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                        Preface 

Embryonic development is a complex and meticulously orchestrated process influenced by a 

myriad of intrinsic and extrinsic factors. Understanding the impact of dietary interventions on 

embryonic development is crucial for elucidating their potential benefits or risks. In this study, we 

delve into the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation on chick embryo development, 

with a focus on morphometric and circulatory metrics evaluations, as well as lipid analysis. 

The rationale behind investigating VCO lies in its rich composition of bioactive compounds, 

including medium-chain fatty acids and antioxidants, which have garnered attention for their 

potential health-promoting properties. However, despite its widespread use and purported benefits, 

the effects of VCO on embryonic development remain incompletely understood. 

Through meticulous morphometric analyses of chick embryos at both 10 and 20 days of incubation, 

we aim to shed light on the potential influence of VCO on anatomical features and cardiovascular 

parameters during embryogenesis. Additionally, lipid analysis, specifically focusing on tripalmitin 

and cholesterol levels in chick embryo brain samples, provides insights into the impact of VCO on 

lipid metabolism pathways critical for neurodevelopment. 

This study represents a step towards unraveling the intricate interplay between dietary 

interventions, embryonic development, and lipid metabolism. By elucidating the effects of VCO 

supplementation on chick embryo development, we hope to contribute valuable knowledge to the 

fields of developmental biology and nutritional science. 
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 Ultimately, this research aims to inform clinical practice and public health recommendations 

regarding VCO supplementation during pregnancy, thereby advancing the pursuit of optimal 

maternal and fetal health outcomes. 
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Abstract: 

Embryonic development is a dynamic process influenced by various factors, including maternal 

nutrition. This study investigates the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation on 

chick embryo development through morphometric, circulatory, and lipid analyses. Chick embryos 

at 10 and 20 days of incubation were subjected to VCO treatment, and morphometric parameters 

such as total length, limb lengths, and organ dimensions were measured. Circulatory metrics, 

including heart rate and vitelline circulation, were evaluated to assess cardiovascular parameters. 

Additionally, lipid analysis focused on tripalmitin and cholesterol levels in chick embryo brain 

samples. Results revealed subtle alterations in morphometric parameters and circulatory metrics in 

response to VCO supplementation, suggesting potential effects on embryonic growth and 

cardiovascular function. Furthermore, lipid analysis indicated changes in tripalmitin and 

cholesterol levels, highlighting the influence of VCO on lipid metabolism pathways critical for 

neurodevelopment. These findings underscore the importance of understanding the impact of 

dietary interventions on embryonic development and lipid metabolism. Further research is 

warranted to elucidate the underlying mechanisms and long-term implications of VCO 

supplementation during embryogenesis, with potential implications for maternal and fetal health 

outcomes. 

KEYWORDS: Embryonic development, Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO), Morphometric analysis, 

Circulatory metrics, Lipid metabolism, Chick embryo. 
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1. Introduction  

Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) has gained attention for its potential health benefits, including its 

purported effects on embryonic development. Understanding how VCO supplementation 

influences embryonic growth and anatomical features is essential for assessing its safety and 

potential therapeutic applications during pregnancy. 

 

 1.1. Background: 

The embryonic development of chicks is a remarkable process governed by a myriad of intricate 

physiological mechanisms. As researchers delve deeper into understanding the factors that 

influence this crucial phase, Virgin Coconut Oil emerges as a compelling subject of study due to 

its rich composition of bioactive compounds and potential health benefits. This study aims to 

explore the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil on chick embryo development, shedding light on its 

impact on avian physiology and growth. 

At the heart of this investigation lies a fundamental curiosity about the potential role of Virgin 

Coconut Oil in modulating key aspects of chick embryo development. With its diverse array of 

bioactive constituents, including fatty acids, polyphenols, and vitamins, Virgin Coconut Oil 

presents a fascinating avenue for exploration. Prior research has suggested various health 

promoting properties associated with the consumption of Coconut Oil, ranging from anti-

inflammatory and antioxidant effects to potential antimicrobial activity. However, its specific 

effects on embryonic development remain relatively uncharted territory. 
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One of the primary motivations driving this research stems from the recognition of the critical 

importance of the embryonic period in shaping the future health and vitality of the chicks.  

During this stage, intricate processes such as organogenesis, tissue differentiation, and 

morphogenesis unfold rapidly, laying the foundation for the bird's overall growth and physiological 

resilience. By gaining insights into how Virgin Coconut Oil may influence these developmental 

processes, we stand to deepen our understanding of its potential role in promoting optimal growth 

and health outcomes in avian species. 

Moreover, the choice to focus on chick embryos as the experimental model offers several 

advantages. Chick embryos serve as a well-established model system for studying vertebrate 

development, owing to their accessibility, rapid growth rate, and evolutionary conservation of 

developmental processes. This allows researchers to conduct controlled experiments with precise 

manipulation of variables, facilitating the elucidation of cause-and-effect relationships. 

In designing this study, careful consideration has been given to the experimental protocols and 

outcome measures to ensure robust and reliable data acquisition. Chick embryos will be exposed 

to varying concentrations of Virgin Coconut Oil through controlled dietary supplementation, 

allowing for the assessment of dose-dependent effects on developmental parameters. Key 

endpoints such as embryo viability, growth trajectory, morphological features, and biochemical 

markers will be evaluated at different stages of development to capture a comprehensive picture of 

the oil's impact. 

Furthermore, the inclusion of comparative analyses with control groups receiving standard diets 

will enable the discernment of specific effects attributable to Virgin Coconut Oil supplementation.  
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This rigorous approach enhances the validity and interpretability of the findings, enabling 

researchers to draw meaningful conclusions regarding the oil's influence on chick embryo 

development. 

Beyond its immediate implications for avian biology, the findings of this study hold broader 

significance for understanding the potential health benefits of VCO across different life stages and 

species. As the consumers interest in natural health products continues to grow, there is a pressing 

need for evidence-based research to inform public discourse and clinical practice. By elucidating 

the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil on chick embryo development, this study contributes valuable 

insights to the ongoing dialogue surrounding the use of dietary supplements in promoting health 

and well-being. 

 

1.2. Statement of this study, related issues and solutions: 

This research aims to investigate the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation on 

chick embryo development, addressing a significant knowledge gap regarding the potential impact 

of VCO on avian embryogenesis. Through controlled laboratory experiments and comprehensive 

morphological analyses, this study seeks to elucidate the influence of VCO on key developmental 

parameters such as embryo viability, growth trajectory, and morphological features. By conducting 

comparative analyses between VCO-supplemented and control groups, we aim to discern specific 

effects attributable to VCO supplementation and unravel the underlying molecular mechanisms 

involved. This research not only contributes to our understanding of the physiological responses of 

chick embryos to dietary interventions, but also has implications for optimizing avian nutrition 

strategies and enhancing the health and productivity of poultry populations. 
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The limited understanding of the impact of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation on chick 

embryo development presents a significant research gap. To address this issue, comprehensive 

morphological studies are necessary to assess the effects of VCO on key developmental parameters 

and elucidate potential mechanisms underlying these effects. 

 Additionally, there is a lack of research on the influence of dietary interventions, such as VCO 

supplementation, on avian embryogenesis. Controlled laboratory experiments can help to 

investigate the effects of VCO supplementation on chick embryo viability, growth trajectory, and 

morphological features. Furthermore, uncertainty exists regarding the optimal dietary strategies for 

enhancing avian embryonic development and health. Exploring the potential benefits of 

incorporating VCO into poultry diets may provide insights into improving embryo health, growth, 

and overall productivity. Moreover, the incomplete understanding of the molecular mechanisms 

involved in the response of chick embryos to dietary interventions like VCO supplementation 

underscores the need for comparative analyses between VCO-supplemented and control groups. 

Such analyses can help to unravel the molecular pathways affected by VCO and their implications 

for embryonic development. Finally, there is limited knowledge about the practical applications of 

VCO in optimizing avian nutrition and enhancing poultry health. Translating research findings into 

practical recommendations for incorporating VCO into poultry diets can promote optimal 

embryonic development and improve overall poultry productivity. 

