemies. 
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Before writing became common, storytelling was mostly done orally. Folklore 

and myths from different cultures often had suspenseful, mysterious, and dangerous 

elements. From the Grimm Brothers' fairy tales to the Arabian Nights stories, these tales 

often had heroes facing supernatural beings, going through magical forests, and 

overcoming tough challenges. 

Thriller stories draw inspiration from true crime, folklore, history, literature, 

movies, TV, and even other thriller tales like the Grimm fairy tales. Many thriller books 

have been turned into TV shows, movies, and plays, like "Gone Girl" by Gillian Flynn 

and "You" by Caroline Kepnes, which is now a popular Netflix series. Even though the 

term "thriller" didn't come about until later, the roots of thrilling storytelling can be 

traced back to myths, epics, folktales, and dramatic works from ancient times. These 

stories set the stage for the suspenseful and exciting tales that still capture our 

imaginations today. 

  

2.3 TYPES OF THRILLERS 

If a scenario could induce panic in real life, it's likely to be a gripping premise 

for a thriller novel. While there's often overlap between different thriller sub-genres, 

we'll take a look at some of the main types of thrillers that have developed since the 

time of Gilgamesh. These range from psychological thrillers that delve into the 

complexities of the human mind to adrenaline-fueled adventures that keep readers 

hooked with non-stop action. 

Psychological thrillers are chilling because they uncover the darker aspects of 

human psychology. In these stories, the focus is mainly on the characters' emotions and 

thoughts, particularly when they're feeling anxious or unsure. They're filled with 
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suspense and mystery, as characters navigate tricky moral dilemmas or try to determine 

what's real. The tension arises from their mental struggles and attempts to understand 

themselves and others. In the latter part of the 20th century, psychological thrillers 

gained popularity, delving into the complexities of the human mind and the blurred 

boundaries between reality and illusion. Movies like "Silence of the Lambs," "Seven," 

and "Fight Club" tackled themes of psychological manipulation, obsession, and moral 

ambiguity, leaving audiences questioning their own sense of right and wrong. In 

literature, works like Alex Michaelides' "The Silent Patient," Jean Hanff Korelitz's "The 

Plot," and Emma Donoghue’s "Room" showcase the power of psychological suspense, 

exploring themes of deception, survival, and the depths of human emotion. 

Action thrillers, including crime, conspiracy, and spy stories, unfold in the 

shadows where investigations and intelligence operations are key. They blend action 

and suspense to hook the audience. These narratives often feature journeys where 

characters confront challenges and adversaries, leading to surprises along the way. 

Expect thrilling physical feats, high-stakes conflicts, and fast-paced storytelling to keep 

you on edge. Set in intriguing locations, these tales showcase courageous heroes 

unraveling mysteries to hold your attention. They echo the epic journey of classics like 

the Odyssey. Modern examples include movies like "Indiana Jones" and "James Bond," 

as well as books like "The Da Vinci Code" by Dan Brown, offering action, adventure, 

and suspense at every turn. 

Science fiction thrillers are a type of thriller that combines elements of science 

fiction to make the story even more intriguing and suspenseful. These stories often 

feature advanced technology, futuristic settings, or speculative scientific ideas that drive 

the plot. They might explore topics like artificial intelligence, space travel, time 
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manipulation, or dystopian worlds. Examples include movies like "Inception" and 

"Blade Runner," as well as books like "The Martian" and "Jurassic Park." In Robert 

Louis Stevenson's "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," technology's 

boundaries are questioned when a potion transforms a kind scientist into a dangerous 

criminal. 

Political or legal thrillers zoom in on big battles happening on the world stage 

and smaller ones unfolding in courtrooms. For instance, in "The Manchurian Candidate" 

by Richard Condon, a former prisoner of war is manipulated into becoming an assassin. 

Meanwhile, M.T. Edvardsson’s "A Nearly Normal Family" brings us inside the 

courtroom drama as a family grapples with their daughter's murder trial. 

Historical thrillers are exciting books that whisk readers away to past times, 

blending smart topics, rich characters, and captivating plots. These gripping stories 

typically feature secrets, peril, and suspense against historical settings. In Ta-Nehisi 

Coates’ "The Water Dancer," we meet Hiram Walker, a covert operative in the 

Underground Railroad. Lara Prescott’s "The Secrets We Kept" follows two CIA clerks 

tasked with a daunting mission: smuggling the manuscript of "Doctor Zhivago" out of 

the USSR during the Cold War. 

Disaster or Armageddon thrillers task the characters with nothing less than 

saving lives, and doing it on a deadline. In The Tsunami Countdown by Boyd Morrison, 

one man has one hour to save millions from a rogue wave in the Pacific. Stephen King’s 

The Stand is a horrifying tale about the end of the world, and how the remaining 1% of 

the Earth’s population survive the fallout. 
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2.4 HOW THRILLER GENRE EXPLORES HISTORICAL EVENTS MAKING IT 

ENIGMATIC  

Thrillers often dive into real historical events, mixing truth and imagination to 

craft intriguing and gripping stories that keep readers hooked. Here's how they do it: 

Historical thrillers have a special appeal because they blend real facts with 

fictional storytelling to create gripping narratives. One common theme in these stories is 

characters digging into the past to uncover long-hidden secrets or truths about 

significant historical events. These secrets often involve conspiracies, cover-ups, or 

suppressed information, adding mystery and suspense to the plot. As readers follow 

along, they're drawn into a suspenseful journey filled with twists and turns. 

Some historical thrillers take creative liberties by reimagining real historical 

figures in fictional scenarios. This can involve mixing fictional characters with 

historical figures or speculating about the motives and actions of well-known 

individuals. This blending of fact and fiction adds an extra layer of mystery and 

intrigue, leaving readers questioning what's true and what's made up. 

Additionally, historical thrillers sometimes explore alternate versions of history, 

imagining how things might have played out differently if key events had taken a 

different course. This speculative approach challenges traditional historical narratives 

and sparks curiosity about the "what ifs" of history. This adds depth and excitement to 

the story, keeping readers engaged as they consider different possible outcomes. 

Furthermore, the detailed historical settings in these thrillers transport readers to 

different time periods, enriching the story with vivid descriptions of past eras. Whether 

it's ancient civilizations or more recent historical periods, these settings provide a rich 
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backdrop for the thrilling events to unfold. By immersing readers in the sights and 

sounds of the past, these settings make the story feel authentic and immersive. 

Finally, historical thrillers often draw parallels to modern-day issues, using 

historical events as a lens to explore contemporary themes like power, corruption, and 

morality. This adds complexity to the story, prompting readers to reflect on how the past 

influences the present. It encourages readers to think about the timeless aspects of 

human nature and the cyclical nature of history. In general, thrillers that delve into 

historical events bring richness, complexity, and mystery to their stories, captivating 

audiences with intriguing tales full of suspense and excitement set in the past. Whether 

revealing long-hidden secrets, putting a new spin on real historical figures, or imagining 

different versions of history, these thrillers offer an intriguing look into the mysteries of 

bygone eras and the puzzles that still influence our world today. 

In summary, historical thrillers blend real events with fiction to create gripping 

stories set in the past. They uncover secrets, reimagine historical figures, and explore 

alternative histories, providing an exciting peek into earlier times. The mix of facts and 

imagination keeps readers hooked throughout the story. Detailed historical settings 

make the past come alive, adding authenticity to the narrative. These stories also make 

connections to modern issues, prompting readers to think about how history still affects 

us today. Overall, historical thrillers are exciting adventures that delve into the mysteries 

of the past, keeping readers enthralled with every twist and turn. 

  

2.5 PRESENT DAY SUSPENSEFUL NARRATIVE 

The thriller genre really took off when movies became popular in the middle of 

the 20th century. Directors like Alfred Hitchcock made a big name for themselves with 
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suspenseful films like "Psycho," "Vertigo," and "North by Northwest." These movies 

often featured regular people thrown into extraordinary situations, with suspenseful 

stories and surprising twists keeping viewers on the edge of their seats. 

During the Cold War, spy thrillers became a hit, reflecting the tense politics of 

the time. Writers like Ian Fleming, creator of James Bond, and John le Carré, known for 

his intricate spy stories, grabbed readers' attention with tales of espionage and betrayal. 

Nowadays, Netflix is a big player in the entertainment industry, offering a wide range of 

original content, including many suspenseful shows and movies. 

Netflix puts a lot of effort into making its original content look great, with 

top-notch visuals, skilled direction, and impressive special effects when needed. This 

attention to detail helps make the viewing experience more immersive and enhances the 

suspenseful aspects of the story. 

Netflix has a lot of different types of thrillers, catering to different tastes. 

Whether you like psychological thrillers, crime dramas, supernatural mysteries, or 

political conspiracies, Netflix has something for you. This variety lets Netflix appeal to 

a wide audience and encourages creativity in the suspense genre. 

One of Netflix's strengths is its binge-watching format, where you can watch 

entire seasons of a show all at once. This works especially well for suspenseful stories, 

as it lets viewers dive deep into the story without interruption. Being able to watch 

multiple episodes in a row builds tension and keeps viewers hooked. 

Netflix is available all over the world, reaching audiences in almost every 

country. This global reach means Netflix can make and show suspenseful stories that 

appeal to people from different cultures and backgrounds. By drawing on different 
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cultural traditions, Netflix offers a diverse selection of suspenseful content that 

resonates with viewers worldwide. 

Netflix has also tried out interactive storytelling, where viewers can make 

choices that affect the story. This adds an extra layer of suspense and engagement, as 

viewers become part of the story and influence what happens. Interactive shows like 

"Black Mirror: Bandersnatch" show Netflix's commitment to trying new things and 

involving viewers in the storytelling process. 

Overall, Netflix's approach to making suspenseful content involves high-quality 

production, a wide range of subgenres, binge-worthy formats, global appeal, and 

experimentation with interactive storytelling. These factors help Netflix deliver gripping 

and exciting suspenseful stories to audiences everywhere. 

​
​
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CHAPTER 3 

  HIGH-STAKES PURSUIT 

 "Thrillers are the literature of escape, and one of the keys to writing a good 
thriller is the constant raising of the stakes." - Steve Berry 

 

3.1 ABOUT THE AUTHOR AND THE TRILOGY 

The Hunters is a book series written by Chris Kuzneski, an American author. 

Born on September 2, 1969, in Indiana, Pennsylvania, Chris Kuzneski is renowned as 

an American novelist whose gripping thrillers have captivated readers across the globe. 

With works translated into over 20 languages and distributed in more than 40 countries, 

Kuzneski has carved a distinguished niche in the realm of literature. 

Kuzneski's literary inclination manifested early on, in fourth-grade, he authored, 

"The Monster Cookbook," which garnered such admiration from his school's librarian 

that it earned a coveted spot in the library's collection. His academic pursuits led him to 

the University of Pittsburgh, where he not only excelled in football but also obtained an 

undergraduate degree in writing, laying the foundation for his future endeavours. 

During his time at Pitt, Kuzneski honed his craft further, contributing to various 

publications including The Pitt News, the Indiana Gazette, and the Pittsburgh 

Post-Gazette. 

Despite finding success as an English teacher and football coach in western 

Pennsylvania, Kuzneski's true calling beckoned him toward a career as a novelist. 

