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2. POLITICS, TRADE AND RELIGION IN PRE-
COLONIAL KARNATAKA: A STUDY IN THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PORTUGUESE

AND MYSORE. (1763-1799)

Dr. Nagendra Rao

Abstract N . n
This paper argues that political considerations

determined the economic and religious policies of Hyder Ali
and Tipu Sultan who ruled Mysore in the lates hallf ,Of
eighteenth century. In pre-colonial Kamataka, there was'dan
nteraction between the English, French, Portuguese, Hy _er
All and Tipu Sultan. Hyder Ali, in the 1760s capturf‘:d the
Qunda territories, and thercby Mysore became. the nelghbor‘
of Goa. However, Hydet All understood' the importance of
his friendship with the Portuguese in his ﬁg%lt against the
English. He allowed the Portuguese 10 t.rade in Mangalore.
The Christians of Mangalore were also given the ﬁeed_orr% t0
practice their religion including the MiSSIONAry acthUes.
However, Hyder realized that the Portuguese were .not hkﬁ;:.y
to support him. Tipu Sultan also followed the pol'm} of blsr
father and threatened the Portuguesc 10 f:apture Goa by
obtaining the support of the Frenc}L The P(?ri.u‘gtfcs?
documents provide information regarding the activities ©
Hyder Al and Tipu Suitan. -
In the eighteenth cenftury, there were a ICW
developments that created tension 1n th.e Portuguese cam;;l
concerning the rise of Mysore as a formidable power, whic
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threatened to capture Goa. Hyder Ali had invaded Bidnur and
captured the Keladi kingdom. Important ports on the western
coast such as Bhatkal and Mangalore became parts of the
Mysore kingdom. Only Marathas and the British remained as
the potent forces that could challenge the growing power of
Mysore under Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. The French had
entered into an alliance with the Hyder Ali, an important
reason for the success of Hyder Ali against the Bntish and
the Marathas. The Portuguese depended on the support of the
Marathas and the English. The success of Tipu Sultan against
the English would mean the end of the Portuguese rulc in
Goa. Consequently, the Portuguese exhibited an interest in
the political developments in Mysore. In the Portuguese
sources such as Colleccao Tratados Concertos e Pazes, Reis

Vizinhos, Moncoes do Reino etc., one can note the reference

to the threat that the Mysore posed to the Portuguese in Goa.

In this connection, it becomes important to visit and re-visit

the Portuguese-Mysore relationship. :

The study has also implication for the analysis of the
changes in the trade pattern on the westem coast, particularly
in the Kanara and Malabar as in the latter the Mapiilas
exhibited their support for the Mysore sultan. This
development is particularly important becausc the Musluns
of Kerala traditionally opposed the Portuguese. The Mapillas
liked an authority that could challenge the Portuguese on the
western coast. Mysore also caused serious problems to the

' For an excellent study see Rita Braganza, 'Goa-Karnataka Relations 1763-1857: A

Political and Fconomic Study’, Unpublished PhD Thesiz, Goa University, 2001, Also
see B.S, Shastry, Studies in (ndo-Portuguese Relations Bangalore: 1BH Prakashan,
1981; N.Shyam Bhat, 'Political Interaction between Partuguese Goa and
Karnataka’, Portuguese Studies Review, vol, 16, no. 2, 2008, pp. 25-47,
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e to the conguest of

Portuguese trade on the west coast du
Karwar, Bhatkal and Mangalore. Before this development,

the Portuguese controlled the ports of Karwar and Mangalore

which also had a direct irade relationship with Muscat. On
the other hand, Mysore gained by controlling the ports of
Karwar, Bhatkal and Mangalore. 1t was able to enhance 1s

by collecting customs duty in these ports. The study

income
ions with reference to the

has political and econamic implicat
Portuguese-Mysore relationship.

In 1750, a Portuguese document agsessed the nature of
the relationship between the Portuguese and Kanara, which
was under the control of the Keladi Nayaka. It was suggested

that the Nayaka was ‘more rich than powerful’ 2 The

document suggests that the Keladi king benefited from the

ade and it is found that he accumulated

Mangalore-Muscat (¥
enormous amount of money. However, the money was not

invested in any productive activity. The king would not allow
fortification in his kingdom as he was afraid that his enemics
uld capture the fort and thereby affect his supremacy. The

WO
document npotes that {he Portuguese had 2 factory
Mangalore and the Portuguese needed to maintain the
friendly relationship with the Keladi Nayaka.
attacked the ports of Mangalore and Honnavar an

considerable booty. To av

LAL Y B e s

! R.C. Danvers, The Portuguese in India Being @ histo
Fastern Empire vol. Hi, London: W .H. Allen, Co., B 423.
conquered the gidrur, he obtained three million pagoed
xerafins. See, S.N. Sen, Early C
University of Calcutta, 1941, p. 85.