 

1.3. The aim and objectives of this study: 

The aim of this study was to investigate the effects of virgin coconut oil (VCO) supplementation 

on chick embryo development. To achieve this aim, the following objectives were pursued: 
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1. Morphological parameters of chick embryos following VCO supplementation were assessed, 

including embryo size, weight, and structural development. 

2. The impact of VCO supplementation on chick embryo viability and hatchability was 

evaluated. 

3. The lipid composition of chick embryos following VCO supplementation was determined, 

elucidating any alterations in lipid profiles and fatty acid composition using thin layer 

chromatography. 

 

 1.4. Research questions of this study: 

1. How does supplementation with virgin coconut oil (VCO) affect the morphological 

parameters of chick embryos, including size, weight, and structural development? 

2. What is the influence of VCO supplementation on the viability and hatchability of chick 

embryos? 

3. How does VCO supplementation alter the lipid composition of chick embryos, particularly in 

terms of lipid profiles and fatty acid composition? 

4. Are there any dose-dependent effects of VCO supplementation on the chick embryo 

development? 

 

 1.5. Hypotheses: 

The hypotheses propose that supplementation with virgin coconut oil (VCO) may impact chick 

embryo development in several ways. It is suggested that VCO supplementation could lead to 

changes in the morphological parameters of chick embryos, such as their size, weight, and 

structural development.  
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Additionally, the viability and hatchability of chick embryos may be affected by VCO 

supplementation, potentially influencing hatching success rates. Furthermore, alterations in the 

lipid composition of chick embryos, including shifts in lipid profiles and fatty acid composition, 

might occur following VCO supplementation.  

Moreover, the study hypothesizes that the effects of VCO supplementation on chick embryo 

development could exhibit dose-dependent patterns, with varying outcomes observed across 

different dosage levels. 

 

 1.6. Overview of this study: 

In this study, a comprehensive approach was undertaken to investigate the effects of Virgin 

Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation on chick embryo development. Firstly, a controlled 

experimental design was implemented, where fertilized chicken eggs were randomly assigned to 

treatment and control groups. The treatment group received VCO supplementation, while the 

control group received a standard diet. Morphological parameters such as embryo size, weight, 

and structural development were assessed at regular intervals. Additionally, lipid composition 

analysis was conducted using thin layer chromatography to evaluate any alterations induced by 

VCO supplementation. The study also incorporated statistical analyses to discern any significant 

differences between the treatment and control groups. Through this systematic approach, the study 

aimed to provide insights into the potential effects of VCO on chick embryo development. 

 

 1.7. Overview of Approach and Study Outline: 

This study employs a multidimensional approach to investigate the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil 

(VCO) supplementation on chick embryo development.  
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The research methodology integrates morphometric analyses, circulatory metrics evaluations, and 

lipid profiling techniques to comprehensively assess the impact of VCO on embryonic physiology. 

The study begins with morphometric analyses of chick embryos at both 10 and 20 days of 

incubation, focusing on anatomical features such as total length, limb dimensions, and organ sizes. 

Circulatory metrics evaluations are then conducted to assess heart rate and vitelline circulation, 

providing insights into cardiovascular development under varying doses of VCO. 

In parallel, lipid analysis techniques are employed to examine the relative abundance of tripalmitin 

and cholesterol in chick embryo brain samples. Thin-layer chromatography (TLC) is utilized to 

determine the migration patterns of these lipids, offering insights into lipid metabolism dynamics 

during neurodevelopment. 

The conspectus of the study follows a structured framework, comprising four main sections: (1) 

Introduction, (2) Literature review, (3) Methodology, (4) Analyses and conclusions. Each section 

is meticulously crafted to elucidate key findings, interpret results, and draw meaningful 

conclusions regarding the effects of VCO on chick embryo development. 
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1.8. Literature review: 

The literature surrounding the effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation on various 

aspects of health and development has been extensive and diverse. In this review, we delve into 

previous studies that have explored similar research questions related to the impact of VCO on 

embryonic development, lipid metabolism, and other relevant parameters. Understanding the 

existing body of knowledge is essential for contextualizing the current study and identifying gaps 

that warrant further investigation. 

 

 1.9. Effect of VCO on Embryo Development: 

Studies investigating the influence of VCO supplementation on embryo development have yielded 

mixed findings. (Hamsi et al., 2015) conducted an experimental study on Sprague Dawley rats, 

observing the effects of fresh and heated VCO on blood pressure and inflammatory biomarkers. 

While the study focused on rats, it provides insights into the potential physiological effects of VCO 

consumption. (Yuniwarti et al., 2015) explored the impact of VCO supplementation on the 

survival of avian influenza virus-infected chickens, demonstrating a potential protective effect. 

These studies offer valuable insights into the biological responses to VCO supplementation, 

although direct implications for chick embryo development remain to be elucidated. 

 

1.10. Lipid Metabolism and Embryonic Growth: 

Research on the role of lipid metabolism in embryonic growth has highlighted the importance of 

dietary lipids, including those found in the Coconut Oil. (Abujazia et al., 2012) investigated the 

effects of VCO on bone oxidative status in ovariectomized rats, suggesting potential benefits for 

skeletal health. 
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 Similarly, (De Moura E Dias et al., 2018) examined the impact of VCO consumption on liver and 

adipose tissue lipid profiles in Wistar rats, identifying alterations in saturated fatty acid levels and 

adipose tissue inflammation. These studies underscore the intricate relationship between dietary 

lipids and metabolic processes, which may influence the embryonic development. 

 

1.11. Comparative Studies on Dietary Oils: 

Comparative studies comparing the effects of different Dietary oils, including Coconut Oil, Palm 

Oil, and others, have provided valuable insights into their nutritional properties and physiological 

effects. (Suryani et al., 2020) conducted a comparative study of VCO, Coconut Oil, and Palm Oil 

in terms of their active ingredients, shedding light on potential differences in composition and 

bioactivity. Similarly, (Couto et al., 2022) investigated the benefits of VCO in the diet of 

Colossoma macropomum fish, highlighting its potential as a dietary supplement in aquaculture. 

These comparative studies offer valuable perspectives on the unique properties of VCO and its 

potential applications across different species. 

1.12. Mechanistic Insights into VCO Effects: 

Mechanistic studies exploring the effects of VCO at the cellular and molecular levels have 

provided valuable insights into its physiological effects. (Mirzaei et al., 2019) investigated the 

multitarget effects of VCO on an Alzheimer's disease animal model, suggesting potential 

neuroprotective properties. (Meng et al., 2019) studied the mechanism of anti-ulcer effects of VCO 

in a gastric ulcer-induced rat model, revealing possible gastroprotective mechanisms. These 

mechanistic studies contribute to our understanding of the underlying pathways through which 

VCO may exert its biological effects. 
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1.13. Methodological Advances in Lipid Analysis: 

Advancements in lipid analysis techniques have facilitated more comprehensive assessments of 

lipid composition and metabolism. (Saini et al., 2021) reviewed advances in the lipid extraction 

methods, providing insights into optimal techniques for lipid analysis. Additionally, (Haedrich et 

al., 2020) developed a rapid extraction method for total lipids from various food sources, including 

coconut oil, enhancing the efficiency and accuracy of lipid analysis. These methodological 

advancements are instrumental in the accurate assessment of lipid profiles in biological samples. 

 

1.14. Nutritional Benefits of Coconut Oil: 

Coconut Oil has been extensively studied for its potential health benefits, including its effects on 

lipid metabolism and cardiovascular health. (Nevin and Rajamohan, 2004) reviewed the 

therapeutic properties of Coconut Oil, highlighting its ability to improve lipid profiles and 

antioxidant status in animal models. Similarly, (Eyres et al., 2016) conducted a meta-analysis of 

randomized controlled trials, concluding that coconut oil consumption modestly increases total 

cholesterol levels but does not adversely affect lipid profiles compared to other dietary fats. These 

findings underscore the complex interplay between coconut oil consumption and metabolic health. 

