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MEDIATIZATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION: TOWARDS A NEW
EDUCATIONAL PARADIGM?

Kshama D. Dharwadkar
Department of French and Francophone Studies, Goa University

ABSTRACT

Is the public service status of higher education sufficient to guarantee that the
innovation under way is more at the service of pedagogical innovation than at the
service of economic interests? It is therefore essential to ask the question of the meaning
of the transformations: is it a question of reinforcing a classical transmissive pedagogy
or are we witnessing the development of another paradigm of constructivist and
interactionist reference? According to the universities, the changes take place in
heterogeneous configurations. It is perhaps on the implementation of these systems that
success depends: we cannot do without educational engineering that is part of the
complexity. It considers macro-educational dimensions (policy, goals), system and
micro (resources and writing, learning). This paper deals with how information and
communication technologies (ICTs) can support learning within the new constructivist
pedagogical paradigm. we will examine the different ways in which ICT can positively
influence the motivation of learners and teachers.

Keywords: higher education, learning, motivation, ICT

1. INTRODUCTION

The relationship between ICTs and their use in higher education is not self-evident, so
we question the meaning of the current developments. Does the change constitute a
reinforcement of the classic “more of the same” system or is it the beginning of a new
educational paradigm, necessary in our opinion, to make profitable use of these new
media?

The questions presented here will therefore concern the nature of the transformations
implied by the reasoned use of technologies. The role given to the tools depends on the
conceptions of the actors. Thus, a new field with specific rules is being set up in which
the actors invest according to their interests [Bourdieu87] concerning: technological
innovation; the impact of the integration of new materials on the development of
educational self-study in higher education.

After having recalled our theoretical framework, the problematic of the change of
educational paradigm corresponding to a goal of cognitive and social autonomy of the
students, we will expose the trends of the transformations underway.

It appears, from surveys of teacher-researchers, that if the design, organization and
definition of stages in innovation still remain empirical or are insufficient, transferable
elements of response appear. We group them together in a modeling perspective
because they constitute "obligatory passages” for a change of educational paradigm and
not only organizational or economic.
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