4 panvers, The Portuguese in ndia, p- 423.
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3 The Marathas
d obtained a
oid such attacks, the eladi king
planned to build a fleet of warships. The document also

ry of the Rise and Deciine of the
In fact when Hyder Ali
as equal to 24 miilion

areer of Kangji Angria and other papers, Calcutta:

n}entions the relationship of the Portuguese with the Sund
kingdom and the port of Karwar. The latter was controll dnba'
the Sunda king, who was known for his indolence. Saund}
was known for the high quality pepper. The Po1:tL; eqa
insisted that the Sunda king should not allow any Furfu ‘
pfower to cstablish its factory in Karwar." The coanucS: (::.C
I\a%war was an important development as the Portugunese
cl'fumcd a control over this port, which maintained coit ‘3bL
?mh Muscat and other ports of West Asia. Hyder Ali ent . C'1
11}t0 a treaty with the Portuguese who agreed to qur‘rﬁ-?ie (
Karwar to Hyder Ali. The latter also realised that Lhe L:l (Tr
not depend cntirely on the Suropeans for th of
region in India.” S
: Ir} the 1760s, there was the rise of Hyder Ali as a major
force in the Deecan politics. He took the support of Bt E':IIOI
.TLing: who h(?d some ambitions in the Carnatic. Ilow}::fcit
after conquering a few regions, Busalut refumed to Adoni ‘
Hyder, on the other hand, continued his operations in tl-‘
Deecan. Ii‘is army invaded the territory of the Sled’i Kiij:
who was forced to leave his place and take refuge v:fith tl v
Portuguese. Hyder also obtained the fort of Bicﬁolim i"rorl::
t?e Portuguese. This event was the beginning of 7 the
Portuguese-Mysore relationship.”  Before reaciino thd
bo?ders of Goa, Hyder Ali conguered Kanara and Mbl b '
After this achievement, Hyder turned his attention t(ig'l (g
the Sunda territory who approached the Portuguesz alfoj'

Danvers, The Partuguese in India, pp. 423-4.
ganvers, The Portuguese in India, p. 424
ne of the earliest references Al
cos to Hyder Aliis found in t 256 S
S.N. Sen, Early Career of Kanhoji Angria, pp. 77-87 6t
Danvers, The Portuguese in India, pp. 435-36 .
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protection. In return for this favour, the Portuguese demanded
from the Sunda king, the territories including Ponda,
7ambaulim, Canacona and Cabo de Rama, which became
part of the New Conquest area of Goa.! Conguest of these
regions would secure (oa against a possible attack by
Mysore. Secondly, the Sunda kingdom produced rice and
pepper in large quantities. The Portuguese traders could
benefit from this c:onql.if:st.9
A document submitted to the Junta Real Tazenda (an
administrative board established in the eighteenth century)
refers to the request by Anta Sinai for the continuation of the
pension of 12,000 xerafins for the king and his descendants
as Hyder Ali had expelled the king of Sunda from his
kingdom.w Interestingly, some of the Goan soldiers who
worked for Hyder Ali earlier, revolted against the Portuguese.
Narba Naik was one such soldier who attempted to mobilise
the Goans to fight against the Portuguese.' The Portuguese
sources also exhibit the knowledge conceming the achievements
of Hyder Ali. Some of them are the imprisonment of the king
of Patane, death of queen of Kanara, imprisorument of Mora
Rao and the Raja of Chitradurga, and many other incidents
which show that Hyder docs not hesitate 0 use force. The
implication is that the Portuguese shouid usc caution while
dealing with Hyder Ali."?

¥ - crpestine Carreira, Globalising Goo (1660-1820) Change and Exchenge In a former
capital of empire, Senarbhat: Goa 1556, p. 75
% carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 143,

©  pacumentacoo Ultramaring Portuguesd [hencafarth DUP), vol. v, Lisban: Centro -

do £studos Historicos Ultramarinos, 1567, p- 158,
¥ pup, vol. V, p. 272.
2 pup, vl v, p. 416,
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It may be noted that even before the beginning of an
act‘ual interaction between the Portuguese in Goa and Hyder
All, the ‘Fwo parties knew each other as some Portuguese
mercenaries worked for Hyder Ali. For example, while
fighting in Trichonopoly, Hyder Ali obtained the as;istance
of a Portuguese soldier Bento de Compos who switched side
from Nanjaraj to his adversary Hyder ALL" In his war Wlﬂ’sl
t)he Marathas, Hyder obtained the assistance of the
1(?1'tugp§se soldier Joseph Menezes even though Hyder lost
this battle.' In another war, The English captured 5
Portuguese officer wlo had worked for Hyder Ali.lspIn 17'76&l
ﬂle‘Maratha leader Raghoba who fought with the En lisI*:
decided to request Hyder for asylum and for this purposi he
sought the help of the Portuguese to safely reach him to the
tertitory of Hyder AlL.'® The army of Hydér Ali comprised a
large number of Euwropeans including French and the
Portuguesec. He also obtained information from the
Portuguese sources. For example, during his Malabar

;:;)\Iflcjll?ta_st t\;fhen Hyder Ali was in Coimbatore there was a
o - ) . ) X

o :aillfilﬂll Hyder Ali obtained this news from a

A{l unportant documcnt that provides information
reggrdmg the Portuguese relationship with Mysore is
Anz‘zgua[lhas by the Goan historian Panduranga Pissuriencar
It clonll?nses the documents from the archival sources such as
R;zz szinhotv (Neighbouring Kings) and Moncoes a'c; Reino