 

1.15. Impact of Maternal Nutrition on Embryonic Development: 

Maternal nutrition plays a critical role in shaping embryonic development and long-term health 

outcomes in offspring. (Kulkarni et al., 2011) investigated the effects of maternal dietary fat intake 

on fetal growth and adiposity in mice, highlighting the importance of balanced lipid intake during 

pregnancy.  
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Similarly, (Haggarty, 2010) reviewed the evidence linking maternal nutrition, including dietary fat 

intake, to epigenetic modifications in offspring, with potential implications for disease risk later in 

life. These studies emphasize the need to consider maternal dietary factors when examining the 

effects of VCO supplementation on chick embryo development. 

 

1.16. Antioxidant Properties of Virgin Coconut Oil: 

The antioxidant properties of VCO have been of particular interest due to their potential protective 

effects against oxidative stress-related damage. (Marina et al., 2009) evaluated the antioxidant 

capacity of VCO and its phenolic constituents, demonstrating potent free radical scavenging 

activity in vitro. Additionally, (Intahphuak et al., 2010) investigated the anti-inflammatory and 

analgesic effects of VCO in animal models, suggesting a role for VCO in mitigating inflammation-

induced oxidative damage. These studies provide insights into the mechanisms underlying the 

potential health-promoting effects of VCO. 

 

1.17. Effects of VCO on Hormonal Regulation: 

Hormonal regulation is intricately linked to embryonic development and growth processes. (De 

Vasconcelos et al., 2022) explored the effects of VCO supplementation on hormone-sensitive 

lipase activity and adipose tissue metabolism in rats, revealing potential mechanisms underlying 

the metabolic effects of VCO. Similarly, (Negm et al., 2019), (Mohammed et al., 2020) 

investigated the effects of VCO on thyroid function in rats, observing alterations in thyroid 

hormone levels following supplementation. These findings suggest that VCO may modulate 

hormonal pathways relevant to embryonic development. 
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1.18. Challenges and Opportunities in VCO Research: 

Despite the growing interest in VCO and its potential health benefits, several challenges remain in 

conducting robust research in this field. (Nivya et al., 2023) discussed methodological 

considerations in VCO research, including variations in extraction methods and quality control 

measures. Furthermore, (Zeng et al., 2022) highlighted the need for standardized protocols and 

comprehensive analyses to elucidate the biological effects of VCO accurately. Addressing these 

challenges is essential for advancing our understanding of the health effects of VCO and 

translating research findings into clinical practice. 

The published literature on VCO supplementation spans various disciplines, including nutrition, 

physiology, and biochemistry, offering valuable insights into its potential effects on embryonic 

development and lipid metabolism. However, despite these contributions, gaps in knowledge 

persist, particularly regarding the specific impact of VCO on chick embryo development. This 

study aims to address these gaps by investigating the morphological, physiological, and 

biochemical effects of VCO supplementation on chick embryos, thereby contributing to a deeper 

understanding of the potential benefits and mechanisms of action of VCO in developmental 

contexts. 

 

1.19. A critical review of these studies either supporting/opposing or describing the 

limitations: 

The studies reviewed offer valuable insights into the potential health benefits and risks associated 

with Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) supplementation. (Hamsi et al., 2015) found that VCO 

consumption led to reductions in blood pressure and inflammatory biomarkers in rats, suggesting 

potential cardiovascular benefits. 
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 However, the reliance on animal models limits the generalizability of these findings to humans. 

Similarly, (Abujazia et al., 2012) reported a protective effect of VCO against bone loss in 

ovariectomized rats, attributed to its antioxidant properties. Again, the lack of human trials raises 

questions about the applicability of these findings to human populations. 

Contrasting results were observed in studies by (De Moura E Dias et al., 2018) and (Gunasekaran 

et al., 2017). (De Moura E Dias et al., 2018) found that VCO intake increased saturated fatty acids 

in the liver and adipose tissue, raising concerns about its potential adverse effects on metabolic 

health. (Gunasekaran et al., 2017) reported low body weight and altered fatty acid levels in 

offspring of mice exposed to maternal VCO consumption, highlighting potential risks associated 

with VCO intake during pregnancy. 

On the other hand, (Meng et al., 2019) and (Mirzaei et al., 2019) explored potential therapeutic 

effects of VCO in animal models of gastric ulcers and Alzheimer's disease, respectively. Both 

studies suggested promising results, indicating anti-inflammatory and neuroprotective properties 

of VCO. However, the lack of human trials limits the translation of these findings to clinical 

practice. 

Additionally, (Couto et al., 2022) on VCO and (Elewa et al., 2023) on Coconut Oil (CO) 

investigated the effects of VCO and Coconut Oil (CO) supplementation on growth performance 

and lipid metabolism in fish and broilers and respectively. Both studies reported improvements in 

growth performance and nutrient utilization associated with VCO and CO supplementation. 

Nevertheless, the reliance on animal models and the absence of human trials hindering the 

generalizability of these findings to human populations. 
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One aspect that has been extensively explored in the literature is the impact of VCO on lipid 

metabolism. Several studies have investigated the effects of VCO consumption on lipid profiles in 

both animal models and humans. For example, (Abujazia et al., 2012) conducted a study on 

ovariectomized rats and found that VCO supplementation positively influenced bone oxidative 

status. Similarly, (Nevin and Rajamohan, 2009) explored the impact of wet and dry extraction 

methods of Coconut Oil on lipid metabolic and antioxidant status in rats co-administered with 

cholesterol. Their findings suggested that both extraction methods improved lipid metabolism and 

antioxidant status, indicating the potential benefits of Coconut Oil consumption. 

However, it's essential to consider the limitations of these studies. While they provide valuable 

insights into the potential benefits of VCO, many of them have certain methodological 

shortcomings. For instance, some studies lack control groups or have small sample sizes, which 

may limit the generalizability of their findings. Additionally, there is considerable variability in 

the dosages and duration of VCO supplementation across studies, making it challenging to 

compare results directly. Furthermore, the majority of studies are conducted on animal models, 

and the translation of these findings to human populations may not always be straightforward. 

Another aspect worth examining is the impact of VCO on embryonic development. Several studies 

have investigated this topic using various animal models, including chick embryos. (Yuniwarti et 

al., 2015) conducted a study on avian influenza virus (H5N1)-infected chickens and found that 

VCO supplementation increased survival rates. This suggests a potential protective effect of VCO 

against viral infections during embryonic development. Similarly, (Elewa et al., 2023) investigated 

the effects of Coconut Oil on the growth performance, carcass criteria, and lipid profile of broilers.  
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Their findings indicated that Coconut Oil supplementation positively influenced growth 

performance and lipid metabolism in broilers, further supporting the potential benefits of VCO 

during embryonic development. 

However, despite these promising findings, there are some limitations to consider. One common 

limitation is the lack of mechanistic insight into how VCO exerts its effects on embryonic 

development. While some studies have explored changes in lipid profiles and antioxidant status, 

the underlying molecular mechanisms remain poorly understood. Additionally, there is a need for 

more longitudinal studies to assess the long-term effects of VCO supplementation on embryonic 

development and health outcomes later in life. 

While the existing literature provides valuable insights into the potential benefits of VCO 

supplementation on embryonic development, lipid metabolism, and other physiological processes, 

there are still several gaps in knowledge that need to be addressed. Future research should focus 

on elucidating the underlying mechanisms of action of VCO, conducting more robust clinical trials 

in human populations, and exploring the long-term effects of VCO supplementation on health 

outcomes. By addressing these gaps, we can gain a better understanding of the potential role of 

VCO in promoting health and wellness across the life span. 
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2. Methodology 

2.1. Virgin Coconut Oil -Test compound: 

The test compound used in this study is Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO), which is derived from the 

fresh meat of coconut fruit through processes like wet milling or quick drying. VCO is renowned 

for its rich composition of medium-chain fatty acids (MCFAs), particularly lauric acid, caprylic 

acid, and capric acid, which are believed to confer various health benefits. Additionally, VCO 

contains bioactive compounds such as polyphenols, tocopherols, and phytosterols, contributing to 

its antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties. Its potential therapeutic effects have been 

investigated in various fields, including nutrition, dermatology, and alternative medicine. VCO's 

versatility and natural origin make it a promising candidate for experimental studies aimed at 

exploring its effects on biological systems, ranging from cellular processes to whole-organism 

responses. For this study the test compound was procured from commercial supplier with brand 

name “VITA” manufactured by IDEAL FOODS, Corlim, Goa. 

