REPORT OF THE WORK DONE ON THE MRP PROJECT
RE-CREATION OF SILT BASED CULTIVATION
(PURAN SHETI)

Dated 15/12/2023

SUBMITTED BY

DR. PRAKASH S. PAREINKAR
Discipline of Konkani,
Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature
Goa University , Goa.

To
Goa State Biodiversity Board, Government of Goa
Saligao, Goa.

May 2024




Project Title : “Re-Creation of Silt based cultivation (Puran Sheti) : Photo /Video
documentation of the work carried by the farmer till harvest and to create an
awareness among the researcher, writers and the students.”

Puran Sheti or silt based paddy farming (Rabi crops) was once upon a time a
major source of livelihood among the landless farmers in Sattari, Dharbandora and
in Bicholim Taluka. This farming system was practiced on the bank of river
Mhadei and the other tributaries of Mhadei like Nanoda Nhai, Velsachi Nhai,
Valvanti Nhai and Ragada Nhai, This traditional farming system involved use of

only organic manure (Kusharem, Clay, Cow dung etc.).

It was decided to rejuvenate the silt based cultivation (Puran Sheti) by means of
generating awareness among the farming community, initially with related to
Photo /Video documentation of various steps involved in the process of such
farming. Hence, works carried out with the help of local traditional farmer till
harvest were planned for video graphing. It is also decided to create an awareness
among the researcher, local Puran sheti farmers, writers and the students
community at large.

Traditional Method of Farming : Cultivation of Puran Sheti has its own way of
farming system. This involved various steps like : 1. Extracting the silt from the
selected place and making leveling it with the river water. 2. Installation of Shitari
at the side of River. 3. Putting a fencing on other three side of Puran Sheti. 4.
Putting organic manure (Kusharem, leaves, Clay, Cow dung, Ash etc.)

Following are the work phases carried out during the last four months.

PHASE -I (30™ Dec. 2-23 to 31* Dec. 2023)

Initially we performed survey along the river side of Mhadei and with the help of
the local farmer Shri. Ganesh S. Paryekar we identified the place of 500 hundred
square meter area for the cultivation of paddy at Duryachi Kond, Dhave- Tar,
Sattari Goa. The photo and video documentation have been done at this time



(Annexure 1) .

PHASE -II (2" Jan. 2024)

Further, on above date we invited Local village head from Saverdem Sattari Shri
Laximan Gaonkar to do the Bhoomi Poojan. Following invited guest and the local
farmer was present during this function.

1. Dr. Hanumant Chopdekar, Programme Director, Discipline of Konkani,
Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature, Goa University,

2. Shri. Vishwanath Gawas, Zonal Agriculture officer, Valpoi Sattari Goa.

Ms, Krupali Naik, Assistant Professor, Discipline of Konkani, Shenoi

Goembab School of Languages and Literature, Goa University,

Dr. Prakash S. Parienkar, Principal Investigator of this project,

Shri Ganesh S. Paryekar,

Shri Vithoba Pingle,

Shri Tulshidas Gaonkar

. Shri Gokuldar Gaonkar.

Dr. Prakash S. Parienkar welcome the guest and brief about the project. Puran
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farmer Ganesh S. Paryekar spoke about the Historical background and the
important of the Puran Sheti. Invited guest expressed their views at this time.

Shri Ganesh Shetkar & Shri Need Dicholkar helped us in the photo and Video
documentation respectively. (Annexure -II)

PHASE -III (2™ Jan. 2024 to 20™ Jan. 2024)

Shri. Tulshidas Gaonkar, Ms. Laximi Paryekar, Damodar Gaonkar & Darshana
Goanka, Ganesh Paryeka, a local farmer  were (Three male & two female)
deployed to carry out the actual work of Puran Sheti.

The selected place was full of silt deposit which is almost one and half meter of
heights. This placed were cleared by doing manual work and made into the plane
surface up to the level of the river water. They used Eco friendly traditional method
to clear the place. (Annexure- III)

PHASE -1V (21* Jan. 2024 to 24™ Jan 2024)
Installation of Shitari (fencing at river side) is the major and very difficult task to
be carried out. Wooden logs, poles and the branches of the trees were used to for



the shitari. The material were brought from nearby area. Almost 150 meter long
shitari was put up at river side of Puran Sheti..