Departing from the realm of education, he embarked on a journey fueled by his literary 

ambitions. This transition culminated in the release of his debut novel, "The Plantation," 
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signalling the commencement of an illustrious career characterised by a diverse array of 

works spanning multiple genres, including action-adventure, mystery, and 

techno-thriller. 

Among his most notable achievements are the acclaimed Payne & Jones series, 

featuring titles like "The Secret Crown" and "The Malta Escape," as well as the Hunters 

series and its prequel, the Hunters: Origins series. His literary prowess has garnered 

widespread recognition, with his eleventh novel, "The Prisoner’s Gold," clinching the 

prestigious Thriller Award for the 2016 Book of the Year at a gala hosted by the 

International Thriller Writers (ITW) in New York City. Additionally, Kuzneski's works 

have been celebrated by esteemed institutions such as the Florida Book Awards and 

recognized as featured selections by the Literary Guild. Armed with witty prose and a 

unique narrative voice, Kuzneski has garnered praise from top authors such as James 

Patterson, Nelson DeMille, Lee Child, and Clive Cussler. 

Currently, Chris Kuzneski resides on the tranquil Gulf Coast of Florida, where 

he continues to weave intricate narratives that enthral audiences worldwide, cementing 

his status as a master storyteller in the realm of contemporary fiction. 

  

3.2 HISTORICAL THRILLER ELEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE TRILOGY 

The Hunters series by Chris  Kuzneski follows the adventures of a team of 

renegades – an ex-military leader, a historian, a computer whiz, a weapons expert and a 

thief – financed by a billionaire philanthropist who are tasked with finding the world's 

most legendary treasures.  
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Since thrillers are plot driven narratives, we’ll take a closer look at The Hunters 

trilogy while taking into consideration their narrative techniques and how well they 

contribute towards the thriller plot:  

3.2.1 The Hunters 

The Hunters is the first book in this thrilling series written by Chris Kuzneski. In 

this gripping adventure, the team of renegades embarks on a quest to find the world’s 

most legendary treasures. Their first mission is to locate a Romanian train filled with 

riches that disappeared in Russia during World War I. According to the text, in 1859, 

Romania adopted a progressive constitution, which led to its modernization and 

independence from the Ottoman Empire in 1877, officially recognized in 1878. Under 

King Carol I, Romania experienced stability and prosperity until World War I.  

Despite the king's German origins, his people favored alliances with England, 

France, and Russia, leading to internal strife. Romania eventually entered the war in 

1916, prompting the decision to safeguard the nation's treasures by sending them to 

Russia for safekeeping. General Mossoloff and Ion Antonescu signed an agreement 

guaranteeing the safety and return of the Romanian National Treasure, including gold, 

jewels, and artifacts, temporarily housed in Moscow's Kremlin. However, after the 

Soviet government declared war on Romania in 1918, the treasure became inaccessible. 

French attempts to mediate were futile, resulting in Soviet confiscation of some assets. 

Though most of the treasure was eventually returned in 1934, negotiations for the 

remainder were unsuccessful. Valued at over $3.5 billion, everyone wants to claim this 

vast treasure, but its location has remained a mystery—until now. 
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        ​ From the beginning of book one - The Hunters - we see how Chris Kuzneski 

describes the Russian criminal, building up the tension in the narrative. 

 “Vladimir Kozlov had built a criminal empire in Moscow. He dabbled in 

everything from drugs and weapons to prostitution and smuggling. In recent 

years, he had discovered the advantages of cybercrime, though he rarely used 

computers himself. Through it all, he had managed to avoid prosecution. Thanks 

to the liberal free-trade laws established after the fall of the Soviet Union and, 

more importantly, millions of dollars in bribes to key officials, Kozlov was 

viewed by most Russians - the same people that he secretly robbed, and 

threatened, and extorted - as a national hero. But to the FBI, he was something 

else. He was a person of interest. Possibly the most interesting man in New 

York” 

The beginning of this chapter starts with a thrill and ends with a cliffhanger “He 

hoped a long stroll would calm his nerves. Instead, it put his life in danger." (Kuzneski, 

“Hunters” 20) Here the reader can see how  the author ends chapter one on a 

cliffhanger keeping the reader engaged for the following chapter while maintaining the 

thrill in the narrative. One can also notice how the main characters are not introduced 

until chapter two, where he calls one of the main characters as ‘intruder’ while 

describing her instead of giving out her name. 

Initially in chapter three we see how the author gives a plot twist “She entered 

the house and immediately froze in place.”(Kuzneski, “Hunters” 24) Since she broke 

into a house one may think she froze because she got caught by a guard or something 

bad was  about to happen to her but when one reads the following lines “Her surprise 

had nothing to do with alarms or warnings. It had to do with the striking difference 
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between the exterior of the house and its lavish interior.”(Kuzneski, “Hunters” 24)The 

reader can see how the author uses a method of plot twist, where he creates thrill and 

makes the readers think that she is in potential danger whereas in reality it's just that 

she’s amazed by the interior. The ending of this chapter also has a cliffhanger-  “In a 

flash, she realized it wasn’t a room at all. It was a walk-in meat locker”(Kuzneski, 

“Hunters” 27) the author here does not describe what kind of a meat locker Sarah 

enters, keeping it a secret until the next chapter. 

Chapter eight again ends with a suspense “He had no idea who he was looking for, but 

he hoped someone would stand out. Unfortunately, that someone turned out to be 

him”(Kuzneski, “Hunters'' 47) 

There are also alternate changes in the settings, for example, in the first chapter 

the author describes Vladimir Kozlov who had built a criminal empire in Moscow but 

had a ‘clean’ criminal record. It also describes  how the FBI are after him in a 

surveillance van outside his house whereas chapter two skips  to the intruder trying to 

invade the house which again changes in chapter five where the author focuses on 

Hector Garcia. Changing settings is normal in writing but here, Chris Kuzneski 

describes all these places during the same time. He lets the readers know what is 

happening in different locations during the same time while keeping up with the 

surprise element.      

Here is another example of how Chris Kuzneski weaves thriller into a historical 

narrative: 

“Thinking quickly, the gunman leaped over a railing in the open mezzanine and 

tried to catch her before she reached the back deck. He fired once, barely 

missing her right shoulder but hitting the French doors in front of her… Hoping 
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to find the intruder’s blood on his carpet, Kozlov saw nothing but broken glass. 

Disappointed, he raced to the balcony where he expected to see two crumpled 

bodies on the pool deck below. Instead, he saw something that sickened him to 

his very core: the gunman was helping the intruder out of the pool. It took a 

moment for it to all sink in. The two of them were working together. Kozlov’s 

face turned red as he roared, ‘Kill them both!’ ” (Kuzneski, “Hunters'' 39-40) 

        ​ The stakes here are raised with each passing moment as the gunman takes aim, 

his shots narrowly missing their mark and shattering the tranquility of the scene. The 

reader is kept engaged as Kozlov reacts to the unfolding chaos, his hopes dashed as he 

discovers the unexpected alliance between the intruder and the gunman.The revelation 

that the two of them are working together adds a twist to the narrative, deepening the 

intrigue and leaving Kozlov reeling with shock and disbelief. The sudden shift in 

dynamics injects a sense of unpredictability into the scene, keeping the reader guessing 

about the true motives of the characters involved. 

“It was as if he had been transported to 1916 and was standing in the macabre 

quiet of the Crimson Drawing Room of the Alexander Palace - the preferred home of 

Nicholas II and his family. A gilded chandelier hung from the ceiling. Marble columns 

braced heavily draped walls. The chairs were richly upholstered in crimson cloth. The 

carpet was deep and crimson. The walls were covered with the same sort of emerald 

wallpaper that had adorned the royal home.”(Kuzneski, “Hunters''187) The passage 

evokes a vivid historical scene, transporting the reader back to 1916, a time of opulence 

and grandeur, with a specific reference to the Alexander Palace, the preferred residence 

of Nicholas II, the last Tsar of Russia, and his family. Overall, the passage sets the scene 
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of a lavish and stately room, transporting the reader to a bygone era of aristocratic 

splendor and royal opulence. 

In conclusion, Chris Kuzneski's "The Hunters" is a brilliant fusion of thrilling 

action sequences with historical intrigue that creates a compelling story that has readers 

on the edge of their seats the entire time. Kuzneski creates a cast of individuals 

entangled in a search for the most fabled jewels in the world, set against the backdrop of 

historical figures and actual events, with painstaking research and skillful storytelling. 

  

The Hunters set off on an exciting trip full of turns, twists, and unexpected 

alliances, taking them from the dark alleyways of Moscow to the sumptuous palaces of 

Romania, and from the terrible battlefields of World War I to the sun-drenched shores of 

the Mediterranean. The stakes are escalated with every chapter, building suspense and 

dragging readers further into a web of mystery. 

The story is kept interesting and lively by Kuzneski's deft use of cliffhangers, 

plot twists, and different settings. His evocative descriptions also take readers to exotic 

places and bygone ages. Every scene, from the suspenseful Crimson Drawing Room to 

the thrilling chase over Moscow's streets, is vividly brought to life with rich cinematic 

texture and vivid images.Chris Kuzneski has written a gripping tale in "The Hunters," 

which will enthrall readers and make them eagerly anticipate the next book in this epic 

series. 
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3.2.2 The Forbidden Tomb 

        ​ The second book, namely The Forbidden Tomb narrates about how for nearly 

two thousand years, the legendary tomb of Alexander the Great—and the extraordinary 

riches concealed within—has remained undiscovered, but recent events may hold the 

key to locating the fabled vault. The Hunters team are tasked with the monumental 

mission of locating this legendary treasure. As they follow a trail of cryptic clues 

leading them to Egypt, they quickly find themselves entangled in a perilous web of 

danger and deception. What begins as a quest for riches soon morphs into a harrowing 

rescue mission, as The Hunters confront hostile adversaries determined to thwart their 

progress. With lives hanging in the balance and ancient mysteries waiting to be 

unearthed, the stakes couldn't be higher. The Forbidden Tomb is a pulse-pounding tale 

of adventure, intrigue, and sacrifice that will leave readers on the edge of their seats 

until the very end. 

In summary, Chris Kuzneski's "The Forbidden Tomb" is an exciting journey that 

skillfully combines historical intrigue with thrilling action. The Hunters team finds 

themselves in a risky game of cat and mouse as they investigate the ancient mystery 

surrounding the fabled Alexander the Great's tomb. Each step they take advances them 

both closer to learning the truth and farther from their enemies. 

Readers are riveted from beginning to end by Kuzneski's deft writing, which 

intensifies with each new revelation and surprising turn along the way. The rich 

backdrop of the high-stakes adventure that the reader is witnessing is created by the 
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vividly rendered locations, which range from the sun-baked deserts of Egypt to the dark 

interiors of buried tombs. 

The Hunters face not only the physical perils of their mission but also the moral 

quandaries that arise in the search for lost treasures, turning what starts out as a quest 

for limitless riches into a test of bravery, devotion, and sacrifice. To carry their mission 

through to its exciting finish, the crew will need to use all of their cunning, 

resourcefulness, and unyielding dedication. After all, lives are on the line and history 

itself may be lost. 

Readers will be gripped by "The Forbidden Tomb" until the very end, when they 

will be itching for the next installment of The Hunters' epic search for mystery, 

adventure, and revelation. 