 

2.2. Experimental Model: Chick Embryo: 

Chick embryos were chosen as the experimental model due to several advantages they offer. These 

include the ability to observe embryonic development outside the mother's body, ease of 

maintenance and handling, and well-studied stages of development. Additionally, chick embryos 

allow for the development of brain regions and their segregation into distinct parts at different 

developmental stages. The experimental setup involved obtaining fertilized eggs (Gallus gallus, 

white Leghorn strain) from a local hatchery and incubating them under controlled conditions. 
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2.3. Experimental Setup: 

The experiment commenced after obtaining approval from the Committee for the Purpose of 

Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals (CPCSEA) and the Institutional Animal 

Ethics Committee (IAEC) for the usage of eggs under the IAEC approved reference number: 

GUZ/IAEC/23-24/N7. Fertilized eggs were collected from the local hatchery and weighed in the 

range of 55-60g. 

 Dosage Selection: The dosage selection for administering Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) to the chick 

embryos was guided by the advantages offered by working with the chick embryo model. Chick 

embryos present unique advantages as an experimental model, including the ability to re-incubate 

eggs, ease of manipulation at specific developmental stages, and availability of large amounts of 

tissue for various analyses. The initial rough dosage findings were initiated based on the available 

research on Gallus gallus model treated with VCO (REF) and weight of the eggs, with calculations 

based on the recommended dosages of 1ml/kg and 1.5ml/kg of the body weight of the egg for adult 

hens. Thus, the rough dosage experiments were initiated by administering doses of 10 µl, 30 µl, 

50 µl, 70 µl and 90 µl of VCO to one day incubated eggs and monitoring them till 10th day of 

incubation. Post 10th day incubated embryos were screened for their overall development. After 

these experiments the dose 50 µl/ egg and 70 µl/ egg VCO doses were selected for further 

experimentation. 

 

2.4. Experimental groups: The experimental groups were divided into two: the intact control 

group and the treated group. The intact control group consisted of eggs that were not subjected to 

any treatments or interventions, serving as a baseline for comparison.  
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The treated group received VCO supplementation, administered via injection into the yolk of the 

eggs. The experimental groups were further subdivided based on the duration of incubation such 

as 10-day and 20-day. 

VCO-Injections: The injection procedure was conducted under a horizontal laminar airflow to 

maintain a sterile environment and prevent contamination. Eggs were carefully positioned and a 

small hole was made in the eggshell using a sterile hypodermic needle. VCO was injected into the 

yolk using a sterile syringe, and the holes were sealed with candle wax to prevent leakage. 

Following injection, the eggs were returned to the incubator for the designated incubation period. 

 

2.5. Microscopic examinations and Image analysis: 

The morphological data collection for 10-day and 20-day chick embryos was conducted using a 

stereo microscope equipped with image analysis software. Initially, fertilized chick eggs were 

placed in an incubator at the appropriate temperature until day 10/20 of incubation. At this stage, 

the eggs were carefully opened to expose the developing embryos, which were then transferred 

into the labelled petri dishes containing saline solution to maintain moisture. The stereo 

microscope was set up in a well-lit laboratory environment, and its magnification and focus 

settings were adjusted to ensure a clear visualization of the chick embryos. With the image analysis 

software properly installed and calibrated, high-resolution images of the embryos were captured 

from different angles. Morphological parameters, including heart rate, vitelline length and 

diameter, eye length, total length, upper and lower limb lengths, beak length, brain length, embryo 

weight, and neck length, were measured directly from the images using the software tools. Each 

measurement was meticulously recorded in a laboratory notebook, ensuring accuracy and 

consistency throughout the data collection process.  
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Subsequently, the data were compiled for statistical analysis to compare the morphological 

characteristics between the control and experimental groups.  

Detailed documentation of the experimental setup, procedures, and results was carried out in a 

comprehensive laboratory report, which included qualitative observations made during the data 

collection process. Additionally, images and data files were appropriately stored for future 

reference and analysis, ensuring the integrity and traceability of the research findings. Through 

this meticulous methodology, researchers were able to obtain reliable morphological data to 

evaluate the effects of experimental treatments on 10-day and 20-day chick embryo development. 

 

2.6. Dissection: 

A petri-dish was kept ready.  Egg was cleaned using a disinfectant (70% alcohol) and was allowed 

to sit for some time.  A scalpel was used to make a crack carefully on the egg and the contents of 

it were poured into the petri plate.  To reduce the pain of the embryos they were sacrificed by slow 

chilling method that is by dipping the ice cubes on the live embryos and slowly little by little they 

were being sacrificed for dissection purposes.  Later the dissection of these Chick embryo brain 

was performed and were transferred in the eppendorf tube and then they were stored in the -20 

degrees centigrade freezer till further procedures were conducted. 

 

2.7. Sample preparation for Lipid analysis:  

Subsequently, the chick embryo brain tissues underwent the Folch method to analyze their lipid 

profile. Initially, the brain tissues were carefully weighed to ensure accurate measurements.  

Then, the tissues were transferred into a homogenizer tube, where a two-to-one ratio of chloroform 

to methanol was added. Following this, the tissues were homogenized to facilitate the extraction 
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of lipids. The homogenized mixture was transferred into a beaker and subjected to magnetic 

stirring for 15 minutes at room temperature. 

 Water was gradually added to the mixture, and it was then transferred into a centrifuge tube for 

centrifugation at 2400 rpm for twenty minutes. Subsequently, the supernatant was discarded, 

leaving behind the lower portion containing the chloroform and lipid components, which were 

stored at -20°C. Finally, the samples underwent nitrogen drying to remove any residual moisture, 

as per the protocol established by Folch and colleagues in 1957. 

 

2.8. Thin Layer Chromatography procedures: 

To conduct thin-layer chromatography (TLC), the necessary materials were collected, including 

activated TLC plates, a thin-layer chromatographic tank, forceps, a pipette, spraying reagent (such 

as iodine), and lipid standards like cholesterol and tripalmitin.  The TLC plates were prepared by 

drawing two straight lines on them: one positioned 2 cm from the bottom and the other 1 cm from 

the top. The bottom line was subdivided into segments for spotting samples, ensuring there was 

enough space between each spot.  Next, 20 µl of each lipid standard was pipetted onto the 

designated spots on the TLC plates, and they were allowed to air dry for five to 10 minutes. The 

TLC chamber was prepared by adding the solvent mixture, typically consisting of petroleum ether, 

diethyl ether, and glacial acetic acid in a ratio of 80:20:1.  

The chamber was closed and allowed to saturate for 5 to 10 minutes at room temperature.  Using 

forceps, the TLC plates were carefully placed into the chamber vertically, ensuring the solvent 

phase moved uniformly along the plate. The plates were left in the chamber until the solvent front 

reached the top pencil line.  Once the chromatography process was complete, the plates were 

removed from the TLC chamber and placed on a clean, dry surface or tissue to allow the mobile 
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phase to evaporate completely for five to 10 minutes. To detect and analyze the separated lipid 

components, the plates were sprayed with the spraying reagent (iodine) and heated in an oven at 

110 degrees Celsius for five to ten minutes. The spots appeared upon heating, allowing the 

positions of lipid spots to be located and the distances traveled by individual lipid components to 

be measured. 

The final experimental procedure involved repeating the same steps outlined for thin-layer 

chromatography (TLC) with the selected doses for the experimental groups. The batches chosen 

for the final experiment are detailed further. 

Rf = Distance travelled by the substance from reference line (cm)/Distance travelled by the solvent 

front from reference line (cm). 