N.K, Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 27.
N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 50.
-N.K. Sinha, Haider Al;, o, 75.
N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 117.
K. Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 150.
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{The Book of Mansoons).'® 1t refers to the activities of the
Portugnese and Goan adventurer Peixoto who had joined the
army of Hyder Ali and contributed to its success in the early
years of Hyder’s career. In 1767, he decided to desert the
army of Hyder Ali even though he also refused to join the
British. Later, the French compelied him to join Hyder Al
However, after one year Peixoto left Hyder’s army as he was
disappointed with the behavior of the ]_T,uropeans.19 It is
apparent  that Hyder Ali depended on the FEuropean
mercenaries such as the French and the Portugucse who
became the major reason for his success. Tipu also followed
the policy of his father. It is true that he alicnated some
Europeans due to his anti Portuguese policies. However, we
will see later that he was pot inherently against obtaining the
support of the Europeans and Christians in India. _

The Porluguese were worried that Hyder Ali would
invade their tetritories. They noted that after the conquest of
Sunda, Hyder Al attempted to conquer the island of
Angediva and it was suggested that the fortification of
Angediva should be strengthened to prevent an attack on this
istand by Hyder Ali2® An attempt was made to obtain the
Sunda territory captured by Hyder All. However, it was
argued that the Brahmans had dominated the Sunda kingdom
and they were not likely to help the Portuguese as the

" panduranga Pissurlencar, ‘Antiguathas’, Beletim Lnstituto do Vasco da Gama, No.
45, 1940, pp. 108-172. For further details regarding Peixoto see, 8, Shaikh Ali,
British Relations with Hyder Afi, Rao and Raghavan, 1963, p. 50.

¥ pissurlencar, Antigualhas, pp. 109-1G. Also see Prince Ghelam Mohammed, Histery
of Hyder Shoh olizs Hyder Ali Khan Bohodur ond his son Tipu Sultan, London:
Thacker & Co., 1855, p. 59.

™ pissurlencar, Antigualhas, p. 131
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Brahmans were motivated by their selfish interests.”! The
Sunda king was only ten years old and being a minor he had
to listen to the advise given by the Brahmans. In this
situation, the Portuguese State needed to analyse its
rclationship with the king of Sunda who lost his territories to
Hyder Ali of Mysore.* In this connection, it was mportant
to obtain the assurance from Hyder Ali that he would not
harm the king of Sunda when he returned to his territory.” It

+ has been suggested that the Portuguese helped the Sunda

king to prevent him from joining Hyder and act against the
Portugucse. A friendly relationship with tli¢ Sunda king also
allowed the Portuguese to control -the territories such as
Ponda, Canacona and Sanquelim.**

Prevalence of a war-like situation would endanger peace,
thereby affecting the trade in the region. Such-a situation also
would affect the Christians in South India. This was the
conclusion of the Portuguese document.” There is also
reference to the (leet of Hyder Ali near the fort of Ticacol
located on the borders of Maharashtra.®® The Portugucse
sources also reveal thal Hyder Ali had built a force of 30
warships and many transport vehicles that allowed the navy
of Mysore to move on the sea.”’ Hyder aiso employed or
obtained thc assistance of the Porluguese informants in
various parts of South India. For example, he obtained the

DUPR,V, p. 417,

DUP, ¥, p. 417,

DUP, v, p. 417,

N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, Calcutta: AMC, 1941, p. 144.
oup, v, p. 418,

DUP, V, p. 449,

N.K. Sinha, Haider Alj, p. 144,
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news regarding the rebellion in Matabar from a Portuguese
informant.?® However, the Porluguese mostly acted as the
informants of the English. For example, during their Malabar
campaign the British general Coote obtained information
regarding the movement of Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan from a
Portuguese official.?? Tn one occasion, a Portuguese official
led a group of soldiers. Hyder Ali wanted to recruit
Europeans having the knowledge regarding the Frussian art
of warfare and he had written to Goa, Bombay, Madras,
Pondicherry and Colombo requesting for such officials. The
Portuguese, in response to this request, sent one official from
Goa. However, due to some misunderstanding, the official
had to leave the army of Mysore. 3% Interestingly, Hyder also
recruited Topasses or the black Christians who called
themselves Portuguese as they had some Portuguese
background. Even though Topasses obtained training from
the Portuguese officers they were discriminated in Goa.
However, Hyder gave them a better treatment by considering
them equal with the Portuguese even though they werc led by
a Buropean officer. 3 There is an interesting event in the
relationship between Hyder Ali and a Portuguese officer who
had died in a battle and he was in the service of the army of
Hyder Ali. The latter decided to appoint his widow as the
officer in command tiil her son achieves maturity and gave
her the command of the army of her husband. The army
comprised the Topasses. The widows accompanied the army

¥ N K, Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 150.
N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 197,
Ghotam Mohammed, History of Hyder, p, 77.
#  Ghalam Mohammed, Histary of Hyder, p. 85.

