




















Chapter one
Introduction

1.1. Importance: Durjoy Datta's novels capture the essence of youth culture
by portraying the challenges, aspirations, and dilemmas faced by young individuals.
They delve into topics like relationships, career choices, and self-discovery,
reflecting the experiences and mindset of today's youth. This makes his novels
significant in understanding and analyzing the dynamics of youth culture in
contemporary society and provide valuable insights into the complexities of human
emotions making them relevant for research on modem story‘elling and its impact

on readers.

1.2. Scope: The scope of the research paper involves analyzing how his
works portray the challenges, dreams, and experiences of young individuals. It
explores themes like relationships, career choices, and personal growth, and
examine how these resonate with the youth of today. The paper also delves into the

cultural and societal implications of Datta's depiction of youth culture in his novels.

1.3. Limitations: For the purpose of the study one of Durjoy Datta’s co-

authored novels and one novel written only by Durjoy Datta 1s studied.

1.4. Research Problem / Question: How do Durjoy Datta's novels capture
the complexities of youth culture, their challenges and aspirations through the

young characters?
1.5. Relevance and Necessity of the proposed Research:

The study of the representation of youth culture in Durjoy Datta's novels is

necessary in the field of languages and literature as it offers valuable insights into
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Chapter five: This Chapter ‘Conclusion® named ‘Reflections on youthful journeys’
meludes summing up all the work. It takes an overview on the outcome of the

research and the key findings.
1.12. Author’s background

Durjoy Datta was born into a Bengali Hindu family on February 7, 1987 in
Mehsana, Gujarat, and was brought up in New Delhi. After completing his
education at Pitampura's Bal Bharati Public Schoal, he enrolled himself in Delhi
Technological University to study mechanical engineering. He completed his post-
graduation studies at the Frankfurt School of Finance & Management in Germany
and the Management Development Institute in Gurgaon, India. He left his position
as a marketing analyst in 2011 to pursue writing full-time. He got married 1o

Avantika Mohan, a travel blogger and an air hostess,

While still a college student, Durjoy Datta wrote his first book, Of Cowrse |
Love You!, co-authored by Manvi Ahuja which was published by Srishti Publishers
in 2008. His second book, Now That You're Rich!l, was released in August 2009.
She Broke Up, I Didn't!, his third book, was published in the summer of 2010. Ohh
Yes, I Am Single!, his fourth book, was co-written by Neeti Rustagi. He co-founded
Grapevine India Publishers in 2011 following his graduation from MDI, Gurgaon.
Grapevine India Publishers released his fifth book, You Were My Crush!, in
September 201 1. His sixth book, IfIt's Not Forever!, was published on February 1,
2012. Till the Last Breath... was released in the same year. Penguin India published
Someone Like You, a book he co-wrote with Nikita Singh, on February 4, 2013.
Hold My Hand, his tenth book, was published on August 5, 2013. On June 19,2014,

his tenth book, When Only Love Remains, was released. In 2015, his eleventh book,
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pictures, tickets and letters of the vacation that his father and mother had taken to
Sikkim. Benoy surprised and shocked at once recognizes the pictures were not old

but recent pictures of his parents a year before his mother died.

Deb's mother tells him the truth behind his mother and father's relationship.
Benoy’s father at the beginning was a very nice person to his mother and as he got
involved in his work his mother had a tough time dealing with him. He became very
strict towards Benoy and beat him so as to make Benoy like him when he was small.
It is revealed to Benoy the reason behind his parents separation was not because his

father cheated or didn’t give enough time but because his father was a very bad

father to him.

Benoy’s father was the first one to know about his mother’s illness and that
is when Benoy’s father begged her to take him back in their live. However though

Benoy’s mother forgave him she punished him by never allowing him to come close

to Benoy. For his mother, Benoy was her 1¥ priority.

After the revelation Benoy was no more sad or angry listening to what his
aunt had told about him having a terrible childhood. Contrary to that he had a

strange feeling of happiness and was happy that his father was there besides his
mother during her last days. It is Diya who makes Benoy realize that his car
breaking down, and his father offering him lift in his car and the envelope in the
glove compartment was all planned by his father. This shows how Benoy’s father

was desperate to get his son back and live with him.