  

3.2.3 The Prisoner’s Gold 

The third book The Prisoner’s Gold tells about how at the end of the 13th 

century, Chinese Emperor Kublai Khan gave an Italian merchant unfettered access to 

his kingdom. The traveller was Marco Polo, and his journey is legendary. Granted 

unprecedented access to Kublai Khan's kingdom in the 13th century, Polo's legendary 

journey was facilitated by a golden passport, affording him unparalleled freedom in 

China. As he traversed the vast landscapes, Polo amassed a fortune beyond imagination, 

only to conceal its whereabouts before his demise, leaving behind a tantalising mystery 

that has endured through the ages. 

The Hunters team is tasked with the daunting mission of uncovering Polo's 

elusive treasure. Armed with historical accounts of Polo's travels, they embark on a 
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perilous quest that leads them deep into the heart of China. However, they soon discover 

that they are not alone in their pursuit. Hostile adversaries, determined to safeguard the 

secrets of the past, will stop at nothing to thwart their efforts. 

What begins as a straightforward treasure hunt swiftly escalates into a deadly 

game of survival, as The Hunters find themselves entangled in a dangerous web of 

deceit and betrayal. With the fate of history hanging in the balance, they must navigate 

treacherous terrain and outwit their enemies if they are to claim Polo's gold and rewrite 

the annals of time. The Prisoner's Gold is a pulse-pounding tale of adventure, intrigue, 

and high-stakes pursuit that will leave readers breathless until the final page. 

To sum up, Chris Kuzneski's "The Prisoner's Gold" is an exciting journey that 

immerses readers in the heart of ancient China while they search for Marco Polo's 

illusive treasure. When The Hunters team explores the intricate web of Polo's fabled 

voyage, they become entangled in a perilous game of cat and mouse with enemies who 

are determined to keep the mysteries of the past hidden. 

Kuzneski's skillful writing skillfully combines mystery, history, and 

heart-pounding action to produce an engrossing novel that has readers on the edge of 

their seats the entire time. The richly rendered locales, which range from the vast 

Chinese countryside to the mysterious depths of ancient tombs, provide an engrossing 

background for the team's intense quest. 

The Hunters face treachery, danger, and deceit at every turn in what begins as a 

simple treasure search that swiftly turns into a struggle for survival. As history hangs in 

the balance, they have to rely on their bravery, cunning, and cooperation to go past 

difficult challenges and retrieve Polo's riches. 
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Up until the very last page, "The Prisoner's Gold" will keep readers breathless 

with its gripping tale of adventure and mystery, leaving them excitedly awaiting the next 

installment in The Hunters' epic journey of discovery and atonement.   ​  

  

3.3 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

‘The more the master sinned and repented, the greater the power he had. He healed the 

tsar’s son of his bleeding ailment. He brought the tsar’s ladyin-waiting back from the 

dead. He cried for them, he worked for them, he loved for them, and he lived for them - 

no matter how great the jealousy, hatred, and misunderstanding that he faced.’ (191) 

Rasputin Grigori 

​
​
​
​
​
​
​
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CHAPTER 4 

The Enigma Unveiled 

 “If you seek, they will find” 

 

4.1 ARTIFACTS: FICTIONAL OR NON-FICTIONAL ELEMENTS 

Certain legends from human history captivate our imaginations with tales of 

adventure, intrigue, and discovery, transcending the confines of time and space. The 

story of "The Hunters," a trilogy written by the gifted author Chris Kuzneski, is one of 

these timeless legends. Readers are taken to a world where the distinction between fact 

and fiction is blurred, where treasures that have been stolen and historical relics that 

serve as the focal points of exciting adventures spanning countries and centuries are 

found within the pages of these compelling tales. 

The core of the "The Hunters" trilogy is a group of daring explorers—a motley 

gang of outlaws with a variety of skills and backgrounds—who are brought together by 

a shared goal: to find the most fabled riches on earth. Under the direction of an 

ex-military officer and supported by a multi billionaire benefactor, this diverse group of 

adventurers sets off on an array of audacious quests, each more treacherous and 

enthralling than the previous. 

The Hunters travel the world in search of ancient relics that are the key to vast 

wealth and profound secrets, from the dimly lit alleyways of Moscow to the 

sun-drenched shores of Egypt, from the winding lanes of Jerusalem to the opulent 

palaces of China. They run into powerful foes, solve mysteries that have been hidden 

for generations, and face evil forces that will stop at nothing to obstruct their path. 
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However, "The Hunters" is more than just an exciting story with thrilling action 

sequences and huge stakes. It is a voyage into the very center of history, a place where 

the past is brought to life in striking detail and where the echo of long-gone times 

reverberates through the passage of time. A cast of real and imaginary people are 

brought to life by Chris Kuzneski through painstaking research and skillful writing, 

creating a web of mystery and suspense that will have readers gripping their books until 

the very last page. 

We explore the history, relevance, and ongoing appeal of the artifacts and 

historical mysteries that serve as the trilogy's central theme in this analysis.Each relic 

serves as a fascinating clue in a greater mystery, which the Hunters are desperate to 

solve at all costs. The jigsaw includes lost works by famous artists such as Raphael, 

Leonardo da Vinci, and Rembrandt, as well as the rumored tomb of Alexander the Great 

and the mythical treasures of Marco Polo. 

We examine the vast fabric of human history via the eyes of "The Hunters," 

unearthing long-forgotten myths and secret histories that are buried beneath the sands of 

time. Each relic, whether it is a treasure trove taken by the Nazis during World War II or 

the mysterious remnants of ancient civilizations, tells a story: a tale of greed and glory, 

love and loss, triumph and tragedy. 

However, as the Hunters quickly learn, there are risks and difficulties unique to 

the search for these relics. The challenges they encounter are as varied as they are 

formidable, ranging from dangerous terrain and ancient curses to deadly criminals and 

crafty adversaries. They continue anyway, propelled by an unquenchable quest for 

knowledge and an unquenchable sense of adventure, all while maintaining their 

unyielding resolve. 
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4.1.1 ANALYSIS OF THE MENTIONED ARTIFACTS: THE HUNTERS 

In the archives of history, there exists a realm where the line between reality and 

fiction blurs, where the extraordinary tales of stolen treasures weave seamlessly into the 

fabric of truth. Within the pages of "Hunters" by Chris Kuzneski, a gripping narrative 

unfolds, revealing a world where priceless masterpieces vanish into the shadows of 

history, only to resurface as symbols of intrigue and mystery. 

“All of which had been ‘lost’ years ago. Portrait of a Young Man - 

painted by Raphael in 1513. It was looted by the Nazis during World War II. The 

Battle of Anghiari - painted by Leonardo da Vinci in 1505. Often referred to as 

‘the Lost Leonardo’. Portrait of Alfonso I d’Este - painted by Titian in 1523. It 

disappeared from the Royal Alcazar of Madrid during the eighteenth century. 

The Storm on the Sea of Galilee - painted by Rembrandt in 1633 - stolen from 

the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in     1990, the biggest art theft in US 

history. Marc Chagall’s most notable works of stained glass are the windows at 

the synagogue of Hebrew University’s Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem.” 

(Kuzneski, “Hunters” 32) 

Most of these treasures are not fictional, in fact all of them exist in real life and 

all are stolen just as mentioned in the book. In this realm, truth mingles with myth, 

inviting the reader to join the hunt for answers amidst the captivating blend of human 

creativity and the enduring impact of art. The Hunters set out on a journey where stolen 

artifacts reveal profound insights, and where the pursuit of knowledge sheds light on the 

remarkable resilience of cultural heritage in the face of challenges. 
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​
​
 

1.​ Portrait of a young man - painted by Raphael in 1513 

During World War II, Raphael's "Portrait of a Young Man," along with other 

notable artworks such as Leonardo's "Lady with an Ermine" and Rembrandt's 

"Landscape with the Good Samaritan," vanished after being taken from the Princes 

Czartoryski Museum in Kraków, Poland, by the Nazis. Initially concealed in an 

outbuilding in Sieniawa, all three paintings were uncovered by the Nazis just two weeks 

later. Following this, they adorned Hans Frank's residence in Krakow before being 

moved to Berlin and Dresden, eventually intended for Adolf Hitler's collection in Linz. 

While Leonardo and Rembrandt's artworks were later transported to Hans Frank's 

headquarters in Sichów, the whereabouts of Raphael's masterpiece remain uncertain, as 

its presence was not confirmed in subsequent reports. 

​
​
 
2.                  The Battle of Anghiari - painted by Leonardo da Vinci in 1505. 

The Battle of Anghiari, a painting by Leonardo da Vinci from 1505, is currently 

lost, earning it the nickname "The Lost Leonardo." Some believe it may still be 

concealed beneath later frescoes in the Palazzo Vecchio, Florence, specifically in the 

Salone dei Cinquecento. The central scene depicted a fierce battle for a standard at the 

Battle of Anghiari in 1440, featuring four men atop raging war horses. Although the 

painting itself is missing, numerous preparatory studies by Leonardo survive. The 

composition of the central section is best known through a drawing by Peter Paul 

Rubens, titled "The Battle of the Standard," dating back to 1603. This drawing was 

based on an engraving from 1553 by Lorenzo Zacchia, which may have been taken 

 



36 

directly from the painting or derived from a cartoon by Leonardo. Rubens skillfully 

captured the intensity and emotion of the original painting, drawing parallels between 

the Battle of Anghiari and his own work, the Hippopotamus and Crocodile Hunt, 

painted in 1616. 

​
​
 
3.                  Portrait of Alfonso I d’Este - painted by Titian in 1523 

The Portrait of Alfonso I d'Este, a painting by Titian from 1523, is now lost but 

was once celebrated for its portrayal of the Duke of Ferrara. Paired with the Portrait of 

Laura Dianti, his lover, the painting depicted Alfonso with one hand on a cannon and 

the other on his sword, symbolizing his military prowess during a tense period in his 

relations with the papacy. Copies of the original exist, including one by Rubens and 

another held at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Dosso Dossi's later 

portrait of the duke drew inspiration from Titian's work. Vasari and Michelangelo 

praised the original painting, which was later acquired by Charles V, Holy Roman 

Emperor. Although it was housed in Bologna and then Spain, it disappeared during the 

18th century after being mentioned in inventories of the Royal Alcazar of Madrid. 

​
​
 
4.                   The Storm on the Sea of Galilee - painted by Rembrandt in 1633  

The Storm on the Sea of Galilee is the sole seascape painted by Rembrandt van 

Rijn, depicting Jesus calming the stormy waters of the Sea of Galilee. Completed in 

1633, it was housed in the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, Massachusetts, 

before being stolen on March 18, 1990. The theft, orchestrated by two individuals 
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disguised as police officers, remains the largest art theft in American history. Alongside 

twelve other works, the painting was stolen and has yet to be recovered. Despite the 

FBI's knowledge of the perpetrators announced in 2013, no arrests have been made, and 

the investigation remains ongoing. The empty frames of the stolen artworks still hang in 

the museum, awaiting their return. 

