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Ruins, Written Walls and Personal
Museums.
Belonging, (Dis)place and Memories at
two Indian Ocean Margins

Pedro Pombo
Goa University (India)

This essay investigates modes of registering longing and
sharing memories of displacement at two opposite margins of the
Western Indian Ocean: South Mozambique and Western India'.

Personal lives, existing visibly in public places and discreetly
in dimly-lit interior spaces filled with objects, furniture and photo-
graphs, can be perceived through a sensitive attention to the
aesthetics of remembering and recalling. The notion of ‘interior’
can be simultaneously perceived in its spatial dimensions but also
as an intimate, personal, location. Home can be understood as a
metaphor of oneself: on the one hand as inner spaces filled with
objects that remember those who are no longer inside those walls
and, on the other hand, as our inner selves, where memories are
kept and are constitutive of our life.

Connected for centuries, the Eastern and Southern coasts
of Africa and the Western coast of the Indian subcontinent have
been central places in the maritime trade routes that have crossed
the Western Indian Ocean region?. With the direct incursion in

This text is the result of previous long-term ethnographic research in South
Mozambique and several research fieldwork periods in Diu. This text was
developed during an ASC-1IAS Fellowship, based at the Centre for African
Studies of Leiden University, Netherlands, in 2018,

Sara Keller, ed., Knowledge and the Indian Ocean. Intantible Networks of Western
India and Beyond, Palgrave Macmillan, 2019; Edward Simpson, Muslin Society
and the Western Indian Ocean: The Seafarers of Kachebb, Muslim Society and the
Western Indian Ocean: The Seafarers of Kachehh, 2006; Coastal Fast Africa and
Regional Unity, “Coastal East Africa and the Western Indian Ocean: Long-
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