In the first year Benoy had joined college with much fanfare. He clashed

with the professors and his seniors, drove fancy cars [0 campus, and rapidly was
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names (o the professor without adding Benoy's name. Benoy initially thinks he
would get through the presentation without mueh effort by giving money (o the
professor like how he did the last ime he had failed. This time however his altempt
to bribing the professor with the money goes unsuccessful as his old skinny
professor was replaced by a new younger one who was very strict with his
principles, ethics and rules. The professor even complains about the students project

which he felt was just copy pasted from the internet.

Benoy gets no chance of skipping the presentation with Diya nis classmate

as the professor him self warns Benoy that he cannot call up his dad and solve the

problem by bribing him. This shows the professor was not at all interested in the

money that Benoy's father would offer him if he decides to do away with the
presentation. The professor informs the two of them that failure of anyone to not

perform well would result in both getting a zero which was a full proof plan the

professor comes up to teach them a lesson.

The novels also throws light upon friendship and shows how friends can

hoost one’s confidence, and give a sense of belonging. Youngsters specifically feel
good to be accepted by others. They may feel more confident when they are
surrounded with individuals who accept them for who they are. All of us have

insecurities, therefore it's important to have friends that embrace one despite all the

insecurities. Friends are frequently one another's greatest sources of support. With

a friend, one has someone 10 laugh with, confide in, ask questions, seek advise from,

or just have a shoulder to cry on.
It is said that friends can help one celebrate the good times and provide

support during bad times preventing isolation and loneliness giving the needed
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out. For Benoy it wasn't the best feeling in the world to hide something from her

best friend Diya.

Benoy and Shaina kept meeting even after Shaina tells him that it is wrong
meeting him. Benoy was very careful about what he said to Shaina that might put
her off. Every time Benoy meets her he feels nervous, confused as to what to wear,

the insecurity about his hair, his pimple all of this made him feel like a little girl.

When they meet Benoy tells Shaina that Diya doesn’t even want him to be
in the same universe as Shaina. To which Shaina tells him to stop flirting and trying
on her. When the times Shaina and Benoy meet each other she refrains Benoy from
taking anything about Manoj, she even request Benoy to respect her privacy. Shama
once again reminds Benoy that they have to stop secretly meeting and talking to
each other, Her words felt as if Benoy's heart was breaking into million pieces. This
shows that Benoy truly had started loving Shaina. He felt like he was in one of her

poems, conflicted yel happy, confused yet clear, sad yet infinitely happy confused

yet clear. He says, maybe that’s what being in love means.

Shaina goes to Benoy's place one day when it was raining heavily. They

start watching a movie and Benoy had a lot of questions fo Shaina regarding them

and Manoj. But at the moment he didn’t want to upset or lose the moment by asking

her any questions. Right before the tearful climax of the movie, Shaina and Benoy
kiss. Shaina guilty about what had happened feels it is wrong and leaves Benoy's
ace hurriedly without giving proper clarity 10 Benoy abou
yfurwhmtﬁu'happanadbﬂw:mlhcmm

pl t her and Manoj’s
relationship and apologizes to Beno

shows Shaina’s guilt upon kissing Benoy when she has a boyfriend. Shaina says,
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Diya had set up Shaina's meet with Benoy saying that it was sisters day out

To her surprise it was Benoy sitting in place of Diya. On that day Shaina makes it
very clear to Benoy that she does not want to meet or talk to him ever again and she
is happy with Manoj. Shaina on the other hand was pressurized into saying what
she had said ta Benoy's father that day. Even if Shaina loved Benoy she would

never tell it because of her parents who had already stopped talking to her.

Her parent’s concern was that every relative knew about Manoj and
Shaina’s relationship which pressurized her more to not leave Manoyj, thinking what
they will think. Family and societal pressure does not let her back out from the

relationship as it would be very humiliating for her family.

Through Benoy’s father’s finding Manoj turns out be an extremely toxic
guy who doesn’t let Shaina talk to any boy nor meet her female friends, who even
called her a prostitute when Shaina uploaded a picture of hers wearing a skirt which
Manoj asks her to delete it. He also blocked every guy friend of hers on Facebook.
Vel another incident in the novel where Datta portrays toxic relationship where the

partner is over possessive and shows extreme jealousy.