​
​
 
5.                  The 20 lei gold coin of 1868 

“ ‘The gold twenty-lei coin was issued in 1868. Less than five hundred were 

minted, so this is a rarity.’... As expected, the left profile of Carol I appeared on the 

front. The inscription read: CAROL I DOMNULU ROMANILORU. In English, it meant: 

Carol the First, Prince of the Romanians.” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 100) The 20 lei gold 

coin of 1868, struck in limited numbers, is considered one of the rarest numismatic 

treasures, valued at approximately $5,000 to $10,000. Prince Carol I of Romania gifted 

these coins to European royalty, political leaders, and relatives upon ascending to the 

throne. Although it never entered circulation, its significance as the first golden coin of 

modern Romania is unparalleled. Legend suggests that some coins may have been 

buried at the foundation of Peleş Castle in Sinaia, built years later in 1873. In 2005, the 

National Bank of Romania issued a near-identical golden replica of the original coin, 

marked with the letter "R" to denote its replica status. The coin bears the inscription 

"Carol I Prince of the Romanians," reflecting Romania's aspiration to unify all 

Romanian territories. The orthography on the coin, utilizing the short final "u" at the 

end of words, reflects historical linguistic conventions, later standardized by the 

Romanian Academy in the early 20th century. 
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4.1.2 ANALYSIS OF THE MENTIONED ARTIFACTS: THE FORBIDDEN TOMB 

1.​ The tomb of Alexander the Great  

“ ‘Upon his death, Alexander was placed inside a coffin of hammered gold. It 

was then placed inside a magnificent funerary hearse that was nearly twenty feet tall.’ 

… ‘A vaulted ceiling made of gold and precious stones was supported by a row of solid 

gold columns. Gold molding adorned the tops of the walls, and intricate gold figures 

decorated each corner. According to legend, the hearse was lined with a collection of 

golden bells to announce Alexander’s arrival.’(Kuzneski, “Forbidden Tomb” 33) 

The tomb of Alexander the Great is one of the most famous mysteries of all 

time. The ancient world’s most brilliant military commander and conqueror passed 

away at the age of 32 from suspicious causes in 323 BC. After Alexander’s sudden 

demise, his body was mummified and kept in a golden casket . The mummified 

remnants were interned in Memphis but were later moved to Alexanderia, the city 

founded and named after Alexander. Ptolemy I Soter, one of Alexander’s top general, 

was designated head of Egypt. Accordingly, the location of Alexander’s actual tomb has 

been termed as one of the greatest unparalleled mysteries of all time. 

In the heart of ancient Alexandria, a city steeped in history and grandeur, lies a 

mystery as old as time itself—the tomb of Alexander the Great. Legend has it that after 

Alexander's untimely demise in Babylon, his loyal general Ptolemy sought to honor him 

with a mausoleum fit for a deity. Thus, the Soma was born—a majestic monument 

envisioned to rival the pyramids in its splendor. 

Yet, despite its intended grandeur, the Soma's exact location remains elusive. 

Some historians suggest it may have stood near the modern-day Mosque of Nebi 

 



39 

Daniel, but concrete evidence eludes us. Over the centuries, Alexandria endured its 

share of trials—invaders, natural calamities, and the relentless march of time—all 

contributing to the enigma surrounding Alexander's final resting place. 

Even during the illustrious Roman era, Alexander's tomb remained a subject of 

fascination and reverence. Writers like Strabo and Plutarch penned vague yet tantalizing 

accounts of their visits, further fueling the intrigue. However, as the sands of time 

shifted, so did the certainty surrounding the tomb's whereabouts, leaving behind a 

legacy shrouded in mystery. 

Modern endeavors to unearth the truth have proven equally fruitless. Despite 

numerous excavations and claims of discovery, Alexander's tomb remains as elusive as 

ever. In 1995, hopes soared when Greek archaeologists announced a breakthrough, only 

to have subsequent investigations cast doubt upon their findings. 

As the search for Alexander's tomb continues, new theories emerge, challenging 

traditional beliefs. Some speculate that his remains might have been repatriated to 

Macedonia, while others propose a resting place in Iraq, near the site of his demise. Yet, 

amidst these conjectures, the truth remains elusive, ensuring that Alexander's legacy 

endures not only in history books but also in the hearts and minds of those captivated by 

his legend. The quest for his final resting place continues to beckon historians, 

archaeologists, and enthusiasts alike, ensuring that the mystery of Alexander the Great 

remains one of history's most enduring enigmas. 

After Alexander the Great's death in Babylon in 323 B.C., his body was taken by 

one of his generals, Ptolemy, to Memphis, Egypt, in 321 B.C. Later, a tomb was 

constructed in Alexandria, and Alexander's body was moved there, possibly taking 

several decades. The exact location of this final tomb, known as the "Sema" or "Soma," 
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remains unknown. It's speculated that it could be underwater now, as historical sources 

mention it being in the "palaces district," some parts of which are submerged. The 

extensive destruction over centuries and modern urban development further complicate 

the search. Even if remnants of the tomb are discovered, identifying it as Alexander's 

final resting place might prove challenging due to the lack of descriptive historical texts. 

Two existing locations have been suggested as temporary resting places for 

Alexander's body. One is an imposing tomb in eastern Alexandria called the "alabaster 

tomb," which dates back to the third century B.C. The other is a sarcophagus originally 

intended for Nectanebo II, a pharaoh who fled Egypt around 343 B.C. This 

sarcophagus, now housed in the British Museum, has a long-standing legend suggesting 

it once held Alexander's body, possibly after its arrival from Babylon. 

While some scholars remain hopeful that Alexander's final tomb will be 

discovered, others like Andrew Chugg and Zahi Hawass have identified potential areas 

in Alexandria for exploration. However, the quest for Alexander's tomb continues to be 

shrouded in uncertainty and speculation, adding to the enduring mystery surrounding 

the legendary Macedonian conqueror's resting place.  

“ ‘Why?’ repeated Papineau, surprised by the question. ‘Because the discovery 

of the tomb would be a significant historical achievement, one that would bring 

closure to one of the greatest mysteries of our time. And if that isn’t reason 

enough, allow me to remind you and your team of five million other reasons.’ 

”(Kuzneski, “Forbidden Tomb” 34) 

Here in The Forbidden Tomb one can see how  the team of Hunters get together 

and deal with the  mystery that has been kept as a mystery for  decades. Papineau, the 

team’s employer, discusses with the team about the tomb giving the readers insight and 
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a bit of historical background while trying to uncover one of the biggest mysteries of 

history. The outcome of this artifact is fictional since no one till date is able to bring to 

light the tomb of Alexander the Great.  

“Once the tomb was sealed, no one would be granted access – not even 

the priests – for the risk was far too great. But today, the seal was finally 

breached. Together, the four of them stepped into the final chamber. They stood 

in awe as the glow of their lights illuminated a towering statue of Amun in the 

back of the room. As they moved further into the space, they could see that he 

was not alone. There, under his watchful eye, was the glass sarcophagus of 

legend. Inside lay the body of a king. The mortal son of Amun. Alexander the 

Great.” (Kuzneski, “Forbidden Tomb” 430) 

In this fictional scenario, the team of hunters except Jasmine discover the tomb, long 

sealed off due to the perceived danger it poses. Despite the warnings, they breach the 

seal and enter, discovering a final chamber bathed in the glow of their lights. Here, they 

find a magnificent statue of the god Amun, hinting at the tomb's royal significance. As 

they venture deeper, they encounter a legendary artifact: a glass sarcophagus containing 

the body of none other than Alexander the Great, believed by some to be the mortal son 

of Amun due to his divine-like conquests and reverence in history. This discovery is a 

blend of historical intrigue and fantastical elements, weaving together the mysteries of 

ancient civilizations with the allure of legendary figures. 

  

4.1.3 ANALYSIS OF THE MENTIONED ARTIFACTS : THE PRISONER’S GOLD 

The story of Marco Polo is one of exploration, adventure, and the never-ending 

spirit of discovery that cuts across continents, cultures, and centuries. Marco Polo, who 
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was born into a family of Venetian merchants in the thirteenth century, set out on a 

journey that would alter the path of history forever. 

Marco embarked on an extraordinary journey at the age of seventeen, 

accompanied by his father, Niccolò, and uncle, Maffeo. Their objective was the 

legendary, alluring, and mysterious Far East. The trip was difficult and took place across 

thousands of kilometers along the historic Silk Road, which served as the main 

commercial route between Europe and Asia. 

Their journey led them through untamed mountains, wide deserts, and thriving 

oasis cities, all of which helped them get closer to their final destination: the court of 

China's formidable Mongol emperor, Kublai Khan. Marco met a wide range of people 

along the route, from busy markets in Persia and beyond to nomadic tribes on the 

steppes of Central Asia. These encounters were as varied as the actual terrain. 

  

When Marco and his friends arrived at Kublai Khan's court in the magnificent 

city of Khanbaliq (present-day Beijing), they were met with distrust as well as curiosity. 

However, Marco soon won over the Khan, who had a special affection for the young 

Venetian, with his charm, wit, and fine sense of detail. 

Marco traveled the great lengths of the Mongol Empire and beyond throughout 

the following twenty years as Kublai Khan's ambassador, guide, and confidant. His 

travels brought him to the furthest corners of China, from the imperial capital to the 

isolated regions, where he was able to personally see the wonders of this antiquated 

culture. 
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Marco's depictions of China were breathtaking, with grand palaces embellished 

with gold and priceless stones, vibrant cities brimming with activity and trade, and 

expansive vistas of unmatched splendor. He was astounded by the Chinese people's 

inventiveness, cutting-edge technologies, and rich cultural legacy. 

However, Marco's curiosity was not limited to China. He came into contact with 

a wide range of cultures during his travels, from the steppes' nomadic tribes to the 

advanced civilizations of Persia, India, and other places. Marco's knowledge of the 

globe and its peoples was expanded by the customs, traditions, and wonders that each 

new land brought with it. 

Marco's experiences with mythological creatures, unusual flavors, and weird 

rituals that defied logic were among the most astonishing of all. He told tales of places 

where ladies had hair like snakes and men had heads like wolves, where mountains 

touched the sky and gold flowed from the rivers. 

But Marco never lost sight of his origins despite all the grandeur of the Far East. 

He missed home, his family's warm embrace, and the well-known sights and sounds of 

Venice. Marco Polo set sail for Italy after twenty years of exploration and adventure, his 

head full with recollections of the far-off places he had traveled. 

Marco discovered a new Marco when he got back to Venice. His tales of 

exploration and adventure enthralled audiences everywhere, igniting the curiosity of 

future generations. And despite doubters casting doubt on the accuracy of his tales, 

Marco never wavered in his conviction that the world was, in fact, a big and wonderful 

place full of secrets just waiting to be unearthed. 
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Marco's tale has been passed down through the ages into legend, serving as a 

reminder of the human spirit's never-ending curiosity and its eternal spirit of discovery. 

Even though there have been many changes to the globe since Marco's time, his legacy 

endures and continues to inspire explorers, dreamers, and truth seekers everywhere. 
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CHAPTER  5 

PLOT SHAPES CHARACTERS 

  

5.1 HOW PLOT AFFECTS CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT 

In Chris Kuzneski's gripping "Hunters" trilogy, a diverse team of specialists 

embarks on thrilling adventures across the globe in pursuit of ancient treasures and 

mythical artifacts. As they navigate perilous traps, cryptic clues, and formidable 

adversaries, each member of the team brings unique skills, expertise, and backstory to 

the table. From the enigmatic leader Jack Cobb to the tech genius Hector Garcia, from 

the intellectual historian Jasmine Park to the stealthy operative Sarah Ellis and weapon 

expert Josh Mcnutt, the ensemble cast is as dynamic as it is compelling. 