 

2.9. Statistical analyses: 

All other statistical analyses were performed with Microsoft Excel 2010. Data represented for this 

study are Mean of six samples ± Standard deviation.  
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Table 1: Experimental Groups and Doses: 

Incubation Periods 

 

10-Day 

Embryo 

A 

 

20-Day 

Embryo 

B 

Control Group 6 6 

Experimental Group I (70 

µl/egg) 6 6 

Experimental Group II (50 

µl/egg) 6 6 

 

For both 10-day and 20-day embryos, there were six samples in each group, including the control 

group and two experimental groups with doses of 70 µl and 50 µl. These batches were carefully 

selected to ensure a comprehensive analysis of the effects of the test compound on chick embryo 

development at different stages. 
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Plate 1- Materials and equipment used for recording the morphological parameters of the chick 

embryos. 

 

   

Candling of eggs.                                   Weighing of eggs for rough dosage findings. 

 

 

 

 

Keeping eggs in the incubator at 37.8 °c.    
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Sterilizing the laminar flow. 

 

 

 

Test Compound. 
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Injecting the eggs with VCO on the next day at the yolk part.                

   

 

 

                    

Keeping the eggs back in the incubator. 
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Opening the respective batches of eggs on 10 days and 20 days and recording their        

morphological parameters.      
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Plate 2- Materials and equipment used for recording the lipid profile of the 10 days and 20 days 

chick embryo. 

 

                                        

Euthanizing chick embryos.                                          Dissecting the chick embryos brain. 

                       

Preserving brain tissue in Eppendorf tube in a deep freezer. 
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Homogenization of tissue using Folch method.        

 

                                 

Stirring the mixture using magnetic stirrer.                    Centrifugation at 2,400 rpm for 20 minutes. 
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Drying the lipid samples using nitrogen gas. 

 

 

 

 

            

Preparation of standards for Thin Layer Chromatography (TLC). 

 

 



 

                                                                  45 
 

 

 

 

Preparation of standard cholesterol using Ultrasonic Sonication. 

 

 

 

            

      Loading of samples on TLC plates. 
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Performing the TLC using suitable solvents. 
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      70 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                  70 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                                    

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                          

70 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.           70 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                               
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 70 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.        
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30 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.        30 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                                                      

                                       

                                            

30 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.            30 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo. 

 

30 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                                        
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Control 1 of 10 days chick embryo.                  Control 2 of 10 days chick embryo. 

 

                       

    Control 3 of 10 days chick embryo.                                  Control 4 of 10 days chick embryo.                                                                    
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Control 5 of 10 days chick embryo.                                   Control 6 of 10 days chick embryo. 
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  50 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.          50 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                               

 

                                         

 50 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.           50 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                                    
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50 µl dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.            50 µl dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo. 

 

     

50 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                                 
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10 µl Doses of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.          10 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.               
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Control 1 of 20 days chick embryo.                            Control 2 of 20 days chick embryo. 

 

                                               

Control 3 of 20 days chick embryo.                                  Control 4 of 20 days chick embryo.                                                                         
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Control 5 of 20 Days chick embryo.                                      Control 6 of 20 days chick embryo.                                           
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70 µl Dose of VCO 20 days chick embryo.              70 µl Dose of VCO 0f 20 days chick embryo. 

 

                                  

70 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.           70 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.             
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70 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.       70 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.         
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10 µl Dose of VCO of 10 days chick embryo.                               

 

 

10 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.                                                           
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30 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo. 
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     50 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.             50 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.        

 

                                                     

    50 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.         50 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.       
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     50 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.             50 µl Dose of VCO of 20 days chick embryo.      
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4. Analyses and Conclusion 

The morphometric analysis of 10-day chick embryos under varied experimental doses reveals 

intriguing insights into the effects of different doses of VCO (Virgin Coconut Oil) on chick embryo 

development (Table 2, Figure 1). The data, presented as mean values ± standard deviation with a 

sample size of six, showcases several notable observations across multiple anatomical features. 

Firstly, in terms of total length, the control group exhibits a slightly greater mean total length of 

3.51 cm ± 0.41 compared to the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl VCO, which display shorter 

lengths of 2.64 cm ± 0.78 and 2.06 cm ± 0.78, respectively. Similarly, both upper and lower limb 

lengths appear slightly reduced in the treated groups, albeit within overlapping standard deviations. 

Beak length, neck length, eye length, and brain length also exhibit variability across the groups, 

suggesting potential effects of the experimental doses on these anatomical parameters. However, 

the differences observed in these parameters are within the standard deviations, necessitating 

further statistical analysis to ascertain their significance. Interestingly, the weights of embryos in 

the treated groups appear marginally lower than those in the control group, albeit without 

statistically significant differences.  
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Table 2: Morphometric evaluation of 10-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental doses. 

Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 

Incubation 

Period 

(days) 

Total 

Length 

(cm) 

Upper 

Limb 

Length 

(cm) 

Lower 

Limb 

Length 

(cm) 

Beak 

Length 

(cm) 

Neck 

Length 

(cm) 

Eye 

Length 

(cm) 

Brain 

Length 

(cm) 

Embryo 

Weight 

(g) 

Control 

3.51 

± 0.41 

0.9 

± 0.21 

1.25 

± 0.35 

0.45 

± 0.17 

0.81 

± 0.24 

0.5 

± 0.68 

1.21 

± 0.26 

2 

± 0.28 

70 µl VCO 

Treated 

group 

2.64 

± 0.78 

0.62 

± 0.12 

0.42 

± 0.24 

0.5 

± 0.3 

1 

± 0.41 

0.7 

± 0.3 

0.96 

± 0.39 

1.64 

± 0.50 

50 µl VCO 

treated 

group 

2.06 

± 0.78 

0.35 

± 0.26 

0.51 

± 0.52 

0.13 

± 0.20 

0.53  

± 0.33 

0.76 

± 0.21 

0.61 ± 

0.26 

1.4  

± 0.80 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Morphometric evaluation of 10-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental doses. 

Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 
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The circulatory metrics evaluation of 10-day chick embryos under varied experimental doses 

provides insights into the potential effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) exposure on heart rate 

and vitelline circulation (Table 3, Figure 2). The data, presented as mean values ± standard 

deviation with a sample size of six, highlights several noteworthy observations across the 

experimental groups. Firstly, concerning heart rate, the control group demonstrates a mean heart 

rate of 59.5 beats per minute (bpm) ± 15.3, while the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl VCO 

exhibit slightly higher mean heart rates of 50.4 bpm ± 28.25 and 21.16 bpm ± 8.80, respectively. 

Although these differences in heart rate seem considerable, the wide standard deviations suggest 

considerable variability within the groups and necessitate further statistical analysis to determine 

their significance. 

Moving on to vitelline length and diameter, the control group displays mean values of 5.00 cm ± 

1.99 and 3.21 cm ± 1.46, respectively. In contrast, the treated groups exhibit varying trends in 

vitelline metrics. The group treated with 70 µl VCO demonstrates a slightly increased mean 

vitelline length of 6.32 cm ± 1.14, suggesting a potential stimulatory effect of VCO on vitelline 

growth. Conversely, the group treated with 50 µl VCO displays a notably reduced mean vitelline 

length of 2.90 cm ± 1.96, indicating a possible inhibitory effect of VCO at this dosage. Similarly, 

the vitelline diameter in the treated groups also showcases variability, with the 70 µl VCO group 

showing a mean diameter of 3.34 cm ± 1.70 and the 50 µl VCO group exhibiting a reduced mean 

diameter of 2.78 cm ± 1.65. 
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Table 3: Circulatory metrices evaluation of 10-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental 

doses. Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 

Incubation Period 

(days) Heart Rate (beats/min) Vitelline Length (cm) Vitelline Diameter (cm) 

Control 

59.5 

± 15.3 

5.00 

± 1.99 

3.21 

± 1.46 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 

50.4 

± 28.25 

6.32 

± 1.14 

3.34 

± 1.70 

50 µl VCO 

treated group 

21.16 

± 8.80 

2.90 

± 1.96 

2.78 

± 1.65 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Circulatory metrices evaluation of 10-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental 

doses. Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 
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The morphometric evaluation of 20-day chick embryos under varied experimental doses provides 

valuable insights into the potential effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) exposure on anatomical 

features during embryonic development (Table 4 Figure 3). The data, presented as mean values ± 

standard deviation with a sample size of six, offers a comprehensive overview of various 

morphological parameters across the experimental groups. 