Benoy had lost all hope on living his life without thinking about Shaina.
Benoy only hoped that studies would keep him busy and he eventually would forget
Jbout Shaina, But somewhere he knew that it would not be possible. In class Diya
tried distracting Benoy by showing him some new girls in the class. Diva had tried
convincing her parents against getting Shaina engaged so soon but they did not
budge.

They felt their daughter had disgraced them and they wanted to arrive at an

engagement date sooner than possible. They came from a very conservative
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I the hospital Diya’s parents hardly looked the way Benoy had heard about
them from Diva and Shaina. Mrs Gupta Diya and Shaina’s mother comes up 10
Benoy as he was sitting on the bench, fiddling with his phone. Benoy describes her
as an elegant woman, hardly looked like the two sisters had described her to him

but due to the past few days being hard on her she was in a terrible state. Diya’s

mother asks for forgiveness from Benoy for what she had done and said about him.

The doctor tells that Diya is lucky to not suffer from paraplegia a condition

where the person becomes paralyzed from the waist. Since satisfactory care had

been taken in the first thirty minutes of the trauma she has been gaved. There was a

gs which most

strong chance of Diya improving with the right therapies and do thin

people could do. The thought of Diya getting to walk even with the crutch gives

Benoy relief as earlier it was told she would not be able to walk at all. People around

him broke down into tears, and hugged each other and talked about gods and

godfathers they could go to in order 1o get her cured.

Shaina herself also asks for forgiveness from Benoy for the way she

behaved with him earlier and tells him the truth that Manoj wanted her to stay away

from Benoy and her parents as well. She feels maybe it was God’s way of punishing

her for behaving rudely with Benoy. Manoj had tried influencing Diya’s parents

with regards to Benoy being held responsible for Diya's accident. To make Benoy

comfortable Diya’s mother assures him to not blame himself for the aceident.

Benoy had started 10 feel that her parents liked him and his father and realized their
mistake by judging them.

Diya’s treatment had already cost her parents a lot and Despite Benoy's

father's protests, her parents had paid for a part of her treatment. They paid
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while she was bathing. Ever since that day she shies away from him whenever he
is in the room, and blushes excessively. Raghu describes her as beautilul with her
thick black hair and who has the body of a grown woman, but Raghu feels nothing
for her. He believes that if human beings were intended (o live their lives with
partners than they should have come into the world with the name of their soul mate

printed on their hearts.

Raghu’s familial relationship

The novel shows Raghu’s how Raghu’s relationship with his parents (rns
from a healthy one to developing hatred for his own parents. Both Raghu and

Anirban, Raghu’s brother had a good relationship with their parents till the time

when Anirban tells them about his relationship with a Muslim girl and they develop

hatred towards Anirban.

Raghu’s father had been working in a bank for 20 years who takes Sanskrit

and English tuitions for tenth-standard students. His mother 'is a lecturer of

mathematics at Shaheed Bhagat Singh College in Delhi University for a3 long as

Raghu had been in the world.

Datta in his novel portrays how parents want their children to be like them

and follow their footsteps. One day Raghu's father takes him to his office to show

him that he is still relevant in his office. This show how Raghu’s father wanted

Raghu to be like him respected and recognized by others. Raghu's father did not

like how Anirban had takenup a private sector job and how he works for somebody
e

*s father wants Raghu to take up a government job and 1o

pests Raghu

else’s company. Raghu
waork for the country instead of working in a private sector. He also sug

that he can take up the UPSC exam just as an option if required later.
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point in their life. His father being an ex pert eventually rectifies Anirban’s tax report

and 1s in talking terms with him.

“With a Musalman daughter-in-law at home he said it was embarrassing
for him to be among his friends” (Datta 170). From this statement we come to know
that Anirban’s parents were ashamed of his son getting married to a Muslim s0
much so it was embarrassing for his father to be with his friends, Who all his life
hated the community. Anirban and Zubeida come to Delhi and Maa and Raghu go
to pick him up at the railway station. His father does not accompany them giving
an excuse of having to attend the commitiee meeting which Raghu finds is a lic as

he had bowed out of the committee a month ago.