At the heart of the series lies a rich tapestry of character development, exploring 

themes of loyalty, redemption, and personal growth amidst the backdrop of high-stakes 

adventure. Through intricate plot twists and heart-pounding action sequences, readers 

are drawn into a world where secrets from the past collide with present-day dangers, 

testing the limits of courage and resilience. 

Papineau, the mastermind behind the team's operations, sets the stage for their 

daring exploits, handpicking individuals renowned for their expertise and 

unconventional methods. From the outset, it's clear that trust is the foundation upon 

which their collaboration rests. As they face life-threatening challenges, their bonds 

deepen, revealing layers of complexity and humanity beneath their hardened exteriors. 
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In the pages of "The Forbidden Tomb," readers witness Papineau's moral 

dilemma as he grapples with the aftermath of a failed mission and the responsibility he 

feels towards Jasmine, a pivotal member of the team. 

Meanwhile, Jack Cobb emerges as a formidable leader, drawing on his military 

experience and unwavering determination to guide the team through treacherous terrain. 

His leadership style evolves from authoritarian to collaborative, as he learns to trust in 

his team's abilities and values their unique contributions. 

As the series progresses, each character undergoes significant growth and 

transformation, confronting personal demons and forging deep connections with their 

comrades. From McNutt's loyalty and Garcia's technical prowess to Jasmine's 

intellectual brilliance and Sarah's deceptive skills, the ensemble cast is a testament to 

the power of teamwork and resilience in the face of adversity. 

Through richly detailed storytelling and pulse-pounding suspense, Chris 

Kuzneski invites readers on an unforgettable journey of discovery, danger, and 

camaraderie. In the world of the "Hunters" trilogy, every artifact uncovered and every 

challenge overcome is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who dare to chase 

legends and defy the odds. 

  

5.1.1 PAPINEAU'S ROLE AS TEAM’S ARCHITECT 

In the Hunters trilogy by Chris Kuzneski,  Jean-Marc Papineau is a Frenchman 

with innumerable wealth at his disposal.Papineau plays a crucial role in the Hunters 

series, providing the team with financial backing, extensive resources, and invaluable 

connections necessary for their quests to uncover legendary treasures worldwide. As a 
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central figure, he not only funds their activities but also serves as a catalyst for their 

adventures, driving the narrative forward with his unwavering support and influence. 

Papineau is portrayed as a wealthy and enigmatic figure, a billionaire philanthropist 

who finances the team's missions to uncover the world's most legendary treasures. 

Despite his affluent background, Papineau is characterized by his passion for history 

and his desire to preserve and uncover ancient mysteries. His motivations for 

assembling the team stem from a combination of personal fascination with historical 

artifacts and a sense of duty to ensure that these treasures are unearthed and protected. 

Throughout the trilogy, Papineau's influence extends beyond mere financial 

backing; he provides guidance, resources, and strategic direction to the team as they 

navigate treacherous terrain and confront formidable adversaries. His leadership and 

unwavering commitment to their cause inspire loyalty and trust among the team 

members, fostering a sense of camaraderie and unity in the face of danger. 

Papineau's character adds depth and complexity to the narrative, as his past 

experiences, connections, and secrets gradually come to light, shaping the course of the 

team's missions and influencing their interactions with other characters. Despite his 

mysterious nature, Papineau's unwavering dedication to the pursuit of knowledge and 

adventure makes him an integral part of the Hunters series, driving the plot forward and 

contributing to the thrill and excitement of each adventure. 

The below excerpt from The Forbidden Tomb by Chris Kuzneski provides 

insight into the character development of Papineau, particularly regarding his sense of 

responsibility and moral compass for Jasmine. 

“Cobb said, ‘I’d like to talk to you about Jasmine. I need to know that her 

money will make it into her parents’ hands. And not just the payment for our 
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first mission, but all of it: two full shares, tax-free.’ ‘Yes, of course. The entire 

amount will be transferred to her family.’ ‘And they’ll still be brought to 

America?’ Papineau nodded. ‘The arrangements have already been made. First 

class. All expenses paid. The money will be waiting for them when they arrive.’ 

… Per their original agreement, Papineau didn’t actually owe anyone a full share 

for a failed mission, but in his heart he knew it was the right thing to do, 

particularly with the guilt that lingered in the back of his mind about 

Jasmine.”(Kuzneski, “Forbidden Tomb” 410) 

Initially, Papineau's primary concern was ensuring that Jasmine's family receives 

her share of the payment from their mission. Papineau's decision to go above and 

beyond their original agreement by offering Jasmine's family two full shares of their 

missions, tax-free, highlights his growing empathy and integrity. Despite not being 

obligated to do so, Papineau feels a deep sense of responsibility towards Jasmine and 

her family, showing his willingness to take personal responsibility for the situation. 

This development in Papineau's character suggests a shift towards greater 

empathy and moral awareness. His decision to ensure Jasmine's family's financial 

security, even at his own expense, reveals a deeper understanding of the impact of their 

actions on others and a desire to make amends for any unintended consequences. 

  

5.1.2 THE EVOLUTION OF JACK COBB 

In Chris Kuzneski's "The Hunters" trilogy, Jack Cobb, an ex-military 

commander, emerges as a pivotal figure leading the renegade team. One can notice how  

he had already appointed Cobb as the leader of the team when they read the following: 
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 “Papineau had heard wonderful things about Cobb and his ability to pull 

off miracles in the field. To find out if this was true, he had given Cobb a 

next-to-impossible mission, a ridiculously short timeframe, and a ragtag group 

of specialists brought together specifically for their unique skills. Then he 

watched in amazement as Cobb figured out a way to make it work with people 

he had never dealt with before.”(Kuzneski, “Hunters” 59)  

His extensive experience, strength, and resilience make him indispensable to the 

success of their missions, positioning him naturally as their leader.   

We see his previous achievements when Papineau describes him: “ ‘According 

to my sources, Lieutenant Commander Cobb had an exemplary career in many bases of 

operation. He is one of the finest leaders the US military has produced in the last few 

decades. Exceptional at empty-handed combat, extremely well regarded amongst 

international authorities,”.(Kuzneski, “Hunters” 71) Cobb's military background 

provides him with the necessary skills and knowledge to navigate perilous situations 

across the globe with precision and determination. His physical and mental fortitude 

serve as a foundation during dangerous missions, enabling him to endure adversity and 

maintain the team's focus on their objectives. Ultimately, Cobb's steadfast commitment 

to the mission cements his role as the leader of the Hunters.  

“Jasmine could have described what they needed to know, but Cobb wanted 

them to discover it on their own. He sensed that they would learn more that way. “ 

(Kuzneski, “Hunters” 142 )  in the given piece of The Hunters Cobb's leadership skills 

are characterized by his ability to foster independent thinking and initiative within his 

team. By encouraging them to discover information on their own, he promotes a sense 

of ownership and empowerment, allowing them to learn and grow through their own 
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experiences. This approach not only builds their confidence and problem-solving 

abilities but also fosters a deeper understanding of the task at hand. Cobb's leadership 

style demonstrates trust, insight, and a strategic approach to team development. 

Throughout the trilogy, Jack Cobb undergoes significant character development, 

transitioning from a seasoned soldier with a rigid leadership style to a more complex 

and compassionate individual. Initially depicted as a no-nonsense leader shaped by his 

military upbringing, Cobb's journey unfolds as he grapples with personal struggles and 

ethical dilemmas amidst perilous missions. The tension between his loyalty to the 

mission and empathy for his team members leads to moments of introspection, doubt, 

and regret. 

As the series progresses, readers are offered glimpses of Jack's vulnerability and 

past, revealing layers beyond his tough exterior. His interactions with other characters 

humanize him, showcasing a depth that extends beyond his leadership role. Jack's 

leadership style evolves from authoritarian to collaborative as he learns to trust in his 

team's abilities and values their unique contributions. Adaptability becomes essential as 

circumstances shift, prompting him to adjust his approach to leadership accordingly. 

Ultimately, Jack Cobb's character arc explores themes of resilience, 

vulnerability, and redemption. His journey towards reconciliation with past mistakes 

and the pursuit of a greater purpose enriches the narrative of the "Hunters" trilogy. As 

Cobb confronts challenges and makes sacrifices for the mission, his transformation 

resonates with readers, highlighting the complexity of his character and the enduring 

impact of his actions. 
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5.1.3 JOSHUA MCNUTT - THE UNCONVENTIONAL ASSET 

In Chris Kuzneski's captivating "Hunters" trilogy, Josh McNutt emerges as a 

compelling character whose expertise as the team's weapons specialist adds an element 

of intrigue and danger to their mission. Delving into his role and character development 

reveals a multifaceted individual with unique attributes and skills along with a bit of 

humour. Papineau’s description about McNutt goes along the lines of “ ‘Josh McNutt 

was a decorated Marine sniper - at least until they threw him out. Where armaments are 

concerned, he is as experienced as they come. He is our weapons and security expert.’ 

(Kuzneski,  “Hunters” 70) 

As the team's designated weapons expert, Josh McNutt brings a wealth of 

knowledge and proficiency to the group. His mastery extends across various types of 

weaponry, including firearms, blades, and unconventional tools, making him an 

invaluable asset in their pursuit.  

One of McNutt's notable skills is his ability to disassemble and reassemble a 

sniper rifle with remarkable precision, even while blindfolded. This remarkable feat 

speaks to his exceptional expertise and dexterity, cultivated through rigorous practice 

and hands-on application during his time in the military. His proficiency with weapons 

serves as a cornerstone of the team's capabilities, providing them with a strategic 

advantage in navigating dangerous and high-stakes situations. 

McNutt thrives in high-pressure situations. When faced with obstacles, he thinks 

on his feet and adapts quickly.His resourcefulness extends beyond weaponry; he can 

fashion makeshift explosives from everyday items.  

“ ‘Screw this,’ McNutt said. ‘I’m going to plan C.’ Cobb glanced at Sarah. ‘Plan 

C? What’s plan C?’ ‘No idea,’ she admitted. ‘Me, neither,’ Garcia said in their 
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ears. McNutt pulled a flat controller from the pocket of his cargo shorts. It 

looked as if he had installed two rows of light switches in a small cigar box. … 

Cobb yelled as they ran past McNutt’s position, ‘what the hell is plan C?’ 

McNutt smiled. ‘C stands for cars.’ The sniper put his forearm against the first 

row of switches and flipped them all at once. A split second later, ten cars 

exploded in the neighbourhood…  Once they were out of range, McNutt flipped 

the second row of switches on his controller. In a flash, a wall of flames rose 

from the sand. … In reality, it was all the devices he had planted while he was 

pretending to look for treasure” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 50-52)  

In this excerpt from Chris Kuzneski's The Hunters, Josh McNutt demonstrates 

his unparalleled resourcefulness and strategic thinking. Faced with a dire situation, 

McNutt swiftly transitions from Plan B to Plan C, showcasing his ability to adapt on the 

fly. His unconventional approach, marked by a hidden controller and carefully planted 

devices, highlights his expertise in explosives and tactical planning. McNutt's precision 

and composure under pressure are evident as he orchestrates a series of explosions and 

creates a formidable barrier, effectively neutralizing the threat and ensuring the team's 

safety. His mastery of weapons and cunning tactics make him a valuable asset in their 

perilous missions. 