Shri Ganesh S. Paryekar, Tulshidas Gaonkar and Shri Vithoba Pingle worked
hard to put up the Shitari and same have been completed on specified time,

Shri Ganesh Shetkar & Shri Need Dicholkar have done the Photo and video
documentation respectively. (Annexure -1V)

PHASE -V (25™ Jan. 2024 to 30™ Jan 2024)

Eco- friendly fencing have been put up along other three side of the Puran Sheti.
We have used small wooden logs, poles and the branches of the trees have were
used for the fencing purpose. Strong fencing is needed to protect the crop from
the wild animal like wild Boar, Bison and also from domestics animal like Cow,
Bull, Buffalo etc.

Shri Ganesh Shetkar & Shri Need Dicholkar have done the Photo and and Video
documentation respectively. (Annexure -V)

Meanwhile, It was decided to have a rice variety name ‘Kochri’ as a paddy crop.
The Place were made ready for the Sapling of paddy seeds. The paddy seeds to
to keep for the germination before 21 day and it will be ready for the actual
transplantation.

Shri Ganesh Shetkar & Shri Need Dicholkar have done the Photo and Video
documentation respectively. (Annexure -VI)

PHASE -VI (31%Jan. 2024 to 2™ Feb. 2024)

Mallo a wooden structure were build up which is the provision for to silt and
sleep during day/ night time to protect the crop from birds and wild animals.
Ganesh Shetkar took the Photos of the same. ((Annexure -VII)

PHASE -VII (3" Feb. 2024 to 7" Feb. 2024)

Wooden Matov (Penndel) and Macholi (Arrangement for sitting) have been put up
to make a sitting arrangement for the invited Guest, Experts, Scholars, Students
and the other visitors at this site. In addition to these plastics chairs and the carpet

were made available to make feasible and comfort for visitors. (Annexure -VIII)
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PHASE -VIII (8th Feb. 2024 to 11™Feb. 2023)
As we are practicing the organic farming at the site we have used manure like

leaves, Kusharem, Clay and Cow dung etc. This was spread over the area and it

is made ready for the transplantation.

PHASE -IX (13th Feb. 2024)

This is the very important day for us and we have celebrated this day as “PURAN
UTSAV” (QYUT 3cHd) where we have carried the work of transplanted of crop.
Formal function have been organized at 10.30 am at the site Puran Sheti. To
celebrate this day we have invited Dr. Bhushan Bhave, Principal of Vidya
Prabodhine College of Commerce., Education., Computer & Management, Parvari
Goa as a chief guest. Dr. Pradeep Sarmakadam, Member Secretary, Goa State
Biodiversity Board, Saligaoas a guest of honour. Shri. Vishwanath Gawas, Zonal
Agriculture officer, Valpoi Sattari Goa as special invitee. as Valpoi Sattari Goa.
and local village farmer Shri Laximan Goankar was also present on the stage.

Dr. Prakash S. Parienkar, Principal Investigator of the project welcome the
dignitaries and brief in details the background of the Puran Sheti and the proposed
project undertaken by Goa University. At this occasion we have felicitated
following local Puran farmerfor their lifelong contribution in cultivation of
traditional puran Sheti. They are :

1. Shri Ganesh S. Paryekar,
2. Shri Vithoba Pingle,
3. Shri Tulshidas Gaonkar,
4. Shri Damodar Gaonkar
5. Shri Darshana Goankar respectively.
To encourage and to create an awareness among the students about the

conventions practices, we have invited the students from M.A. Konkani,
Discipline of Konkani, Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature, Goa
University, M.A. Konkani students from Govt. College of Arts, Sci., & Com.,
Quepem Goa and students of primary School Dyansagar Vidya Mandir, Tar
Sattari Goa along with their teachers. We also invited local farmers and the
well-wisher to participate to celebrated this day as “Puran Utsav” More than 100
people have been present on this occasion. (Attendance attached)
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We have served Refreshment and the lunch to the participants on this day. Shri
Ganesh Shetkar & Shri Need Dicholkar have took up the photos and done Video
documentation respectively.( (Annexure -1X))

PHASE -X (20th Feb. 2024)

It came to know that the water level of the Mhadei river recede down, so we made
an alternative arrangement of hiring a water pump to supply water for paddy field.
(Annexure -X)

PHASE -XI (24th Feb. 2024)

We have invited Mr. Kaladhar Mutwa, a Sindhi writer from Gujrat State as Chief
Guest for the function. At this time two School students from Government High
School, Sadar Ponda Goa and Vivekanand Dyan Mandir- Keri Sattari, Goa have
visited our Puran Sheti along with their Students and teachers, and the student
from Ganpat Parsekar College of Education, Harmal Pedne Goa also present
during this function.