When they have decided to bring Anirban back to Delhi. His parents search
a new house for him to live in and according to Raghu it was not because their house
was small but because his father’s heart had not opened up for a Muslim girl to

come and stay. His father sees to that the flat gets ready i time before Anirban

comes (o stay.

Anirban’s father had in advanced asked the gateman to take their bags to
their apartment, he shows his love toward them indirectly. They were staying at a
different apartment from their parents. They had still not come to accept Zubeida to
live in their house only because she is a Muslim. Raghu decides to call Zubeida
Boudi which means brother’s wife and his parents decide to call Zubeida, Mamoni
a Bengali name which means a little girl as her name Zubeida would remind them
time and again that she is a Muslim.

That particular year when Anirban’s birthday was celebrated it was a grand

affair with a huge celebration and with rituals of Hindu Bengali Culture. Raghu’s
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Raghu holds himself quite responsible for his brother's death and feels if he
was not wallowing in his own pain, he would go to get the charger and die instead
of Anirban. He blames his father as well for the death who had accompanied him
but preferred to stay down and not go upstairs. Raghu also feels if his Maa had not
acted about how concerned she was about Zubeida, Anirban would have still been
alive, counting days backwards to the birth of his first child. Raghu's mother shifts
blame from one person to the other for Anirban’s death. The last person she finds

to blame was Zubeida.
4.3. Brahmi
Brahmi’s love relationship with Raghu

The novels also shows how friendship and love plays an important role ina
youngster’s life. In this novel Raghu develops a bond with a girl named Brahmi
Sharma in his new school. She comes at a phase in Raghu’s life when he was
depressed from the death of his best friend. She helps him overcome his sadness

and eventually saves him from ending his life and giving up upon her own life.

Brahmi Sharma was the class monitor of Raghu’s new school. Raghu
describes her as whose hair was long and shiny, tied into a scruffy, untidy pony,
and absolutely un-hateable, face with an odd pimple, athletic body, with perfect
round mounds, bursting with puberty at the cusp of turming into a young woman.
The one thing that Raghu notices are her bony wrists which had cut marks zig-

zagging the entire length of her wrist like a child’s drawing.

As she was a bright student no teacher bothers to ask Brahmi when she

misses lectures i;1 the class. Initially Raghu tries to ignore Brahmi as he feels a
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- is birthday
: v« iendship starts from his birt
strong connection with her. Brahmi and Raghu’s [riendship s

pimple she got on the nose.

when she takes his tie 1o staunch the blood flow of the

: s didn't look
Brahmi was lonely like Raghu who nolices that her classmate

like the warm sun on 4 winter moming

ntil required, not because

ot her because she 1s beautiful or smart or

but because she sits alone, eats alone, and stays quiet U

she is intimidating but because she has no friends and Raghu feels this is the e

thing one can do to one self. Brahmi was also a part of few academic and

extracurricular activities which she headed.

Raghu feels the only good thing about the new school was that he had a new

competition with regards to academics. Brahmi was oblivious of the academic
competition that was going on between Raghu and her. Both of them were equally
competitive with regards to academics. Even though Raghu does not want o make
friendship with Brahmi he searches her number on the telephone directory. This

reminds Raghu of his last dialed number to his best friend Sami who would call him

everyday after school.

Brahmi would not care about anyone in the class. She would leave the class
whenever she wanted and would come back like nothing had happened and mark
her missing attendance in the register. Observing how lonely Brahmi is Raghu feels
that unlike him Brahmi must have decided how she wanted to die as Raghu could
sense the same thing in Brahmi which he was going through that is wanting to die

someday.

Brahmi lived with her uncle and aunt (her father's brother and his wife

whom she calls Tauji and Taiji). Raghu asks Brahmi if she wants to do Engineering

to which her answer was that her aunt will decide about it and not her mother who
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to become an engineer or 4 docioy

S0 .
N mehow they feel there is no scope in
humanities,

Al the beginni -
ginning Raghu's mother was very happy to see Arundhati, she

ﬂ'lD'.lg]‘lt she was a studi .
dious girl but her opinion changes once she gets to know she

has taken I'I naniti i n n

Whﬂhﬂdtﬂkﬁﬂu iti i f for es five
p humﬂ]llt]f.'ﬁ works in an adver li.S'liIIg i o jllst npe i

thousand. “I.'S sl 10Ws W i v rds somebody only f

1 h':! Rﬁghus mother ha ca |lk|ﬂg towards: Y I', i

the person fits into her category of being smart and studious.