He emerges as a compelling character whose loyalty and growth significantly 

impact the team's dynamic. Delving into his character development reveals a 

transformation from guarded individualism to a vital component of a cohesive unit, 

mirroring the team's evolution throughout their adventures.  

From the outset, McNutt's loyalty to his teammates is unwavering, despite initial 

differences. He places implicit trust in their abilities, recognizing the crucial 
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interdependence that defines their survival in perilous situations. Throughout the trilogy, 

McNutt's journey is marked by personal growth and the gradual erosion of his guarded 

nature. 

In the first book, The Hunters McNutt's interactions with the team showcase his 

initial wariness and guarded demeanor. However, as they face danger together and 

embark on their treasure hunt, McNutt learns to rely on others and value their unique 

skills. His interactions with historian Jasmine Park reveal vulnerabilities beneath his 

tough exterior, signaling the beginning of his character's evolution. From being a fun 

loving person who never depends on anyone we see in The Forbidden Tomb how his 

character is stricken with sadness after one of their teammates die in the field “His 

usual jovial demeanor had been replaced by a melancholy sadness. While his humor 

often hid it, he had come to think of the team as family – something he’d never had as a 

child. Having known Jasmine for less than six months only added to his misery. In his 

mind, they were just getting started” (Kuzneski,”Forbidden Tomb” 407)  

As the series progresses, particularly in "The Forbidden Tomb," McNutt's skills 

as the team's weapons expert are put to the test. Embracing teamwork becomes essential 

as they navigate perilous traps and decipher cryptic clues. McNutt's growth lies in his 

acceptance of help and understanding that strength doesn't always mean going it 

alone—a pivotal realization highlighted by his act of saving Sarah Ellis and forging a 

bond with her. 

In the third installment, "The Prisoner's Gold," McNutt faces personal 

challenges that test his loyalty and resolve. Confronting personal demons and grappling 

with conflicting loyalties, he undergoes significant internal conflict. As the team 
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dynamics shift, McNutt learns the value of sacrifice for the greater good, understanding 

that personal costs may be necessary to achieve their mission objectives. 

Overall, McNutt's character development parallels the team's evolution from 

disparate individuals to a tightly-knit unit. His unwavering commitment to the mission 

and his comrades adds depth to the series, resonating with readers and showcasing 

Kuzneski's prowess in crafting multidimensional characters. 

  

5.1.4 HECTOR GARCIA - THE DIGITAL MAESTRO 

Hector Garcia is the team’s tech genius. His expertise lies in hacking, 

encryption, and navigating the digital world.  Hector Garcia emerges as a pivotal 

character whose technical expertise and growth significantly impact the team's quest for 

ancient treasures. Across the three novels, Garcia's remarkable skills in cyber operations 

shine through various memorable scenes, showcasing his invaluable contributions to the 

team's missions.In "The Hunters," Garcia demonstrates his tech-savvy prowess during a 

daring train heist, where he hacks into Russian intelligence databases to uncover crucial 

clues about a missing Romanian train. His ability to decrypt encrypted files and reveal 

the train's last known location highlights his proficiency in navigating complex digital 

systems. 

”Hector Garcia studied the array of computer screens that he had assembled for 

this particular job. Although he was two thousand miles from the action, he had 

been feeding Sarah information from the moment she had landed in Brooklyn. 

His guidance had been invaluable. In addition to the data from the FBI 

surveillance van - which he had hacked with relative ease - Garcia had been 

monitoring the transmissions from the sticky blobs. … By differentiating and 
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triangulating sounds, Garcia could not only determine how many people were 

inside the mansion, he could also tell which floors they were on and whether or 

not they were moving.”(Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 34)  

In this paragraph the author describes how Hector is capable of doing technical 

stuff without him being physically present on the spot. Hector Garcia displays his 

technical prowess and remote support capabilities in Chris Kuzneski's Hunters trilogy. 

From two thousand miles away, he hacks surveillance systems, triangulates audio data, 

and provides critical intel to the team on the ground, showcasing his invaluable 

expertise in cyber operations. 

One can check about his background during his introduction by Papineau to the 

other team members “ ‘Hector Garcia,’ Papineau announced, ‘is a self-taught, 

top-level computer genius with a photographic memory. His IQ is off the charts. He had 

been employed by the FBI in Miami, but once he realized how little government 

employees make, he decided to forgo his pension for an opportunity to make some real 

money in the private sector.’ ” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 69) 

Starting from the first book itself the reader will find a difference in the 

character of Hector Garcia “He was pleased to note that even Garcia was looking at 

Jasmine, not his computer screen. “(147) here we see how the person who is normally 

glued to the screen for once starts looking at the historian while paying attention to 

whatever she was saying. 

Throughout The Forbidden Tomb Garcia's analytical approach and cool-headed 

precision are put to the test as the team navigates treacherous virtual labyrinths inside 

ancient tombs. He illuminates the darkness with his laptop, deciphering hieroglyphs and 
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unlocking hidden chambers, all while facing virtual traps and triggering mechanisms 

with ease. 

In "The Prisoner's Gold," Garcia's character development takes center stage as 

he grapples with ethical dilemmas and conflicting loyalties. His loyalty to the team is 

unwavering, yet he faces challenges that force him to confront the real-world 

consequences of his digital actions. 

Garcia's transformation throughout the trilogy mirrors the team's evolution from 

disparate individuals to a cohesive unit. Initially portrayed as a recluse with a preference 

for screens over social interactions, Garcia learns to trust his teammates and share his 

vulnerabilities. His journey from a lone hacker to an integral part of the team 

underscores the power of brains over brawn in the face of danger. 

Overall, Garcia's quiet heroism resonates throughout the trilogy, showcasing the 

importance of his role in the team's quest. Chris Kuzneski masterfully weaves Garcia's 

journey into the narrative, highlighting the complexity of his character and the impact of 

his actions in the digital realm and beyond. 

  

5.1.5 THE EVOLUTION OF SARAH ELLIS 

Sarah Ellis is one of the first main characters to be introduced in the trilogy. “The 

intruder floated effortlessly above the buildings, indistinguishable from the nighttime 

sky. Tethered by a line that had been anchored more than three hundred feet away, the 

kite-like contraption hovered over its target.” (‘intruder’ here refers to Sarah) 

(Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 21) She is a captivating character in trilogy, seamlessly blending 

her CIA background with her role as a thief on the renegade team. Initially mysterious 
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and skilled, Sarah's ability to navigate security systems and acquire treasures is 

invaluable. As mentioned by her employer “ ‘Sarah Ellis,’ Papineau said, moving the 

conversation forward. ‘She is former CIA - a prodigy in her field, I might add - who is 

an expert in security systems and border crossings. She is our worldwide ambassador.’ 

“(Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 70) 

        ​ She has a great stamina which allows her to climb walls like its nothing one of 

the examples would include before they were declared a team “Splaying her legs to the 

sides, she climbed the chute with relative ease. All she had to do was maintain enough 

side-to-side pressure with her arms and legs to support her bodyweight while she 

crawled vertically toward the roof.” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 37) Another would be when 

Sarah had to recover the 20 gold lei coin from Dobrev’s appartment  “Anyone who 

happened to be looking up at the side of the building as Sarah made her way down 

would have been forced to choose between two, equally unlikely scenarious: Catwoman 

exists, or the laws of gravity had changed”(Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 119) Since it was one 

of the important clues as well as something dear to  Dobrev, Sarah rescued the coin 

before the police reached the crime scene using all her might. 

According to their team leader, Cobb, she has the ability to hide her true self by 

disguise. “On the beach, she had been a fearless woman. Here, she resembled a lost 

teenager. The difference was truly remarkable.” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 56)  

However, her internal struggle with morality adds depth, as she grapples with 

her past and seeks redemption. As her relationships with teammates evolve, so does her 

trust and loyalty.  

Through her journey, Sarah transforms from a solitary figure to a vital part of the 

team, in the beginning the reader can see her as someone who does mingle with the 
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team members  but stays aloof, keeping an unpproachable  look for example in the 

section below “Sarah stared at Jasmine from across the table. The intensity of her glare 

said it all. If you call me ‘thief’, I’ll come up with something even worse.”(Kuzneski, 

”Hunters”70) This changes over time in The Forbidden Tomb after Jasmine’s death, we 

see how Sarah becomes adamant about taking revenge for her teammate and her friend’s 

death even when her own life was at risk.   

“Contrary to McNutt’s concerns, Cobb knew this wasn’t about Sarah 

losing control. This was about reclaiming it. Two of her friends had died a few 

minutes apart, and she had been unable to save either. Although she couldn’t 

bring them back to life, she could even the score by killing the people that she 

held responsible for their deaths. She had already killed Kamal, and now she 

wanted to kill the rest. And he wasn’t going to stop her.” (Kuzneski, “Forbidden 

Tomb” 405-406) 

She did all of it while contributing to their teams successes and striving for redemption 

beyond personal gain. 

“During the past year, she had learned a lot about herself. She used to prefer to 

work alone, but now the isolation of it was less thrilling. After working with a 

team of highly skilled experts on a pair of high-stakes missions, she had 

discovered the value of teamwork. Not only had she come to recognize the 

talents of others but she saw how they could complement her own abilities. And 

this realization had slowly carried over into other aspects of her life”  (Kuzneski, 

“Prisoner’s Gold” 23-24) 

Overall, Sarah's complexity and growth enrich the narrative, exploring themes of 

loyalty and self-discovery. 
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5.1.6 JASMINE PARK - THE INTELLECTUAL POWERHOUSE 

In Chris Kuzneski's trilogy, Jasmine Park emerges as a pivotal character whose 

expertise and growth significantly impact the team's quest for ancient treasures. Delving 

into her character reveals a nuanced blend of intellectual prowess, cultural 

understanding, and personal development throughout the series.  

”‘A computer translation wouldn’t have worked. The document was 

written in five distinctly different languages. Not colloquial slang or dialects, but 

languages that grew from entirely separate roots. What’s more, their syntaxes 

were blended.’... ‘The conjugations and grammatical structure were a 

combination of the various languages represented. Greek words were rearranged 

into Gaelic formations. Sometimes the sentences themselves were inconsistent. 

Phrases that began in Italian ended in Swedish. It even included defunct 

language concepts that have long since been lost to cultural evolution.’ ‘Like 

Middle English?’ Sarah asked. ‘No, like ancient Andorran,’ Jasmine replied. 

‘Middle English is easy. Anyone who’s ever studied Chaucer has dealt with that. 

But some of the words in the document were taken from languages that were 

only briefly spoken in their prime. Today, they have been absorbed into 

neighboring languages or discontinued altogether. No one studies them, because 

understanding them doesn’t provide any more information than understanding 

the languages they became. The history of these places has been passed down in 

much more accessible documentation.’” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 67) 

Here we see a small peek into her intellectual powers, how she  uses her 

knowledge to recover a document that was not possible by computer  technology. She 

 



60 

grapples with the daunting task of deciphering a historical document woven from five 

distinct languages. Her frustration is palpable as she describes the tangled syntax and 

grammar, reminiscent of a linguistic puzzle with no easy solution. Yet, her passion 

shines through as she delves into the complexities, revealing her dedication to 

uncovering the past. Despite the challenge, Jasmine's determination to unearth the 

document's secrets speaks to her resilience and unwavering commitment to historical 

inquiry, showcasing her as a relatable yet tenacious scholar navigating the complexities 

of her field with both frustration and fervor. 