Firstly, regarding total length, the control group exhibits a mean total length of 8.22 cm ± 0.66. In 

comparison, the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl VCO display mean total lengths of 8.23 cm ± 

1.14 and 5.98 cm ± 1.53, respectively. While the mean total length in the treated groups appears 

slightly altered compared to the control, the wide standard deviations suggest considerable 

variability within the groups, necessitating further statistical analysis to determine significance. 

Similarly, for upper limb length, lower limb length, beak length, neck length, eye length, brain 

length, and embryo weight, the data showcases variability across the experimental groups. For 

instance, in the upper limb length, the control group demonstrates a mean length of 3.1 cm ± 0.6, 

while the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl VCO exhibit mean lengths of 2.3 cm ± 1.2 and 1.7 

cm ± 0.4, respectively. 

Interestingly, the treated groups also display alterations in other morphological parameters 

compared to the control. For example, the group treated with 50 µl VCO shows a reduced mean 

neck length of 1.68 cm ± 0.15, compared to the control's mean neck length of 0.97 cm ± 0.15. 

Similarly, variations are observed in eye length, brain length, and embryo weight across the 

experimental groups. 
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Table 4: Morphometric evaluation of 20-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental doses.  

Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 

Incubation Period 

(days) 

Total 

Length 

Upper 

Limb 

Length 

Lower 

Limb 

Length 

Beak 

Length 

Neck 

Length 

Eye 

Length 

Brain 

Length 

Embryo 

Weight 

Control 

8.22 

± 0.66 

3.1 

± 0.6 

6.8 

± 0.9 

1.02 

± 0.1 

0.97 

± 0.15 

0.6 

± 0.1 

1.17 

± 0.12 

15 

± 0.6 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 
8.23 

± 1.14 

2.3 

± 1.2 

3.2 

± 0.4 

0.8 

± 0.18 

1.33 

± 0.42 

0.6 

± 0.1 

2.93 

± 0.41 

20 

± 3.6 

50 µl VCO 

treated group 
5.98 

± 1.53 

1.7 

± 0.4 

3.2 

± 0.4 

0.83 

± 0.2 

1.68 

± 0.15 

0.7 

± 0.1 

1.67 

± 0.27 

21 

± 2.9 

 

 

Figure 3; Morphometric evaluation of 20-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental doses.  

Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 
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Table 5: Circulatory metrices evaluation of 20-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental 

doses. Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 

Incubation 

Period (days) 

Heart Rate 

(beats/min) 

Vitelline 

Length (cm) 

Vitelline 

Diameter (cm) 

Embryo 

Weight (g) 

Neck 

Length 

(cm) 

Control 70 ± 8.1 3.7 ± 1.8 2.97 ± 0.96 15 ± 0.6 0.97 ± 0.15 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 64 ± 5.3 5.8 ± 1 4.55 ± 1.49 20 ± 3.6 1.33 ± 0.42 

50 µl VCO 

treated group 68 ± 5.5 5.6 ± 0.5 3.88 ± 0.27 21 ± 2.9 1.68 ± 0.15 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Circulatory metrices evaluation of 20-Day Chick Embryos under varied experimental 

doses. Data represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 
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The circulatory metrics evaluation of 20-day chick embryos under varied experimental doses 

provides valuable insights into the potential effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) exposure on 

cardiovascular and developmental parameters during embryonic development (Table 5, Figure 4). 

The data, presented as mean values ± standard deviation with a sample size of six, offers a 

comprehensive overview of various circulatory metrics across the experimental groups. 

Firstly, concerning heart rate, the control group exhibits a mean heart rate of 70 beats/min ± 8.1. 

In comparison, the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl VCO display mean heart rates of 64 

beats/min ± 5.3 and 68 beats/min ± 5.5, respectively. While there appears to be a trend of decreased 

heart rate in the treated groups compared to the control, the wide standard deviations suggest 

variability within the groups. 

Similarly, for vitelline length and diameter, as well as embryo weight and neck length, the data 

showcases variability across the experimental groups. For instance, in vitelline length, the control 

group demonstrates a mean length of 3.7 cm ± 1.8, while the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl 

VCO exhibit mean lengths of 5.8 cm ± 1 and 5.6 cm ± 0.5, respectively. 

Interestingly, the treated groups also display alterations in other circulatory and developmental 

parameters compared to the control. For example, in vitelline diameter, the group treated with 70 

µl VCO shows a mean diameter of 4.55 cm ± 1.49, compared to the control's mean diameter of 

2.97 cm ± 0.96. Similarly, variations are observed in embryo weight and neck length across the 

experimental groups. 

 

The morphometric analysis of chick embryo features at 20 days of incubation provides valuable 

insights into the effects of different doses of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) on the anatomical 

characteristics of chick embryos (Table 6, Figure 5).  
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The data, presented as mean values ± standard deviation with a sample size of six, allows for a 

detailed examination of various anatomical features across the experimental groups. 

Firstly, regarding egg tooth length, the control group exhibits a mean length of 0.17 cm ± 0.1, 

while the treated groups with 70 µl and 50 µl VCO show slightly reduced mean lengths of 0.12 

cm ± 0.04. However, the small difference between the control and treated groups may not be 

statistically significant given the overlap in standard deviations. 

Similarly, for claw lengths, nail lengths, and nostril lengths, there are variations across the 

experimental groups, but the differences may not reach statistical significance due to the 

considerable standard deviations. For instance, the first claw length in the control group is 1 cm ± 

0.3, while in the treated groups, it ranges from 0.8 cm ± 0.3 to 0.9 cm ± 0.4. Similarly, the variations 

in other anatomical features, such as nail lengths and nostril lengths, follow a similar pattern. 
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Table 6: Morphometric Analysis of Chick Embryo Features at 20 Days of incubation. Data 

represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 

 

Days 

Egg Tooth 

Length 

1st Claw 

Length 

2nd Claw 

Length 

3rd Claw 

Length 

4th Claw 

Length 

1st Nail 

Length 

2nd 

Nail 

Length 

3rd 

Nail 

Length 

4th 

Nail 

Length 

Nostril 

Length 

Control 

0.17 

± 0.1 

1 

± 0.3 

1.6 

± 0.3 

1.27 

± 0.47 

0.62 

± 0.48 

0.25 

± 0.05 

0.28 

± 0.08 

0.32 

± 0.08 

0.2 

± 0.1 

0.1 

± 0.1 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 

0.12 

± 0.04 

01 

± 0.3 

1.5 

± 0.3 

1.28 

± 0.48 

0.72 

± 0.44 

0.2 

± 0.1 

0.25 

± 0.05 

0.3 

± 0.06 

0.2 

± 0.1 

0.2 

± 0.1 

50 µl VCO 

treated group 

0.12 

± 0.04 

0.9 

± 0.4 

1.6 

± 0.3 

1.23 

± 0.48 

0.65 

± 0.49 

0.2 

± 0.1 

0.22 

± 0.04 

0.22 

± 0.04 

0.2 

± 0.1 

0.3 

± 0.1 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Morphometric Analysis of Chick Embryo Features at 20 Days of incubation. Data 

represented are mean ± standard deviation with n=6. 
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The morphometric analysis of chick embryos at both 10 and 20 days of incubation under varied 

experimental doses of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) provides valuable insights into the effects of 

VCO on embryonic development and anatomical features. These observations are essential for 

understanding the potential benefits or risks associated with VCO exposure during embryonic 

development. Here, we will delve into the interpretation of the data, considering statistical 

significance, scientific interpretations, and implications based on the provided information and 

relevant literature. 