M
a
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but she appointed a jumior commander to supervise the
battalion. The same lady complained against a Jesuit father
who had taken her jewels with him to Goa. However, Hyder
Ali did not interfere in the legal procedure and suggested that
the Portuguese should be allowed to decide the case. Finally,
the Jesuit father was compelled to return the jewels and ﬂ;c
cash that was deposited by the Portuguese lady.*® It is not
correct to brand Hyder Alj as anti-Christian as he assisted the
Christian inhabitants of Cannanore previously ruled by Ali
Raja. These people had constructed their houses and
cultivated the neighboring ficlds, but they did not possess a
title to the land. Hyder Ali decided to allow them to retain
their land and regularized their stay. *

A peaceful relationship with Mysore was important for
the Portuguese for their tobacco trade. The Portuguese aimed
to import a huge quantity of tobacco from the regions such as
Brazil. Tobacco from this region had a considerable demand
in India and it fetched a price of around 210 xerafins per
khandi. Conscquently, the Portuguese could amass a huge
profit from tobacco trade. The Portugucse needed the
cooperation of Hyder Ali {o import tobacco to the ports
controlled by him.* Conquest of Sunda also allowed the
Marathas to interfere in this region. They claimed to restore
the territory to the king of Sunda and in this pretext the
Maratha comimander Vissagi Panta camped at a place called
Mossurem. It was a problem for the Portuguese because the
Marathas requested passage to Ponda to accomplish their

Gholam Mohammed, Histary of Hyder, pp. 39-102,
Gholam Mohammed, History of Hyder, p. 65.
BUPR, V, p. 29,
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task.” One may note that there was a constant struggle
between Mysore and the Marathas for the supremacy over
Deccan. During the initial vears of their relationship with
Mysore, the Portuguese were not against the idea of
supporting an emerging power to cownter the power of the
Marathas as the Portuguese were wary of the Maratha-
incursion into the Goan territories ncluding Ponda. In f; act, in,
1767 and 1769, the Portuguese assisted indirectly though,
Hyder Ali to defeat the - English in Kanara. Hyder Ali
returned  this  favour by respecting the Christians of
Mangalore and signed a treaty with the Portuguese to
confirm  this relationship. Hyder also ‘requested -+ the
Portuguese support to build a war fleet. However, the
Portuguese were not willing o take the risk of supporting
Hyder Alj and challenging the Marathas. Consequently, they
celined this request, resulting in the emergence of the
enmity between Goa and Mysore. The Portuguese obtained
regular information regarding the activities of Hyder Ali with
the help of the Portugnese and French informers in the court
of Mysore,* Despite the Portuguese refusal to assist him,
Hyder Ali embarked on g project of ship building in’
Honnavar and Bhatkal. The plan was to create a large fleet
and use them against the British. He appointed a Dutch
officer to supervise this project, which had the estimated cost
of 17 lakhs pagodas.® 7'I-Iydcr Ali faced a few impediments ‘o
his shipping project. The British captured his ships. In
“retaliation he also captured the English ships and demanded

* pue, v, p. 368,
*  Carreira, Globzlising Gaa, p. 78.
¥ N.K.Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 163.
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‘

the release of his ships. Interestingly, Imam of Muscat al

altajckcd the ships of Hyder Alj 38 Tipu Sultan continued thO
policy of Hyder Ali of ship building, Ije requested so; i
carpenters from Muscat to build ships, as he had replaced t;ll'e
Portuguese with Oman ip the field of maritime trade 'H)j

R{J,t J'S_h’ on their conquest of Mangalore found 3 big shiy
Wit 50 to 60 cannong 3 ; Mg ships

W Hyder’s conquest of Kanara wag an  Important
:ﬂ;]ucvenjenr as the Portuguese termed it “Jand of uof}(}]; 1?311
| :;j;;;j;()\“” i‘f Iilfg:;:d aﬂ If'n'gc? quantity of food grains to the
mduf‘emm; Ofb . 04 I was known for sufficient rainfal]
had given 'accessso‘ic; thglr 117(;8.";1;@ }l)mwguesc S
ar : “Nglist1 to the factory ang e
rcf:]%rart‘img the ways of conqugcring the tfiig;gr; I;i{”f;?gﬁ
go,iig?ise t(ilberai I\zys;)re-ll’gnugu&.:sc rclatinnship.&[ The
gt ne t1c‘ IlliOIﬂ}Elt!OH.lhu( the English were
i ? Lili'ac'k the fort Pirg of Sadashivgad. To prevent such
;m dbt j:ii u]:, ET}MSELSOITE ﬁzeszﬁml:mmd to capture thig fort,
S act affect 29l All, who was algo furious wj
;j:;ﬂlfn??uese Ior. their pro-British attitude, W’he:} “;]ti]
- ..lel,zebg apologized, phe allowed them 1, trade in
i.Z1;)11gt<‘};)ir§£iivals%z?llnwcd voluntary conversion of people
i 7+ ~AIS event shows that Haider hated the
ntish and thoge Who supporte them,*? However, Hyder Alj

index & s I it

o ;) rg; 2!”0.;019!1 and Political Records vo! f, Delhi: Nationg) Archives of | di
S7 p. - s apparent that the gnal; i Mportant inf on

el hihah g nglish obtajned Important in formation

G.M. Morags, Mangalore, P. 56,

N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 43,

N.K. Sinha, Haidar All, p. 157,

N.K. Sinha, Haidor a);
st nd _é,-e:r,:.icrpil;}spl 11;;: Also see Cruen, Les Francais Dans L'inde Ay XVii et
. S % P 266, Also see T, Ch
R i, . « Lhandrashekharan
= D n'.fe szrtm’oghre Of the Marath; Manuscripts the Governme, t fge'dL ¢
nuscripts Librory Madras, vy 1, Madras, 1953 Pp. 282-3 o