“Papineau let the silence linger, waiting for someone to hazard a guess. 

Instinctively, the group turned toward Jasmine. ‘That map is at least two 

thousand years old,’ she said. Papineau smiled and nodded. ‘Two thousand three 

hundred and fifty years, to be exact.’ Jasmine did the math in her head. ‘The 

League of Corinth. Philip’s unified force, at war with the Persian Empire. The 

Kingdom of Macedon.’ “ (Kuzneski, ”Forbidden Tomb” 30-31) 

Introduced as a crucial member of the team, Jasmine Park's expertise lies in 

history, ancient cultures, and world religions as one can see in the above paragraph. 

Fluent in multiple languages, she plays a vital role in deciphering cryptic texts and 

inscriptions crucial to their treasure hunts. Her deep understanding of cultural context, 

whether deciphering hieroglyphs or interpreting ancient myths, serves as a guiding force 

for the team's success. She is more like the team’s personal history book as she answers 

all the questions about history in a split second. 

Throughout the first two books of the trilogy, Jasmine's historical knowledge 

proves instrumental in unraveling clues related to legendary treasures. She adeptly 

bridges the gap between ancient mysteries and modern challenges, ensuring the team's 

 



61 

progress and success in their quests. While others in the team rely on physical prowess, 

such as combat skills or thievery, Jasmine's strength lies in her intellect. Just to keep her 

safe Cobb, their team leader, makes her learn self defence  

“Cobb looked at Jasmine. She was the team member he knew the least 

about. ‘Quick question: if I were to punch you in the face, what would you do?’ 

She shrugged. ‘Probably cry.’ He laughed. ‘That’s what I figured. There’s no 

doubting your skills as a historian - you’ve just demonstrated them. But I need to 

be sure that you can take care of yourself in the field. Starting early tomorrow 

morning, I want you to learn the rudiments of self-defense. Preferably judo or 

jiujitsu.’” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 90)  

This was one of the main character developments she had after joining the team. 

After going to the battlefield Jasmine starts thinking herself as a liability to the team as 

she is not courageous enough. This changes after a while when she decides to look out 

for herself instead of being in her own personal space “ It had taken a while, but 

Jasmine had decided to stop thinking of herself as a liability. That was a major step in 

her growth” (Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 153) 

  

In The Hunters Jasmine is introduced as a historian with guarded secrets, driven 

by her passion for uncovering the past. However, her interactions with the team reveal 

vulnerabilities beneath her scholarly facade, hinting at deeper layers to her character. 

One of the major changes she went through with other characters is with Sarah 

Ellis.They had a small bickering among themselves and stopped communicating for a 

while, this changed when Sarah got attacked and needed rest under her watch, Jasmine 

had to take care of her being the only female in the group along with Sarah which made 
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them grow fonder of each other. Even when they roasted each other later, they did not 

take it as seriously as before. 

“A few months earlier, she had been timid and vulnerable, but after surviving 

multiple attacks in the field she had emerged with a new level of confidence.”(Kuzneski, 

“Forbidden Tomb” 28) As the series progresses, particularly in The Forbidden Tomb as 

seen above, Jasmine's expertise shines brightly as they embark on the hunt for 

Alexander the Great's tomb. Her growth involves stepping out of the safety of books 

and archives, embracing risks and challenges with courage and determination. 

Unfortunately her character is sacrificed at the end of The Forbidden Tomb “The elder 

raised the sword above his head, said a few words in his native tongue, then brought the 

blade down with all of his might. The last sound that Jasmine ever heard was the snap 

of her neck. A moment later, her head rolled across the floor.” (Kuzneski, “The 

Forbidden Tomb” 391) She is killed by one of the elders, who apparently took care of 

the tomb whom they regarded as their god. Jasmine was killed while trying to calm the 

elder down which was making him more angrier and in the end resulted in her death. 

  

5.1.7 MAGGIE LIU 

Maggie is one of the main characters introduced in  the last book of the trilogy. 

After Jasmine’s demise, Papineau found a replacement in the team with someone who 

was intelligent as well as physically strong “The focus of the room shifted to Maggie, 

who didn’t flinch in the whitehot glare of the spotlight. Instead, she remained composed 

and confident; two traits that Jasmine lacked when she had first joined the team.” 

(Kuzneski, “Prisoner’s Gold” 40) 
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“She’s worked in China as an elite tour guide for nearly two decades, which is a 

much greater undertaking than it may seem. More than handing out maps and 

reciting trivia, her position demanded an encyclopedic knowledge of anything 

and everything about the region. She has an extensive knowledge of Chinese and 

Asian history, speaks a dozen languages fluently, and has an academic 

knowledge of two dozen more lingua francas.’... ‘Miss Liu is also accomplished 

at wing chun, one of the more mysterious Chinese martial arts.’... ‘In addition to 

competitive-level wing chun, I’ve also studied tai chi and kung fu since I was a 

small girl. That came in handy when dealing with some of my freespirited 

clients. I needed to protect them when we went into dangerous areas along our 

way.’ ” (Kuzneski, “Prisoner’s Gold” 42) 

Maggie Liu's diverse skill set demonstrates an exceptional combination of 

mental and physical strength. Her over twenty years of experience working as a top tour 

guide in China says a lot about her commitment and intelligence. Maggie's profession 

required her to have a thorough awareness of Chinese and Asian history, going beyond 

simple navigation and trivia, making her a walking encyclopedia of local knowledge. 

Her academic ability in two dozen additional languages and her fluency in a dozen other 

languages demonstrate a commitment to cultural awareness that goes beyond linguistic 

proficiency. 

  

Furthermore, Maggie possesses equally amazing physical ability. Skillful in the 

enigmatic discipline of wing chun, she embodies a powerful yet graceful fusion 

developed over years of focused practice. Her commitment to martial excellence spans a 

lifetime, as seen by her studies in tai chi and kung fu, which she began when she was a 
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little child and has continued ever since. Maggie's physical strength isn't just for show; 

she had to be able to protect her customers because of her first-hand knowledge of 

hazardous locations from her excursions. Her martial arts background served as a shield 

in the face of hardship, guaranteeing the security of people in her care. 

Maggie Liu is a living example of how the mind and body can come together to 

form a formidable force when physical prowess and intelligence combine. Her unique 

ability to move fluidly between the intellectual and physical domains solidifies her 

reputation as a powerful force in both the academic and martial arts. 

  

5.2 TEAMWORK 

In the Hunters trilogy, the ability of Jack Cobb, Sarah Ellis, Jasmine Park, Josh 

McNutt, Hector Garcia, and Maggie Liu to work together is essential to their ability to 

overcome obstacles they face on their travels. Because each team member contributes 

distinct abilities, viewpoints, and talents, they are able to work well together to 

overcome challenges. 

  

Jack Cobb is the group's de facto commander due to his tactical prowess and 

leadership abilities. His ability to think strategically and act quickly under duress 

frequently leads the squad through perilous situations. Tech-savvy hacker Hector Garcia 

helps the team traverse digital landscapes and unearth buried facts by offering vital 

support with her expertise in cybersecurity and information collecting. 
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With a background in cultural studies and anthropology, Jasmine Park helps 

people communicate and comprehend other groups by providing insight into the 

societies and cultures they come across along with its historical background. Weapon 

expert, engineer and technician Josh McNutt makes sure the team's vehicles and 

equipment run, even under the most difficult conditions. 

  

Sarah Ellis's experience as a former CIA agent is a major asset to her versatility 

and success in a variety of settings, including using her thieving skills when called 

upon.Sarah uses her CIA training to negotiate high-security areas, avoid discovery, and 

obtain important information or resources when presented with problems that call for 

stealth and cunning. She can carry out thefts with dexterity and grace because of her 

ability to blend in with her surroundings, evaluate risks, and take advantage of 

weaknesses.Maggie Liu is a formidable bodyguard who ensures the team's safety during 

their travels. She possesses significant knowledge of Chinese and Asian history, 

linguistic skills, and martial arts expertise. 

  

“In their former lives, both had served their country with pride. Cobb was an 

ex-soldier, and Sarah had worked for the CIA. At one time or another each of them had 

benefited from outside assistance, so neither was willing to leave the agent in his time of 

need, even if it meant hindering their own escape.”(48-49) In this narrative we can see 

how the whole team was already fighting together even when they did not know 

anything about each other.  

Their team work is commendable from the very beginning, we can also see 

another example when McNutt tells his other teammates-who were yet to be an official 
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team-to leave the place while the russian thugs were after them while risking his own 

life “ ‘Just get to the water!’ McNutt shouted. ‘Let me worry about the show of force. 

You guys just turn and run.’ Neither Cobb nor Sarah moved. McNutt kept shouting. ‘Do 

it now, or I’ll shoot you myself!’ “(Kuzneski, ”Hunters” 50). In the later half we see 

how Cobb and Sarah refuse to leave him alone until McNutt starts yelling at them to 

leave the spot keeping up with their behaviour of working as a whole team.  

At the end of The Forbidden Tomb one can see how despite McNutt's 

unconventional behavior, the team unanimously supports his proposal, demonstrating 

their unwavering trust in his abilities. “Not surprisingly, the vote was quick and 

unanimous: all in favor of the scheme. Despite his wacky ways, they knew McNutt was a 

first-rate soldier who wouldn’t let them down. If he promised that he could protect the 

team, then they damn well believed it.” (Kuzneski, “Forbidden Tomb” 415) The quick 

and unanimous vote suggests a deep-seated belief in McNutt's reliability and 

competence as a soldier. Their faith in his promise to protect the team reflects a strong 

bond forged through shared experiences and mutual respect.  

​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
​
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CONCLUSION 

  

In summary, the history of the thriller genre is extensive and varied, ranging 

from epic poetry and ancient mythology to compelling contemporary stories that 

enthrall viewers in a variety of media. From the first stories of brave heroes overcoming 

dangerous situations to the intricate psychological investigations of today's books and 

movies, thrillers have always given readers and viewers a powerful combination of 

tension, excitement, and mystery. 

  

Across time, thrillers have evolved and broadened to include a diverse range of 

subgenres, including science fiction stories, political intrigue, action-packed adventures, 

psychological thrillers, and historical mysteries. These varied stories take us to exciting, 

suspenseful, and dangerous realms while delving into the depths of the human psyche 

and testing our conceptions of reality. 

  

There is no denying the influence of thrillers on popular culture; the genre's 

terrain of gripping narrative has been shaped by the classic works of writers like Dan 

Brown and directors like Alfred Hitchcock. Platforms such as Netflix have further 

changed the genre in the modern day by providing a global platform for inventive 

storytelling and interactive interactions that draw viewers into exciting stories. 

Ultimately, thrillers never fail to captivate audiences with their compelling 

narratives, enduring characters, and surprising turns—whether they explore historical 

secrets or face modern challenges via a suspenseful lens. One thing never changes in 
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this genre, even as it adapts to new technologies and cultural shifts: the thrill of a 

masterfully written story that grips us from start to finish.  