Similarly, circulatory metrics evaluation indicates potential alterations in heart rate and vitelline 

circulation in response to VCO exposure. While the treated groups show varying trends in heart 

rate and vitelline length compared to the control, the wide standard deviations suggest considerable 

variability within the groups, emphasizing the need for further statistical analysis to determine 

significance. 

At 20 days of incubation, the morphometric analysis continues to reveal intriguing insights into 

the effects of VCO on embryonic development. Total length, upper limb length, lower limb length, 

and other anatomical features display variability across the experimental groups. While the treated 

groups exhibit alterations in these parameters compared to the control, the differences may not be 

statistically significant due to overlapping standard deviations. 

Circulatory metrics evaluation also highlights potential effects of VCO on heart rate and vitelline 

circulation. The treated groups show trends of altered heart rates and vitelline metrics compared 

to the control, but again, the wide standard deviations indicate substantial variability within the 

groups, warranting further statistical analysis. 
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The observed effects of VCO on chick embryo development align with existing knowledge of the 

bioactive compounds present in Coconut Oil, including medium-chain fatty acids and antioxidants. 

Studies have suggested that these compounds may exert various effects on cellular processes, 

including lipid metabolism, oxidative stress, and gene expression, which could impact embryonic 

development. 

For instance, medium-chain fatty acids such as lauric acid, which is abundant in VCO, have been 

shown to modulate lipid metabolism and cellular signaling pathways involved in growth and 

development. Additionally, the antioxidant properties of VCO components may help mitigate 

oxidative stress, which can affect embryonic development and cardiovascular function. 

The findings from this morphometric analysis provide preliminary insights into the effect of the 

VCO on chick embryo development. However, further research is needed to validate these 

observations and elucidate the underlying mechanisms driving the observed effects. Future studies 

could employ more extensive sample sizes and experimental designs to enhance statistical power 

and reliability. 

Moreover, mechanistic studies investigating the molecular pathways influenced by VCO exposure 

during embryonic development would provide a deeper understanding of its effects.  

Additionally, long-term follow-up studies assessing postnatal growth, cardiovascular function, and 

neurodevelopmental outcomes in VCO-exposed embryos would be valuable for assessing the 

potential risks and benefits associated with VCO supplementation during pregnancy. 

In conclusion, the morphometric analysis of chick embryos under varied doses of VCO provides 

valuable insights into its effects on embryonic development and anatomical features. While the 

findings suggest potential alterations in growth and cardiovascular parameters in response to VCO 
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exposure, further research is warranted to validate these observations and elucidate the underlying 

mechanisms. This knowledge is essential for informing clinical practice and public health 

recommendations regarding VCO supplementation during pregnancy. 
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The consistent Rf values of tripalmitin spots across VCO-treated, control, and standard tripalmitin 

spots in both 10-day and 20-day incubated chick embryo brain samples are notable (Table 7 and 

Table 8). Tripalmitin, a triglyceride composed of three palmitic acid molecules, serves as a primary 

energy source and storage lipid in various tissues, including the brain. Its stable presence and 

migration behaviour in the developing chick embryo brain suggest a fundamental role in 

neurodevelopmental processes. 

In the 10-day incubated embryos, the higher Rf values of tripalmitin spots in control brain samples 

compared to standard spots raise intriguing questions about lipid metabolism dynamics during 

early neurodevelopment. Lipid metabolism plays a pivotal role in brain development, influencing 

processes such as neurogenesis, synaptogenesis, and myelination. The observed differences in 

tripalmitin migration patterns may reflect alterations in lipid composition or metabolism, 

potentially impacting crucial neurodevelopmental processes. 

Furthermore, the impact of VCO treatment on tripalmitin levels and migration patterns warrants 

investigation. Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) has garnered attention for its potential neuroprotective 

and neurotrophic properties due to its high content of medium-chain triglycerides (MCTs), 

including lauric acid. MCTs are readily metabolized in the liver to produce ketone bodies, which 

serve as alternative energy sources for the brain. However, the effects of VCO on lipid metabolism 

and brain development remain incompletely understood. 

In the 20-day incubated embryos, the consistent Rf values of tripalmitin across all samples suggest 

that tripalmitin maintains its stability and abundance in the developing chick embryo brain 

throughout the later stages of neurodevelopment.  

This stability may indicate the importance of tripalmitin in providing energy substrates and 

supporting neuronal growth and function during critical periods of brain maturation. 
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While tripalmitin's role as an energy source is well-established, its potential contributions to other 

aspects of neurodevelopment, such as myelination and synaptogenesis, merit further investigation. 

Lipid rafts, specialized membrane microdomains enriched in sphingolipids and cholesterol, play 

essential roles in neuronal signaling and synaptic transmission. Tripalmitin, along with other lipid 

species, may contribute to the formation and maintenance of lipid rafts, thereby influencing 

synaptic plasticity and neurotransmission. 

Moreover, the observed discrepancies in lipid profiles between VCO-treated and control samples 

raise intriguing questions about the effects of dietary interventions on brain lipid metabolism and 

function. Understanding how dietary lipids, such as those found in VCO, influence brain lipid 

composition and neurodevelopmental outcomes is of paramount importance for elucidating the 

role of nutrition in brain health and disease. 

The findings from this study underscore the complexity of lipid metabolism in the developing 

brain and highlight the need for further research to elucidate the molecular mechanisms underlying 

these processes. Advanced lipidomics techniques, such as mass spectrometry-based lipid profiling, 

offer the opportunity to comprehensively analyze the lipidome and identify specific lipid species 

that may play key roles in neurodevelopment. 

In conclusion, the lipid analysis data from both 10-day and 20-day incubated chick embryo brain 

samples provide valuable insights into the role of lipids in neurodevelopment.  

These findings underscore the importance of lipid metabolism in shaping brain structure and 

function during critical periods of development and highlight the potential impact of dietary 

interventions, such as VCO treatment, on brain lipid composition and neurodevelopmental 

outcomes.  
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Further research is needed to elucidate the molecular mechanisms underlying these processes and 

to explore the therapeutic potential of targeting lipid metabolism for neurodevelopmental 

disorders. 

The data in Table 7 presents the relative abundance of tripalmitin in 10-day chick embryos across 

different experimental groups, including a control group and two groups treated with varying doses 

of VCO (70 µl and 50 µl). Tripalmitin levels are measured using relative front (RF) values on thin-

layer chromatography (TLC) plates. 

In the control group, the RF values for tripalmitin range from approximately 0.51 to 0.62. 

Interestingly, in both VCO-treated groups, the RF values for tripalmitin tend to be slightly higher 

compared to the control group. This suggests that VCO exposure may lead to an increase in 

tripalmitin levels in 10-day chick embryos. 

Notably, there appears to be a dose-dependent effect of VCO on tripalmitin levels. The group 

treated with 70 µl of VCO generally exhibits higher RF values for tripalmitin compared to the 

group treated with 50 µl of VCO. This indicates that higher doses of VCO may have a more 

pronounced effect on tripalmitin accumulation in chick embryos at this stage of development. 

Similarly, the data in Table 8 provides insights into the relative abundance of tripalmitin in 20-day 

chick embryos across different experimental groups, including a control group and two VCO-

treated groups. 
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In the control group, the RF values for tripalmitin range from approximately 0.55 to 0.66. 

Consistent with the findings in 10-day embryos, both VCO-treated groups exhibit slightly higher 

RF values for tripalmitin compared to the control group. This suggests that the trend observed in 

tripalmitin levels persists into later stages of embryonic development. 

Similar to the 10-day embryos, there seems to be a dose-dependent effect of VCO on tripalmitin 

levels in 20-day embryos. The group treated with 70 µl of VCO generally shows higher RF values 

for tripalmitin compared to the group treated with 50 µl of VCO. This reinforces the notion that 

higher doses of VCO may have a more significant impact on tripalmitin accumulation in chick 

embryos. 