Shri. Namdev Gawas , Chairman of Swami Vivekanand Education Society Chaired
the function, Shri Gopinath Gawas In- Charged Headmaster Vivekanand Dyan
Mandir was present as a special invites. At the beginning Dr. Prakash S.
Parienkar, Principal Investigator of the project welcome the guest and briefed
about the Puran Sheti. Namdev Gawas spoke about the Pural Sheti culture of
Sattari and its economical contributions to the society. Teacher Shri Ramdas
Shetkar and Shri Sandeep Shet Verenkar expressed their views on the Puran Sheti.
Shri. Gopinath Gawas Compared the programme and Shri Neel Dicholkar gave
vote of thanks. (Annexure —XI)

PHASE -XII ( 15" March 2024)
Growth of paddy crop was very good. The count of the crop was 27 to 33shoots.
Local farmer Shri Ganesh S. Paryekar and other visitors express their his opinion
and said “They have not seen this type of growth of the crop for last 45 years in
their life time”. (Annexure —XII)



PHASE -XIII (8th April 2024)

It have been noticed that the crop have come with a fungal disease called Rice
Blast, This was found in advance stage, that to in critical stage of flower panicle
emergency. Shri. Vishwanath Gawas, Zonal Agriculture officer, Valpoi Sattari Goa
and Dr. Praveen Kumar, Director, CCARI-ICAR, Old Goa suggested us to have
Tricyclazole (1g/1) or Carbendazim (!g/1) of water can be sprayed. Accordingly,
we have followed his instructions. ((Annexure -XIII))

PHASE -XIV (27th April 2024 to 28™ April 2024)
We organized overnight function on 27" April 2024 to discuss in detail about the
Puran Sheti and its various stages work process that is carried out during last 4™
month. We invited Shri. Vishwanath Gawas, Zonal Agriculture officer, Valpoi
Sattari Goa (He could not make it possible due to his health problem), Prof. Rajay
Pawar, Principal, College of Theater Art, Ponda Goa, Prof. Rajendra Gad, Dean,
Manohar Parrikar School of Law, Governance & Public Policy, Goa University,
Prof. Sundar Dhuri, Vice Dean- Academic, Goa University,
Some of the invited member were present during this meet they are :
I. Dr. Narayan Vetrekar, School of Physical and Applied Sciences, Goa
University,
2. Shri Akash Gaonkar, Research Scholar, Discipline of Konkani, Shenoi
Goembab School of Languages and Literature, Goa University,
Shri Piyus Naik, Film Director & DOP, Nagzarwada Bhoma Ponda Goa.
Shri Vishnu Narvenkar. Narvem Dicholi Goa.
. Shri Gaurav Jalmi, Veling Ponda Goa. Shri Nitesh Gaonkar, Dhada, Shel
Melaavali Sattari Goa.
6. Shri Gopinath Gawas, In-charge Headmaster, Vivekanand Dyan Mandir,
Keri Sattari Goa,
7. Shri Deu Zore, Office Staff of Agricultural office, Valpoi Goa,
8. Shri Ganesh Shetkar, Shiroli Sattar Goa,
9. Shri Nanda Majik, Keri Sattari Goa
10. Shri, Vithoba Pingle,Dhave — Tar Sattari Goa.
11.Shri Ganesh S. Paryekar, Dhave — Tar Sattari Goa.
12.Shri Tulshidas Gaonkar, Kushem Sattari Goa.
13.Shri Dasharath Gaonkar, Dhave Sattari Goa.
14 .Ms. Shalmali Sawant Parienkar, Dhave — Tar Sattari Goa.
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This was the wild experience to the invites by staying overnight in the farm itself
with minimum required facilities. (Annexure -XIV)

It is happy to note that following School, Colleges & Goa University Students
visited Puran site along with their teachers.