39
44
41
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aiso attempted to capture, the Goan territories such as Ponda,
which were controlled earlier by the Sunda king by offering
the minor Sunda king that Hyder All would capture those
territories from the Portuguese and give the same to the
Sunda king. However, the Portuguese did not allow the
Sunda king to leave Goa. Hyder Ali had planned to conquer a
few regions of Goa, thereby affecting the Portuguese

interest.”
Hyder Ali also attempted to control Malabar. The king

of Zamorin requested for the French protection. Hyder Al
invaded Calicut and defeated the force of Zamorin and the
French. Consequently, Hyder Ali could control some pepper
ports of Kerala®® The Portuguese had to deal with the
Marathas and Hyder Ali. However, they atternpted to
maintain their neutrality as they were apprehensive of both
the parties, which could any time capture Goa. The Marathas
under Madhava Rao suggested to the Portuguese that the
latter and the Marathas should wage a war by using their
fleets against Hyder Ali. The Marathas were prepared to pay
for the expenses and the northern regions that the Marathas
had conquered from the Portuguese. Hyder Ali also proposed
such an alliance by sending his general Faizullah Khan to
help the Portuguese against the Marathds However, these
plans were not actually xmplcmentc,d

In 1769, Hyder Ali, through his minister Vencapayya
wrote a letter to the Portuguese authorities through the
representative of the Portuguese Sadashiva Comotim

“3 LK. Sinha, Haider Al p. 158,
* Carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 209.
“ N LK. Sinha, Haider Ali, p. 157.
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requesting for the friendly relationship with the Portuguese.*®
The letier was translated by Sadashiva Comotim. However
the document does not mention the language of the originai
document. In 1769, Hyder Ali sent another letter 1o the
Portuguese requesting for the cooperation with the
Portugucsc in Mangalore.*’ The letter informs that Shaikh
Al was the governor of Coddial (Mangalore) and the
Portuguese were given the gift of clothes. The letter also
suggests that Hyder Ali was interested in the friendship with
the Porluguese. ™
In the 1770s, there was a cordial relationship between
the Portuguese and Mysore. As per the treaty signed with the
English after the conquest of Mangalore from the hands of
the English, the Portuguese were allowed to trade in
Mangalore and allowed the rice tribute and they could cven
convert the locals into Christianity. These clauses were also
mentioned in a treaty signed between the Portuguese and
Hyder Ali. In 1771 another treaty was signed by the
Portuguese and Hyder Ali. Accordingly, Hyder allowed the
supply of pepper, rice and sandalwood.* He also allowed the
Portuguese to retain their hold over the territories such as the
Sunda ten itories conquered by the Portuguese and Cabo de
Rama.™ Ac:ccndmtT to this weaty, the Portuguese are allowed
to retain their trading post in Mangalore as before. Hyder
allowed the Portuguese to visit the western coastal ports
controlled by Hyder Ali and collect rice, pepper and other

&5
Cofleecao Tratados, vol, VI, pp. 26-27,

Colleccao Tratados, vol. VI, p. 28. Th
e [etter is dated 12
Coleccao Tratadas, p. 29. AuBust 1765
G.M. Moraes, Mangalare, pp. 45-47.
Maraes, Mangalore, p. 47,

47
43
19
50
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commodities. According to another clause, the vicar fathers
of the churches are allowed to decide the cases related to the
Christians. The Mysore government will not interfere in the
attempt of the Portuguese to convert people  into
Christianity.”' However, in 1774, Hyder while searching for
a suitable location to build a citadel found that the Portuguese
factory was the most favourable spot for this purnose.
Consequently, the Portuguese were asked to vacate the
Mangalore factory, thereby ending the Portuguese settlement
in this coastal region.”” In 1776, he banned the entry of the
Portuguese traders to Mangalore, He captured the Portuguese
ship and arrested the crew members. As symbol of his anger,
he destroyed the Portuguese garrison and artillery. However,
he offered to revive the friendly relationship with the
Portuguese provided they assisted him in his war against the
British.** In 1778, Hyder Ali revived his plan of ship building
in Mangalore and other western coastal ports that he
controlled. For this purpose, he approached a famous Goan
ship builder Colen Dinamarquez, who refused to support
Hyder Ali. The latter also approached the Dutch to build
ships.”® Despite these events, Hyder Ali stated that he was
interested in the protecting the interest of the merchants, local
and foreign, including British, French, Dutch and Portuguese,
thereby showing that he was prepared to enter into alliance
with any European power that supported his cause,*

Colleccac Tratados, Vi, pp. 31-2,
Moraes, Mangalore, p. 47,

®  N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, pp. 158-G,
" M.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, pp. 162-3.
* N.K. Sinha, Haider Ali, p, 167.
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- A few French soldiers had settled in Goa. In 1761, a few
French soldiers who worked for Hyder Ali decided to leave
for Mauritius. On the way, they reached Goa and they were
welcomed by the viceroy of estado da India, In 1763, the
French who had settled in Goa were asked to leave dye to the
war between Portugal and France. These soldiers joined the
army of the Nawab Fazal Ullah Khan and they participated in"
his conquest of the Sunda territory near Goa, This army had.
conquered Cabo de Rama, However, some French soldiers
opposed the conquest of Goa and deserted the Mysore ﬁrmv.
These soldiers Joined the Portuguese in é03.56 Tl;en
Portuguese have given the detailed account of the rise of
Hyder since 1750s and his conquest of Kanara as it is
mentioned that Hyder was able to convince the queen of
Kanara and her son to accept his protection and captured
Kanara, which yielded an cnenmous amount of rice, pepper
zmdl sandalwood.*” Hyder Ali had conquered Bidnur and
renamed it as Hyder Nagar. He also conquered the Sunda
kingdom and attacked Cabo de Rama, which provided entry
into Salcete of Gog, .