The observed increase in tripalmitin levels in VCO-treated chick embryos suggests that VCO 

exposure may influence lipid metabolism pathways involved in tripalmitin synthesis or 

accumulation. Tripalmitin, a triglyceride composed of three palmitic acid molecules, serves as an 

essential energy reserve and structural component in cellular membranes. 

The findings have implications for understanding how VCO supplementation during embryonic 

development may modulate lipid metabolism and potentially impact embryonic growth and 

development. However, further studies are needed to elucidate the specific mechanisms underlying 

the observed changes in tripalmitin levels and to assess the long-term effects on embryonic health 

and viability. 
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To conclude, the lipid analysis data provide evidence of a potential influence of VCO exposure on 

tripalmitin levels in chick embryos, with higher doses of VCO leading to increased tripalmitin 

accumulation. This underscores the importance of further research to understand the molecular 

mechanisms and physiological consequences of VCO supplementation during embryonic 

development. 

The lipid analysis data for both 10-day and 20-day chick embryos offer intriguing insights into the 

potential effects of Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO) exposure on tripalmitin levels during embryonic 

development. 

 In the 10-day embryos, the relative abundance of tripalmitin, as indicated by its RF values on TLC 

plates, appears to increase slightly in VCO-treated groups compared to the control group. This 

suggests that VCO supplementation may influence tripalmitin accumulation at this early stage of 

development. Furthermore, a dose-dependent effect is observed, with higher doses of VCO leading 

to greater increases in tripalmitin levels. These findings are consistent with the data from 20-day 

embryos, where similar trends are observed, indicating that the effects of VCO on tripalmitin levels 

persist into later stages of embryonic development. Scientifically, this suggests that VCO exposure 

may modulate lipid metabolism pathways involved in tripalmitin synthesis or accumulation, 

potentially impacting embryonic growth and development. However, further research is needed to 

elucidate the underlying mechanisms and assess the long-term implications of VCO 

supplementation during embryogenesis. Overall, these findings highlight the importance of 

understanding the effects of dietary interventions, such as VCO supplementation, on lipid 

metabolism and embryonic development for potential applications in promoting health and 

wellness. 
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The lipid analysis data for cholesterol in both 10-day and 20-day chick embryos is presented, 

detailing the relative abundance of cholesterol as indicated by its RF values on TLC plates (Table 

9 And Table 10). Each sample, including the standard, control group, and VCO-treated groups (70 

µl and 50 µl), is assigned a sample number for identification. The RF values for cholesterol in each 

sample are recorded across multiple replicates, allowing for a comprehensive assessment of 

cholesterol levels in response to VCO supplementation. 

Upon analysis of the data, several key observations emerge. In both 10-day and 20-day chick 

embryos, fluctuations in cholesterol levels are observed across the control and VCO-treated 

groups.  

These fluctuations suggest a potential modulation of cholesterol metabolism pathways by VCO 

supplementation. However, it's essential to note that the differences in cholesterol levels between 

the control and treated groups are relatively minor and may not reach statistical significance. This 

indicates that while VCO supplementation may influence cholesterol levels to some extent, the 

effects may be subtle and require further investigation to fully understand. 

The observed fluctuations in cholesterol levels in response to VCO supplementation align with 

previous studies investigating the effects of dietary interventions on lipid metabolism. Cholesterol 

plays a crucial role in embryonic development, serving as a precursor for steroid hormones and 

participating in membrane structure and function. Studies have shown that dietary factors, 

including specific fatty acids and oils such as coconut oil, can influence cholesterol metabolism 

and levels in various biological systems. 
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 However, the precise mechanisms underlying these effects and their implications for embryonic 

development remain incompletely understood. Further research utilizing molecular and 

biochemical approaches is warranted to elucidate the mechanisms by which VCO supplementation 

modulates cholesterol metabolism pathways and to assess the potential implications for embryonic 

health and development. 
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4.1. Conclusions: 

The morphometric analysis of 10-day chick embryos under varied experimental doses of VCO 

reveals intriguing insights into the effects of VCO on chick embryo development. While subtle 

alterations in anatomical features such as total length, limb lengths, and organ dimensions are 

observed in response to VCO treatment, further statistical analysis is needed to determine their 

significance. Circulatory metrics evaluation indicates potential alterations in heart rate and 

vitelline circulation in VCO-treated embryos, suggesting a possible influence of VCO on 

cardiovascular parameters during embryonic development. However, the wide standard deviations 

within the groups emphasize the need for additional studies to confirm these findings. 

Similarly, the morphometric analysis of 20-day chick embryos under varied experimental doses of 

VCO provides valuable insights into the potential effects of VCO exposure on anatomical features 

during embryonic development. While alterations in total length, limb lengths, and other 

morphological parameters are observed in VCO-treated embryos compared to controls, further 

statistical analysis is required to establish the significance of these differences. Circulatory metrics 

evaluation indicates potential effects of VCO on heart rate and vitelline circulation, highlighting 

the need for additional studies to validate these findings and elucidate the underlying mechanisms. 

The consistent Rf values of tripalmitin spots across VCO-treated, control, and standard tripalmitin 

spots in both 10-day and 20-day incubated chick embryo brain samples are notable. This suggests 

a stable presence and migration behaviour of tripalmitin in the developing chick embryo brain, 

indicating its fundamental role in neurodevelopmental processes.  
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The observed fluctuations in tripalmitin levels in response to VCO exposure underscore the 

potential influence of VCO on lipid metabolism pathways during embryonic development, 

warranting further investigation into the molecular mechanisms underlying these effects. 

Similarly, the lipid analysis data for cholesterol in both 10-day and 20-day chick embryos reveal 

fluctuations in cholesterol levels across control and VCO-treated groups. While these fluctuations 

suggest a potential modulation of cholesterol metabolism pathways by VCO supplementation, 

further research is needed to fully understand the implications for embryonic health and 

development. Overall, these findings highlight the importance of understanding the effects of VCO 

on embryonic development and lipid metabolism pathways for potential applications in promoting 

health and wellness. 
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Table 7: Lipid Analysis Data for tripalmitin of 10-Day Chick Embryos with RF Values on 

TLC Plates. 

 

Sample no. 

Tripalmitin 

Standard Control Group 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 

50 µl VCO  

treated group 

1 0.6802 0.635 0.687 0.6054 

2 0.681 0.684 0.6969 0.7068 

3 0.6923 0.678 0.6871 0.700 

4 0.6562 0.756 0.6871 0.675 

5 0.614 0.673 0.7357 0.6571 

 

 

Table 8: Lipid Analysis Data for Tripalmitin of 20-Day Chick Embryos with RF Values on 

TLC Plates. 

 

Sample no. 

Tripalmitin 

Standard Control Group  

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 

50 µl VCO treated 

group 

1 0.5177 0.5854 0.5094 0.7468 

2 0.6275 0.5817 0.5368 0.781 

3 0.695 0.5588 0.5355 0.4868 

4 0.6864 0.6586 0.5423 0.5001 

5 0.6964 0.5945 0.6054 0.6756 
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Table 9: Lipid Analysis Data for cholesterol of 10-Day Chick Embryos with RF Values on 

TLC Plates. 

 

Sample no. 

 

Cholesterol 

Standard 

Control 

Group 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 

50 µl VCO Treated 

group 

1 0.5816 0.5802 0.6054 0.517 

2 0.5681 0.6666 0.6969 0.6058 

3 0.5192 0.5653 0.6923 0.6871 

4 0.5678 0.5675 0.5562 0.5611 

5 0.5428 0.5071 0.5357 0.9571 

 

 

 

 

Table 10: Lipid Analysis Data for Cholesterol of 20-Day Chick Embryos with RF Values on 

TLC Plates. 

 

Sample 

no. 

Cholesterol 

Standard Control Group 

70 µl VCO 

Treated group 

50 µl VCO Treated 

group 

1 0.5616 0.5802 0.5454 0.517 

2 0.5681 0.6666 0.5660 0.6431 

3 0.522 0.5653 0.5623 0.5871 

4 0.5578 0.5675 0.5062 0.5611 

5 0.5328 0.5071 0.5368 0.6114 
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