With its riveting tales and heart-pounding action, Chris Kuzneski's "The 

Hunters" trilogy expertly combines aspects of history, suspense, and adventure. In 

addition to exploring the mysteries of legendary people and old civilizations, Kuzneski 

brings the excitement of treasure seeking to life through the adventures of a motley crew 

of outlaws. 

  

Each book in the trilogy is a masterful fusion of historical details and fictional 

narrative, skillfully weaving a web of mystery and suspense. The trilogy transports 

readers on an exciting voyage through time and geography as they search for hidden 

gems like the Romanian National Treasure and the fabled Alexander the Great tomb as 

well as for Marco Polo's elusive wealth. 

  

In addition, Kuzneski's deft use of narrative devices like cliffhangers, plot twists, 

and evocative descriptions keeps readers gripped from start to finish. Every chapter is 

exciting and suspenseful, whether it's from the tense clashes with hostile foes, the 

amazing escapes from dangerous situations, or the solving of old riddles. 

All things considered, Chris Kuzneski's "The Hunters" trilogy is proof of his 

skill as a storyteller and his capacity to take readers to exotic places and bygone ages. 

The trilogy is sure to leave readers excitedly awaiting the next exciting installment from 

this genre master thanks to its unique blend of history, adventure, and mystery. 

  

 



69 

Few stories in the vast annals of human history have the power to evoke strong 

feelings and pique the imagination like those told in Chris Kuzneski's "The Hunters" 

trilogy. Kuzneski takes readers on an exciting voyage over continents and centuries, 

where the distinction between myth and reality becomes hazy and the hunt for lost 

treasures becomes entwined with historical riddles, all via the deft blending of fact and 

fiction. 

  

A crew of daring adventurers driven by a shared desire to unearth the most 

mythical riches in the world are at the core of the "The Hunters" trilogy. Under the 

guidance of an ex-military officer and with the backing of a millionaire sponsor, this 

eclectic group of explorers sets off on a number of daring expeditions, each more 

thrilling and dangerous than the previous.  

  

They travel the world in pursuit of precious relics that are the key to enormous 

wealth and profound secrets, from the shadowy lanes of Moscow to the sun-drenched 

shores of Egypt, from the narrow streets of Jerusalem to the sumptuous palaces of 

China. 

  

In Kuzneski's trilogy, real and fictional figures are woven together in a web of 

mystery and intrigue, creating a fascinating tapestry of history. Every relic, from the 

thieved works of art by Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci, and Rembrandt to the fabled 

Alexander the Great's tomb and the fabled riches of Marco Polo, is a tantalizing clue in 

a larger mystery that yet to be unraveled. Kuzneski gives these artifacts life through 
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painstaking research and deft storytelling, highlighting their significance and enticing 

readers to join the search for solutions. 

  

In the "The Forbidden Tomb," the group of Hunters must solve one of history's 

biggest mysteries: the location of Alexander the Great's tomb. They are in a race against 

time to discover the truth as they explore the depths of ancient Alexandria, contending 

with both the perils and the secrets of the past. They encounter fearsome foes and 

unanticipated obstacles as they get closer to their objective, putting their bravery and 

perseverance to the test. 

        ​  

But "The Hunters" trilogy offers more than simply thrills and excitement amid 

the high-stakes chase and heart-pounding action. It's a voyage into the center of history, 

where the past is brought to life in striking detail and the ghosts of long-gone times 

resound throughout the ages. Readers are taken to far-off places and prehistoric cultures 

via the Hunters' eyes, where they learn about the resiliency of human culture and the 

enduring strength of the human spirit. 

  

The Hunters' journey reaches its peak as the trilogy comes to an end, and it 

culminates in an amazing finale that will leave readers in a state of shock until the very 

last page. Even after the journey comes to an end, "The Hunters" legacy endures, 

encouraging upcoming generations to delve deeper into the past and solve its secrets. 

Because in the end, their trip is defined by the lessons they discover and the 

relationships they create along the way, not just the things they seek. 
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To sum up, "The Hunters" trilogy is a monument to the ageless pursuit of 

knowledge, the strength of tenacity, and the enduring appeal of adventure. It takes 

readers on an exciting journey across time and space, where the past and present 

converge in a fascinating tapestry of mystery and history, with its enthralling blend of 

fact and fiction.The epic tale of the Hunters serves as a reminder that the greatest 

treasures are sometimes discovered in the voyage itself—the search for knowledge, the 

pursuit of the truth, and the friendships that withstand the test of time—rather than in 

wealth or diamonds. 

  

Chris Kuzneski's "Hunters" trilogy presents an engrossing story with deep 

character development, heart-pounding action, and complex narrative twists. From the 

perspectives of Jean-Marc Papineau, Jack Cobb, and Joshua McNutt, we follow the 

development of a multidisciplinary team of experts as they set out on dangerous global 

expeditions in search of historic riches and legendary relics. 

  

The team's operational genius, Jean-Marc Papineau, is the mastermind behind 

their audacious adventures, lending unflinching support, financial backing, and strategic 

direction. His sense of duty and moral compass influence how their missions turn out, 

giving the story more nuance and complexity.Jean-Marc Papineau shows himself to be a 

complex individual whose power and riches fuel the group's explorations in search of 

fabled riches. 
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In addition to having financial support, Papineau's love of history and feeling of 

responsibility give him character depth and influence his interactions and choices over 

the entire series. His acts involving Jasmine's family demonstrate his growing empathy 

and moral compass, which highlight his complexity and add to the depth of the story. 

With Papineau, the Hunters series is enhanced and becomes more than just a treasure 

hunt—rather, it becomes a story of duty, atonement, and friendship. 

        ​ Jack Cobb shows himself to be a strong leader, using his military background 

and steadfast resolve to lead the group through difficult situations. Jack Cobb's 

transformation from a seasoned military commander to a kind leader demonstrates the 

breadth and nuance of his personality. Cobb's path is resonant with themes of resilience 

and atonement as he navigates dangerous missions and wrestles with personal issues. 

His transition from an authoritarian to a collaborative leader is a reflection of his 

personal development and self-examination, which enhances the story and highlights 

Kuzneski's talent at developing complex characters. Cobb's storyline provides a 

gripping focal point for the trilogy's examination of sacrifice, loyalty, and human nature. 

  

Josh McNutt's path serves as a testament to the strength of change and 

development. The story gains levels of intricacy and depth from McNutt's character, 

who has unmatched weaponry skill and has developed into a team player. He gains an 

appreciation for trust, loyalty, and sacrifice throughout trials and conflicts, which 

parallels the growth of the team. Through a deft integration of McNutt's story, Kuzneski 

creates a vibrant and engaging figure that readers will find endearing in the trilogy. The 

atypical member of the team, Joshua McNutt, offers a special combination of 

knowledge, ingenuity, and devotion to the team. His transition from a guarded 
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individualist to an essential member of a cohesive team illustrates how the group has 

changed and grown over their adventures. 

  

A tribute to the strength of intelligence and flexibility in the face of adversity is 

Hector Garcia's journey in Chris Kuzneski's trilogy. Garcia, the team's tech wizard, uses 

his knowledge of hacking and cyber operations to great use as they search for lost 

valuables. Garcia's persona changes dramatically during the course of the trilogy, going 

from a loner who was dependent on screens to a dependable team member who could 

handle moral conundrums in the real world as well as the digital one. His 

metamorphosis adds nuance and complexity to the story by highlighting the value of 

intelligence above strength. All things considered, Garcia's calm bravery makes a 

profound impression and emphasizes the need of intelligence and cooperation in their 

exploits. His transition from a loner to a vital team member highlights the superiority of 

intelligence over strength in perilous situations. 

  

Sarah Ellis's journey offers an engrossing investigation of self-discovery, loyalty, 

and atonement. Sarah was first presented as an enigmatic and proficient agent; her 

development into an essential team member is characterized by internal conflicts and 

periods of significant personal development. Her metamorphosis from an isolated 

individual to a dependable ally exemplifies the strength of collaboration and the 

potential for individual growth. Because of her nuance and growth, Sarah becomes a 

compelling and dynamic character in the trilogy, adding depth to the story. Her 

transformation from an isolated individual to a dependable team member emphasizes 

themes of self-awareness, devotion, and atonement, striking a deep chord with readers. 
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Jasmine Park is a figure that epitomizes the strength of intelligence, fortitude, 

and development. Jasmine is a historian who has a strong interest in solving old riddles, 

therefore her knowledge is crucial to the group's accomplishments. Her transformation 

from a shy student to a fearless explorer demonstrates her growth and fortitude. 

Jasmine's legacy endures despite her final sacrifice, having a significant influence on 

both the readers and her comrades. She is a memorable and inspirational character in the 

series because of her unshakable dedication to her colleagues and her devotion.Jasmine 

Park's aptitude for logic and her profound knowledge of history are essential for solving 

riddles and interpreting old manuscripts. 

  

Maggie Liu is introduced as Jasmine's replacement, showcasing a woman with 

an amazing combination of physical and mental prowess. Maggie has worked as an 

expert tour guide in China for more than 20 years. Her proficiency in numerous 

languages and her extensive knowledge of Chinese and Asian history make her a strong 

intellectual force. Her proficiency in martial arts, such as kung fu, tai chi, and wing 

chun, also highlights her physical prowess and solidifies her position as a valuable 

member of the team. 

  

The cooperation shown by the varied cast of characters in Chris Kuzneski's 

"Hunters" trilogy serves as an example of the value of cooperation, mutual respect, and 

trust in overcoming obstacles and realizing common objectives. The squad, which is led 

by Jack Cobb's tactical prowess and includes Sarah Ellis, Jasmine Park, Josh McNutt, 

 



75 

Hector Garcia, and Maggie Liu, is able to outwit enemies, negotiate dangerous terrain, 

and solve long-standing riddles. 

  

Whether it's Josh's technical know-how and engineering skills, Sarah's CIA 

training and mastery of disguise, Maggie's knowledge of Chinese history and martial 

arts prowess, or Hector's cyber operations expertise, every team member contributes 

something invaluable to the group.When combined, they create a powerful force that 

can overcome any barrier in their path. 

  

Their steadfast dedication to one another and their goal is demonstrated by their 

ability to collaborate well even in the face of difficulty. Throughout the trilogy, the 

team's cohesiveness and friendship are demonstrated by actions like sacrificing their 

lives to defend one another and coming to important choices as a united front. 

  

In the end, the "Hunters" trilogy honors the power of cooperation and the 

relationships created by mutual trust and shared experiences. Through their struggles 

and victories, the characters show that they are capable of incredible feats when they 

pool their unique talents and collaborate to achieve a shared goal.  

  

The "The Hunters" trilogy by Chris Kuzneski is a monument to the human 

spirit's tenacity, the power of teamwork, and the timeless appeal of adventure. Kuzneski 
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creates an engrossing story that enthralls readers from beginning to end with a complex 

web of historical riddles, exciting adventures, and compelling character development. 

  

Along with discovering ancient treasures, the diverse group of Hunters forges 

unbreakable relationships of friendship and solidarity as they set out on dangerous 

missions across the globe. In the end, "The Hunters" trilogy offers an exciting reminder 

of the enduring appeal of discovery, cooperation, and the quest for knowledge. 
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