Another phase in the relationship  between  the
Portuguese and Mysore was the rise of Tipu Sultan, the son’
of Hyder Ali who had proved his capacity as a leader. The
Portuguese feared that [ike his father, Tipu would invade
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Tom.o J‘II,. Lishon: Imprensa Nacional, 1853, pp. 85-88. This source provides a
detailed information regarding the activities of Hyder Afi. It is apparent that the

Portuguese keenly foliowad the developments in South India, which could affact
their interest in Goa. i

Soares, Documentos, p. 93.
Soares, Documentos, p. 93,
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Goa. Along with this, there was the decline of the Marathas.

The Portuguese had no one to look for support in the event of
an attack by Tipu Sultan.” There was a rumour that Tipu

Sultan was keen to expel Christians from India. Some French

sources also supported this contention. Tipu was angry with

both Portuguese supported the English. The French, who

traditionally supported Mysore, refused to give their support
when the English and the French signed a treaty.®® At the
same time, there was a rumour that Tipu was planning for an
outright attack on Goa, which was the neig,h';aor of the
Mysore territory. There were news in 1780 that several
thousand soldiers assembled near the Goa border to attack
Goa. The French sources confirmed this news. The Goan
missionarics claimed that Tipu had destroyed their places of
worship and their position in Kanara was precarious. Tipu had
banned the Portuguese trade in the ports controlled by him.
At the same time, there was a famine in Goa due to the lack
of food production and supply.®' Tipu Sultan, in one of his
letters gave the. indication of capturing Goa.® In the
meantime, the Portuguese also alienated Nana Phadnavis
who needed the amms supply from an Europcan power. The
French and Portuguese refused to support the Marathas,
compelling the latter to request the English to support against
their enemies. Nana thought that due to the Portuguese non
cooperation, the Mysore army had defeated his army in 1787,
The implication is that the Portuguese became vulnerable to a

%9
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Carreira, Globalising Gea, p. 83,
Carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 83.
Carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 84,
Kahir Kausar, Secret Correspondence of Tipy Suftan, New Delhi: Light and Life
Publishers, 1980, p. 52.
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future attack by the Mysore army, which was present on the
Goan borders.”® The French also played an important role in
the success of Mysore against its enemies such as the
Marathas even though the French did not fight directly
against the Portuguese. However, like the Portuguese and
English, the French had colonial and commercial ambitions,.
French wanted to control Mangalore. Mysore, however, was
averse to the idea of giving up control over a port that yielded
a huge ricc supply. The French also attempted to obtain
Karwar from Hyder Al and exchanging Karwar for Mahe.
However, there was the fear of the opposition from France as
the latter maintained a friendly relationship with the
Portuguese. The cstablishment of the French settlement in
Karwar would have affected the Portuguese in Goa.®® In the
meantime, the French also had the ambition to capture Goa
as there was no other port with the fleet building facility.
Mangalore controlled by Tipu did not have ship building
factlity. However, the French could not implement their plan
due to the failure of the Egypt invasion by Napoleon and
other international developments® and French, Christians of
Mangalore under the Portuguese protection had
In 1776, Hyder Ali had suspended the trade relationship
with the Portuguese, thereby affecting their trade with
Mangalore. The Viceroy of Goa wrote a letter to Tipu after
the death of Hyder Ali requesting him to open the ports
controlled by hitm for trade with the Portuguese. However,
when the English attacked Tipu’s territory on the western

Carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 85.
Carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 118.
Carreira, Globalising Gea, p. 121.
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coast, the Rornan Catholics of the region assisted the English,
which enraged Tipu Sultan. At the same time, Tipu was
prepared to give some concessions to the Porluguese
provided they agreed to his conditions, He had released the
Catholic priests who were imprisoned earlier, However, the
Portupuese were unwilling to accept an alliance with Tipu as
they worried that he would cventﬁally capture Goa.
Secondly, they aimed to conquer Sadashivgad, which was
under the control »f Mysore,® They found the advantages of
helping the Marathas instead of Tipu, Consequently, they
signed a peace treaty with the Marathas, The Portuguese,
according to this treaty, demanded from the Marathas the
right 1o retain the territories which were earlier nossessed by
the Sunda king. It was also decided to share the expenses of
war. The aim of this treaty was to defeat Tipu and ensure the
safety of the territories of the Portuguese and the Marathas 5
There was a secret negotiation between the French and Tipu
regarding their plan to defeat the English and divide the
territories in South India between them. The French proposed
that Tipu Sultan, after destroying the fort of Goa, could retain
it while Bombay should be given to the French. However, the
Irench also suggested that the Portuguese in Goa should be
imprisoned but they should be provided with the necessary
commoditics. At the same time, after the war, the Portuguesc
were to be expelled from the territories controtled by the
French and Tipu. It was also decided to divide the ports on
the coastal regions between the French and Mysore. It was
56 Mahibbal Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan,Delhi: Aakar Bogks, Second Edition, 1971,

p. 383,
Mohibbul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, p. 390,

decided to obtain 5 to 10,000 Europeans from Mauritiug and
25,000 trained ‘negroes’, The French troops would Japd at
Sadashivgad near Goa. It allows them. to capture Goa, a
strategic location to launch attack against the English.®® At

suggested thal e Jjoint army of the French and Mysore
should Jand in Onore or Hoxmavar, which allows them to
fattack Goa.* Tipu also Suggested that along with Gog there
15 a need to altack the Marathas and the Nizam who we;e also
regarded his enemieg ™ '