1. Discipline of Konkani, Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and
Literature, Goa University,

2. Govt. College of Arts, Sci., & Com., Quepem Goa.

3. Dyansagar Vidya Mandir, Tar Sattari Goa.

4. Government High School, Sadar Ponda Goa.

5. Vivekanand Dyan Mandir- Ker1 Sattari, Goa.

6. Ganpat Parsekar College of Education, Harmal Pedne Goa.

7. Government High School, Shelpe Khurd, Sattari Goa.
Some prominent personalities and other interested visitors visited the site, Some
of them are:

1. Mr. Niraj Naik, Owner Digital Goa.

2.
3.

SN

8.

9.

Rupesh Gawas, Vocal Singer and Faculty at Kala Academi Goa.

Dr. Prnanand Chari, Associate Prof, Shri Mallikarjune College, Delem
Cancon Goa.

Deepraj Satordekar, Assistant Prof, Govt. College of Arts, Sci., & Com.,
Quepem Goa.

Abhishek Goankar- Teacher, Dyansagar Vidya Mandir, Tar Sattari Goa.
Pallavi Polekar- Teacher, Dyansagar Vidya Mandir, Tar Sattari Goa

Sandeep Shet Verenkar- Teacher, Government High School, Sadar Ponda
Goa.

Dr. Bhushan Bhave, Principal of Vidya Prabodhine College of Commerce.,
Education., Computer & Management, Parvari

Shri. Vishwanath Gawas, Zonal Agriculture officer, Valpoi Sattari Goa.

10.Shri. Namdev Gawas , Chairman of Swami Vivekanand Education Society,

Keri Sattar1 Goa.

11.Ashok Nene- Writer, Sonal Sattari Goa.

12.Sapana Samant- Journalist, Valpoi Sattari Goa.

13.Govind Potekar — Pomurpha Bardez Goa.

14.Mr. Kaladhar Mutwa, Sindhi writer from Gujrat, India.

15.Pantaleao Fernandes- Photographer & Writer.

16.Veera Gosavi, Physical Teacher from Old Goa Educational Institute, Old

Goa Tiswadi.



17.Nakul Dhawaskar, Drilling Fluid Supervisor, drilling Department, Cairn Oil
and Gas Vedanta Ltd, Mangala Processing Terminal, Barmer Rajasthan,
India.

18.Pandurang Gawde, Writer and Sahitya Akademi Prize winner translator,

19.Naman Dhawaskar — Writer and Social worker, Koperdem Sattari Goa.

20.Savita Paryekar- Teacher. Govt. High School, Saverdem Sattari Goa.

21.Nanda Majik, Teacher. Govt. High School, Pissurlem Sattari Goa.

22.Uday Gude

23.Shubham Gude

24 Nitin Bakahle

25.Clive Figueiredo (Annexure -XV)

As per our local farmers Puran Sheti will be ready for harvesting at the 4" week of
May 2024. (Annexure —XVI) We have given a vide publicity to this project which
has been appreciated by all section of people. (Annexure —XVII)

You may please investigate the site and release first installments at the earliest.

Yours Faithfully,

Dr. Prakash S. Parienkar,

Principal Investigator,

School of Languages and Literature,

Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature
Goa University,
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‘Farmers, enthusiasts push to revive Puran Shetj |
Umque farmmg techmque once thrived along Mhadei riverbank in Sattari taluka

m.n.m
~ Valpoi

He is the principal In- adding that the organic
vesngamr of the pro- farming system needs to be

[- ject title ‘Rejuvenation of studied scientifically. Un-
&' Puran Sheti; which aims derthe project, researchers,
_at making phol Gggd,mdmhnndmmﬂga
video document: opportunity

an tostudyand ||

Farmers, enthusiasts push to revive...

» Continued from P 1
However, the construc-
tion of bandharas and
check dams spelled a
doom to the farming tech-
nique as the government

pushed for rainwater har-

vesting schemes.

 The bandharas caused

Farmers, who used to
raise paddy crops through
the unique farming tech-
nique, cry foul over its slow
death. They say the govern-
ment has not paid any com-
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,sayﬂlattherehave been.

schemes and identify sites
for cultivation.”

Agriculture experts also
called for necessary steps to
resuscitate Puran Sheti.

A few Puran Sheti farmers
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