There is an incident in the novel when Raghu and Arundhati talk about how
she has not fulfilled her parents wish by scoring less Raghu tells Arundhat that she
could have put in more handwork and that he got 91.2 percent only because he put
in extra hours of study. When Arundhati asks him want he wants to do or pursue he
responds saying no one will approve of what he really wants to do. Here he means

to say that he wants to end his life and if he tells about this to anyone no one will

approve of it.

Afier the board exams Arundhati’s parents were disappointed with her

performance in the exams though they do not show their disappointment when they

went to celebrate to the Ganguly’s house for Raghu’s no.l position. Arundhati is

someone who loves listening 10 English pop music unlike the slow songs and when

she plays them in the momning it helps Raghu with his morning anxiety. Arundhati

talks about how her school in Kolkata was stricter whose teachers would knock

their knuckles if they dress untidy than in Delh.

Amundhati made sure she visited the temple every Tuesday. Unlike Raghu

who said his prayers in Sanskrit, Arundhati said her prayers in English. She even
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some youngsters get influence

by thej '
1 W %
Fpeers in the class and want 10 imitate them.

Raghu describes Rishab as handsome, like q movie star

| and his heart shrank when
Brahmi was staring at Rishab who looked like the

kind of boy who would hold a
girl’s hand and make her fall ip love with him

Looki ;
ooking at Rishab, Raghu thought that he might be a threat to his love story

with Brahmi. Ri ras
mi. Rishab Batra was 3 wealthy boy who wore a watch with a metallic

b 1 Ir W : '
and, his hair was a well-made puff and his posture that of a rich, spoilt kid, Sahil

and Rishab became friends laughing and backslapping each other like long-lost

ﬁ'ieu::is, Just afier their first meet which irritated Raghu to no end.

Sahil had a very different perception about Rishab and was disappointed

when Rishab tells him he never had a girlfriend, didn’t smoke, hadn’t ever been to
a club, hadn’t stayed overnights at a friend’s place, hadn’t travelled abroad or had
a passport, or banged his car into a hawker, all things Sahil expected rich kids

do. Their group was now of four people in it.

Raghu was uncomfortable and didn’t like when Rishab and Sahil talked
about other girls, their skirt lengths, the imagined boyfriends of their classmate.
Raghu thought like Sahil and Rishab others might be discussing about Brahmi and
him too. Raghu was someone who had never smoked and initially refuses to smoke
when Rishab and Sahil offer him. However Rishab and Sahil somehow get him into
doing it saying there is always first time, This yet again shows how peers can

force and influence each other and make them do things they don't want to.

Raghu would believe when his parents would tell him Stories of men dying
of smoking, in motorcycle accidents, through bad marriages, which later his brother

tells him were fictional. This was his parents attempt to indirectly tell Raghu and
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Chapter five: Conclusion
Reflections op youthful journeys

Dur}ﬂ}r Dﬂna mm ®
ugh his novels has portrayed a wide range of emotions

through the youn e
young characters in his novels. The complexities they face like social

media influence, ¢ ;
» CATECT expectations, relationship dynamics and mental health.

Datta writes about : :
experiences, emotions, and challenges that young people face in

t[}dﬂ 18 Wor d 1 1 1
y Id as he gets the mspiration from his own college life. Datta creates
8 I I 'Ih 1 tj"' Hl

thES lhat ﬁ[}ualﬂ Wil }rﬂu[h mn {:ﬂl‘itﬂmpﬂrﬂr}’ SGCiE Whﬂ ane ﬂﬂ\rig I.i.ﬂg Ei_[[uiﬂr

situations in their own lives.

My study which aimed to study the youth culture through young characters
in Durjoy Datta’s selected novel that is You Were My Crush: Till You Said You Love
Me! and The Boy Who Loved shows how Datta has portrayed youth culture through
the young characters their complexities and nuances by delving into their emotions

encouraging and helping the readers to reflect on their own emotions, experiences

and perspectives making his books popular among young readers.