Tipy, in hig “Memoirs™ exhibited his hatreq for the
Portuguese ang other Christians, He wrote that the
Portuguese had captured Gog and forcibly converted laree
numbers of people. He Suggested the need to punish t]?e
Portuguese who also controfled the port of Mangalore. ! Tipu
Sultan  realized that the Catholics of Mangalore had

52 .
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continued to support the English, which affected the interests
of Mysore.”” In the meantime, the Portuguese also proposed
for an offensive alliance with the Marathas as they decided to
invade Mysore and prevent the threat of invasion of Goa and
Maratha territories by Tipu Sultan. The treaty specified that
the Marathas would move towards the south of Tipu’s
territories while the Portuguese would attack the coastal
territories of Tipu Sultan. The Portuguese would obtain the
war expenses from the Marathas. Tn return, the Portuguesc
would" surrender  Tipw's territories to the Marathas. The
Portuguese suggested that they do not require money but
demanded that they should be allowed to retain the territones
of the Sunda king and other territories around Goa.” The
treaty also mentions that the Peshwa would allow the
commercial privileges to the Portuguese in the territories that
they conquer from Tipu. According to another clause, the
Portuguese agreed not to convert Hindus into Christianity
and not kill cows. However, the Christians are allowed to kill
cows when they owned them. It is also mentioned thet the
Portuguese would not allow the conversion of Brahmans into
Christianity. The Peshwa agreed not to allow the conversion
of Christians in his territory into Islam.”
The Pormiguese noted that there was a trealy signed
between Tipu and the British in Srirangapattana in 1784. It
was found that Tipu was partcularly furious with the

Portuguese in Mangalore as they had helped the British. -

7 pohibbul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, pp. 384-5.

7 mMohibbul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, p. 385.

7% pachibbul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, p. 386. However, the proposed treaty was
not signed offidally. At the same time, it would have further affected the

portuguese-Mysore relatianship.
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Arognd 30,000 Christians who were in Mangalore were
forc.lbiy circumscribed and deported to the ghat region to
punish them. The Goan Vicars were sent back to Goa.”
Some of the Christians retumed to their homeland after tize
defeat of Tipu, but they had lost their property to those who
had occgg;ied ‘them. They demanded restoration of their
p.roperiy.’ Even though Tipu considered the Portuguese as
11'13. enemies, he had no problem in approaching a Portuguese
citizen Pierre Monneron to send an embassy to France to
seek help of the French authorities. Monneron also acted as
the mediator between Tipu and the French while dealing with

the loan of nineteen lakhs rupees that the French had taken
from Tipu.”

‘ Despite the distrust of the Christians of Mangalore for
Tlpu, 2 few nationalist Catholics depended on Tipu for the
l]bel'atlgn of Goa. In 1787, there was a revolt in Goé The
revolutionaries attempled to obfain independence fr()n'n the
P‘ortuguese. They believed that Tipu Sultan would invade
Goa and they were prepared Lo accept Tipu as their ally. One
(_)F the leaders was Joaquim Antonio Vicente who had I{x;cd in
]:1sb0n. However, he planned to retum to Goa and join Tipu
Sultan, He had stayed with Peixoto who had served in the
army of Hyder Ali. He approached the Catholic leaders in
Ma[jdbar to obtain recommendations so that he could join‘ the
service of Tipu. Vicente could obtain the support of the
Catholic leaders such as.Fr. Jose Antonio Gc;nsalves of

7% p
I . ) ]
t is mentioned that Tipu did not punish father Don Joaquim de Miranda who

supplied 1000 rice bags to the English, However, when the Father continued to

help his enemies, Tipu decid i i

. . ed to exile the Christian com [ i
Mohtlbul Hasan, Histery of Tipu Suften, p. 365. . menlty o Cachin See
Moraes, Mangalore, p, 71,

Miohibbul Hasan, The History of Tipu Sultan, p. 125,
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The Englisp and the Portuguese attempted to yse various

methods to avoid i, ict
10ds to avoid Tipu’s trade restrictions in Mangalore, The

who were termed as tradey
2 r . IS
from Muscat. When T Ipu obtained this information he

insisted that the traders g i
10uld obtain 4 certific :
Mysore factory in Muscat 8! Sy

Ji-l February 1792, there was a wyr between th
;;0111131110(1 forces of British, Nizam and Peshwa and Ti e
Sultan. The Jatter was defeated, As per the trca;l‘\' T'Ipu
agreed to surrender half of the Malabar posscssion; ’wl fplu
yielded an income of around 13,00,000 pagodas ‘Thf; Bri;I ::hl

occupied (Calje
)ccupmd Calicut apd destroyed the factorics of {he
I ortuguese, Danes and t

