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Published in : Basappa Shirigeri, Pandarinatha Agnihotri, Nagaraja H et
al. (eds). Namma Nele Samskriti, Gangavati: Sankalp Education Trust,

2021, pp. 17-20.

Chronicles on stone: A Kadamba inscription and historical

consciousness in pre-modern India

Nagendra Rao

Goa University

A few scholars who studied India’s sense of history and attempted to find historical
consciousness argued that India did not have the tradition of writing down its history.
Based on this finding, it was argued that Indians lacked a sense of history and the
need to preserve their past. A few imperialist historians made this argument.
However, several Indian scholars have attempted to prove that Indians did write about
their past." They present Rajatarangini of Kalhana as a classic example. Since then,
scholars have found several works exhibiting historical consciousness. It shows that
like other nations of Asia and Europe India also exhibited a sense of history. Such an
argument can be made based on a study of inscriptions. Thousands of inscriptions
have been discovered in different parts of South India. The present attempt is to study
an inscription of the Goa Kadambas. The present work will study the content of this

inscription while at the same time, analyzing its function and audience.

'For a recent study see Aruna Pariti, Genealogy, Time and Identity Historical Consciousness in the
Deccan Sixth Century CE-Twelfth Century CE, Delhi: Primus Books, 2015.
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