Chapter Two has discussed the definition of youth culture which says how

rocesses and gymbolic systems that are distinct from those of adults

the youth have
community. The debate over the existence of youth culture, theories on

emergence on youth culture and how youngsters seek for autonomy at this stage in
aspects of youth culture like, changes in youth culture, youth

their life, some

culture’s effecton society and the comp lexities faced by youngsters like depression,
u

body anxieties love relationships, obsession with materialistic things are discussed.

des the analysis of the novel You Were My

ita we sec different young

Crush: Till You Said You Love Me! By Durjoy Da






103

ray of hope in between ¢
he boo -
K but it does not stay till the end. Although suffering

from a lot of pain, B .
' mhml |
Bives Raghu the hope and courage to live his life and

ending her own life b it
Y committing suicide. We see the emotional turmoil of Brahmi

that leads her to take sucly o drastic step in her Jif
e,

One of the simj L
tar thing in both the novels of my study is how the characters

Shaina in the first i
ovel and Raghu in the second novel rely on other means like

social media blogging and journal Writing to express their feelings. We see a lot of
youngsters doing this now a days from their social media accounts being influencers
and documenting their life through vlogs, On the face of things their life seems very
attractive and many youngsters yearn to be like them. Similarly youngsters who

engage themselves in writing joumnal entries in turn giving them an opportunity to

introspect on their journey of life.

The author has depicted a variety of topics such as the importance of family
and friends in life, the necessity of love, a perspective on conservative Indian society,

and an unconventional love relationship between parents and children.

He has portrayed how dynamics of youth culture change by passing each

generations and how youngsters think differently from their parents. Engage

themselves in risky behaviors like smoking, drinking alcohol and taking drugs

which they feel gives them pleasure.

We can see how Durjoy Datta has written the novels using simple language

portant feature about Durjoy Datta’s novels is

understandable to everyone. One im
. ge may not be

conversational language. While his langua

that he uses a very simple: _
with readers on a personﬂl level with

writes by connecting












/ i 1 Hri SO wrrrl [ ] 4
4 w ¥ s Ca1a ¢ 1l ek . ’ Fagiy
i i} | LT ¥ ! . y raly ¥ o 3
S I el Rt M s v










110

g s Raising
7 W L NP i Pre-Teens and Teenagers.
“Relationships with Parents and Families: Pre Teen

Children Network, 7 Mar, 2024, raisingchildren.net.au

in 2021 and
Rm-Admin. *Understanding the Challenges Young People Face |

Beyond.” Round Midnight, 19 Jan. 2021,

face-in-2021-and-bevond/.

Study on Durjoy Datta's Novel the Boy with a Broken Hear! - Ignited Minds
Journals, ignited.in/p/305457. Accessed 27 Oct. 2023.

Sen. Subhadrika. “Books Give Me the Freedom to Do Anything That I Want:
Durjoy Datta.” Author Interview - Author Durjoy Datta on His Latest
Book “When I Am With You", Revisiting Romance, Being a Literary
Heartthrob and More on His Kolkata Trip - Telegraph India, Telegraph
India, 4 Nov. 2022, www.telegraphindia.com

Shannon, Jonny. “7 Social Issues That Teens Face in 2021.” Jomny Shannon -
Australia’s Youth Speaker of the Year 2021, Jonny Shannon - A ustralia’s
Youth Speaker of the Year 2021, 7 Jan. 2024,
ww.ju:myshannnn.cgm’hlu‘g‘ﬂ-socia]vissuw-that—tﬂens«face-mda},r.

Sidbookreviewer. “The Boy Who Loved by Durjoy Datta.* SidBookReviewer, 5
Feb. 2018, sidhoukrﬂﬁewm:Wurdprﬁs;mmi’zﬁlﬂfﬂﬂ{]ﬂme-bny-who-
loved-by-durjoy-datta/.

Souza, Philip de. “The Multifaceted Issues Facing Youth Today.” Linkedin, 9
Sept. 2023, v

“The Emergencz of Youth Culture, and the Way
Participatory Media and $ocig) Practice

Itls Changing the World.”