Ceylon, Archbishop of Cannanore and Bishop of Cochin, Fr.
Thomas Pariemakel. The latter opposed the Portuguese in
Goa.”® 1t is suggested that Tipu was not against obtaining the
support of the Christians of Goa, as many Goan and
Portuguese soldiers worked for him, The Goan army officials
could obtain important military positions in the Tipu’s
army.” It is apparent that Tipu Sultan became the rallying
point for the Indian nationalists if different parts of the
country including Goa as the nationalists anticipated support
from him against the colonial masters. Tipu’s survival from
the English onslaught would have resulted, perhaps, in a
premature liberation of Goa. However, his death prevented
such a development. However, even after his death the Goan
nationalists continued to oppose the Portuguese domination.
Tipu continued to oppose the Portuguese as he decided
to block rice supply from Mangalore to Goa. However, due
to the negotiation, Tipu allowed the supply of rice to Goa. It
was apparent that Tipu Sultan took some punitive measures
against the Portuguese in Mangalore. It is mentioned that in a
letter Tipu accepted that his action was ‘unwise’ * However,
this decision was the continuation of Hyder’s policy as the
latter had banned the entry of Portuguese into Mangalore,

European flags were also destroyed,
Por_u.lgucse played an Important role in th
Ipohucai aclivities of South India, Th
l:L aTt-t,cxi t‘lje mi!ﬁ(__”.]tms in' Mahe, Mysore and Calicut took 1n
vortuguese, therely showing thay Portuguese haqd Cmerged as
the language of CcOmmunication between traders and th% 35
sections in this region,*? | e
Tipu Sl}hem cntered intp 4 treaty with Napoleon
Bonapzute (.111 France, who had problems with the al.lium‘c
‘bct_wucn the English and the Portuguese, The French had ]o l
their possession of Mahe ang they turned their oo
owards Goa a5 g Strategic .
such a dcvclopment, tl
comprising more thap

" . Cunka Rivara, The Revolt of 1787, edited by Charles J. Borpes, Translated by
Renato da Cunha Soares, New Delhi, Concept Publishing Company, 1996, pp. 115-
16. interestingly, some Goan Catholic priests revolted against the Portuguese in
Goa. The study elso shows that the Catholics were prepared to obtain the support
of Tipu for the Goan freedom movement,

Rivara, Revolt of 1787, p. 116. :

Danvers, The Portuguese in India, FE- 445-6. However, different figures are given
with reference to the deportation of Christians from Kanara to Sriranpapattana.
The number varies fram 20,000 to 60,000, Mahibbul Hasan does not agree that
there was 3 forcible conversion of Christians even though some Christians became
Christians. See Mohibbul Hasan, History of Tipu Sultan, p.355. Moraes argues that
approximately 60,000 people were deported to Srirangapattana. However, he
finds that some of them were released and they were bought as slaves. See
Maraes, Mangalore, pp. 67-8.
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However, after 1786, the threat from Tipu Sultan declined as
he withdrew his forces from the Goa.n borders and shifted hJS
attention towards the Marathas.*

Desertions by the foreign soldiers was an imporiant
reason for the defeat of Tipu Sultan. Among them were the
French who were under the service of Hyder Ali, Monsieur
Blevette and Morsicur Lefolu. Another thirty soldiers under
the leadership of a Portuguese national Joseph Pedro also
decided to leave the Mysore army and join the Enghsh
These details also indicate that Tipu, like his father,
appointed several French and Portuguese mercenaries.
However, he could not retain them in his army. '

Hyder Ali laid the basis of the Mysore-Portuguese
relationship when he conquered the Sunda territories of
Karnataka and he aimed to conquer Goa over a period. At the
same time, he maintained a friendly relationship with the
Portuguese. As per the treaties signed between the two
parties, Hyder allowed the Portuguese to trade in Mangalore
and even practice Christianity along with their missionary
activities. However, the refusal of the Portuguese to provide
him assistance in constructing a war fleet affected his
relationship with the Portuguese. He was also affected by the
activities of the Christians who supported the English. Tipu
Sultan continued the policies of his father. However, he took
stern measures against the Christians of Portuguese
privileged with reference to the pepper trade.’® Consequently,
the Portuguese did not gain by the defeat of Tipu, their.arch

B Carreira, Globalising Goa, p. 149,

Mohibbul Hasan, The Mistory of Tipu Suftan, p. 248.
Danvers, The Portuguese in India, p. 450.

83
:19

Mysore Under Tipu Sultan: The Beginnings of Modem Age 68

enemy. The English attempted to monopolise the pepper
trade. Mangalore by deporting them to Srirangapattana. He
also planned to attack Goa by sending the soldiers near the
borders of Gea. The Portuguese documents express the fear
that Tipu would attack Goa. In fact, he also plavned with the
French to attack Goa and retain it while he allowed the
French demand to capture Bombay. However, the defeat of
Tipu at the hands of the English and changes in the English-

French relations affected the plans of Tipu with reference to
the Porluguese.

Politics, Trade and Religion in Pre-Colonial Kamataka : A Study in the Relationship..... 69



